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FRANCIS GROSE, Eso. 


8 IN CE the period in which 


the immortal Dryden and elegant De- 


dications flouriſhed, adulation and 
high-flown compliment ſeem to have 
loſt their price; and writers, no 
longer benefited by faction, may be 


allow- 


646 
allowed the merit of adhering to 


plain truth. 


To become a candidate for pub- 
lic favour, in a country ſo famed for 
its knowledge in the fine arts, re- 
quires no ſmall exertion and confi- 
dence: that confidence can only be 
had from the opinions of thoſe who 
have ſtood firſt in the public eſteem. 


WrRE I to attempt an eſſay on 


Portrait Painting, to whom could 1 


with ſo much propriety addreſs my- 
ſelf as to Sir Joſhua Reynolds? or, 
on the ſubject of Hiſtory Painting, 


48 


1 


as to Mr. Weſt? Theſe obſervations 
and ſketches, therefore, made in a 
neighbouring country, cannot be 
more aptly addreſſed than to one 
who has travelled ſo much, and for 
the beſt of purpoſes; that of dif- 
fuſing the advantages of critical ob- 
ſervation, and giving to the con- 
noiſſeur in the arts an acceſſion to 


his knowledge and improvement to 


his taſte. 


PBRuIT me, therefore, in pre- 
ſenting to you the following ſheets, 
to enjoy the ſatisfaction of publicly 
avowing my reſpect to ſuperior ta- 


lents, 


— — —— — 


1 


lents, and the happineſs of being 


ranked among your friends. 


I have the honour to be 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


SaM®. IRELAND. 


Arundel Street, 
Strand, 


May 1ſt, 1790. 


PRE- 
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PREFACE. 


THe following remarks were haſ- 
tily thrown together in the courſe of a ſhort 
tour through a neighbouring country alrea- 


dy well known, and thoroughly explored. 


Consc1ovs of this, the author's primary 


motive for travel was, to ſurvey the va- 


b rious 


3 
rious productions of Art, and in a light 


curſory manner to venture on a critical re- 
view of the merits of ſuch works as appear- 
ed to him Beſt worthy the notice df a con- 
noiſſeur; while at the ſame time he gave 
ſome idea of the country, by a repreſentation 
of ſuch objects as were moſt pictureſque or 
characteriſtic. In this he flatters himſelf 


Be may have ſubcseded, as fär at leaſt as 
"a Faithful adherẽnce to truth can give Glaim 


to merit. 


A wisk to open a new ſource of plea- 
ſure by realizing, in ſome degree, the ob- 
jects as they preſented themſelves at the mo- 


ment, 


r ˙—wꝛͤ ͤͤF 9 


6-3 
ment, and enabling the reader, as Parſqn 
Adams obſerves, * to travel by the fire fide,” 
may poſlibly, in ſome meaſure, avert the ri- 


gour of criticiſm, 


Wurx the idea of publiſhing was firſt 
ſuggeſted to the author, his intention was to 
have etched the plates himſelf,” but, fearful 
of his ability to render juſtice to the views, 
and aware of the ſuperior beauty and ſoft- 
neſs of the aqua-tinta over the hard et of 
etching, he called in the aſſiſtance of an in- 
genious artift, Mr. Cornelius Apoſtoal, fram 


* ONLY chaſe plates marked 8. I. are etched by him. 


b 2 Amſterdam 


fun 1 oe ey Hr 


( * 
Amſterdam ; whoſe care in the execution of 
the plates, and cloſe attention to the draw- 
ings, as well as profeſſional ſkill, entitle him 


to this notice and tribute. 


As to the deſcriptive part, the writer has 
only given a plain recital of facts, as they 


occurred at the moment, without aiming at 


learned ornament, or the high wrought co- 
lours of ſtyle. The anecdotes introduced 
may poſlibly be deemed of little worth: they 


were however obtained on the ſpot, and may 


at leaſt ſerve to give ſome variation to a work 


that, to the general eye, may be thought to 


ſtand in need of extraneous relief, 
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1 
Ix the biographical part, the writer has 
availed himſelf of what has been written by 
foreign authors only; and of ſuch anec- 


dotes as he received on the ſpot, from oral 


tradition. 


HavinG mentioned the names of a few, 
only, out of the many artiſts who were na- 
tives of the various places through which he 
paſſed, it may perhaps not prove unſatisfac- 
tory to add a liſt of all the artiſts who have 
come within the writer's knowledge; and 
which the reader will find at the end of each 


volume, alphabetically arranged. 
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He ſubmits the work to the candour of 
the public, preſuming, as Mr. Addiſon ob- 
ſerves, that, © few books are fo ill written 
* but that ſomething may be gleaned wor- 
« thy their peruſal.” 


PRE- 


= 


PRE FACE 


TO THE 


SECOND EDITION, 
=} Fc 


Trex ft edition of this work 
having been ſold within: a few days after its 
publication (a circumſtance; of rare occur- 
rence in the courſe of ſo expenſive an un- 
dertaking), and having alſo been ſince en- 
quired after with. much avidity, the author 
is induced to preſent to the public a ſecond 
edition. This edition he has illuſtrated with 
a ſet of plates newly engraved from the ori- 


ginal 


SE BE. 
ginal deſigns, and has alſo added two which 


are entirely new, together with ſeveral other 


pictorial decorations. 


THrss are all finiſhed in the ſame ſtyle, 
and by the ſame artiſts who executed the 
former, and which, from the experience de- 
rived from unremitting aſſiduity in their 
profeſſion, will be enabled, as the author 
1s induced to flatter himſelf, to preſent them 
to the public in an improved ſtate at leaſt, 


if not in a ſtate of ſuperior excellence. 


To the letter preſs much has been add- 


ed, and material alterations have been made, 


although the plan and conſtruction of the 


work remains the ſame. 


PoLI- 
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Pol Tic AI diſcuſſions were not origin= 
ally intended to form a part of this work, nor 
would they have been at all adverted to, but 
from the very peculiar and intereſting cir- 
cumſtances that preſented themſelves at that 
moment. Thoſe were of ſo extraordinary a 
nature as to command the attention of Eu- 
rope, and more immediately that of our own 
country, whoſe exiſtence in a great meaſure 
we have found deeply intereſted in the events 
then depending. Whatever may be the fate 
of the hitherto ſucceſsful efforts of a neigh- 
bouring nation cannot now, and could much 
leſs at that period of their revolutionary ſtate 
be foretold. As the public opinion there- 
fore appeared to juſtify the author in the 
ſentiments he then advanced, and no ſuffi- 
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cient reaſon yet appears to call for any 
change of ſentiment, his work in this par- 
ticular muſt neceſſarily retain the ſame cha- 
racter; and he has accordingly left thoſe 
diſcuſſions, as well 4 the deſcriptive account 
of each place, nearly as they originally ſtood; 
although war may have made more than 
ufual devaſtation, and the events of it have 
conſigned them to new governors, and con- 
ſequently ſubjected them to a different ſyſ- 


tem of legiſlation. 
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PRINTS 


PRINTS 


CONTAINED IN 


THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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View from the entrance to Harwich 
Entrance to the harbour at Helvoet Sluys ........... 
The Briel, acroſs the Maes . .. . . . . .. .. 
Rotterdam from Kattendregt- ferry acroſs the Maes 
Statue of Eraſmus, and houſe in which he was born 
Dordrecht or Dort . . 
Entrance to Delft from Rotterdam ...... 
Ryſwick, near the — 
Entrance to the Hague from Delft ... . . 
ß ———ꝛ—— 
Houſe in the wood, near the Hague . . . . . 
nnr cooormerocereenmerosenecoyorementtnce 
The Canal, called De Oude Rhyn, Leyden ........ 
Cc 2 


(wm) 


Half-way-houſe between Leyden and Haerlem 
Haerlem from Amſterdam Road ...... 
Mr. Hope's Villa, neat Haerlem ..... 
The Houſe where Wouvermans reſided, on the 
Bakeneſſegragt, Haerlem ame 
Amſterdam and Bridge acroſs the Amſtel ............, 
The Heere Gragt, Amſterdatn 5 + 
Village of Broek in North Holland . . . . . . 
Dreſſes of the North .Hdllanders . . ...... .. ͤ 
Houſe where Peter the Great reſided at Saardam, 
th COD er rr rr . atibENs 
Water-gate, Utrecht, and the Dom Tower 
Ferry-houſe at Viannen, crofling the Rhine, be- 
tween Utrecht and Gorcum — 
De Zwaan- ferry, on the Maes, near Gorcum 
Crofling the Maes from Gorcum . . 
Bergen- op- Zoom wee e eee 9000 0200808 
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LETTER I. 


HARWICH, Sept, 4th, 178g. 
DEAR SIR, 


W1THOUT farther ap- 
logy I comply with your flattering requeſt ; 
and ſhall cheerfully communicate to you what 
may occur in the courſe of my excurſion, in 
the familiar language of a friend, indifferent 
to the purſuit of literary fame. 

Vor. I. A He- 
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LETTER I. 


HARWICH, Sept, 4th, 178g. 


DEAR STR, 


WITHOUT farther aps- 
logy I comply with your flattering requeſt ; 
and ſhall cheerfully communicate to you what 
may occur in the courſe of my excurſion, in 
the familiar language of a friend, indifferent 
to the purſuit of literary fame. | 
Vor. I. A He- 


— — —  cK — — 


„ 


He who ſits down after a day's 


Journey to recite what has paſſed, claims the 
privilege of eaſe ; and, without ſtudying the 
charms of ſtyle or the embelliſhments of fan- 
cy, relates what ſtruck him as new, beautiful 
or fingular : upon this principle, therefore, 
you muſt ſatisfy yourſelf with a faithful, tho 
not an elegant, correſpondent. 


YESTERDAY morning, about 
ſix, I left London, in company with our 
mutual friend. The excellence of the road 
in ſome degree compenſated for the unfa- 
vourableneſs of the day; and we were in 


no diſpoſition to be deranged by trifles. 


Tux flatneſs of the country ren- 
ders this ſcenery leſs pictureſque than that of 
the Northern or Weſtern outlets from the 
capital. There 1s not much to ſtrike the eye 
of the traveller in the firſt ſtage, unleſs it 1s 
the manſion of the Tylney family, on the 

left 
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left of Illford ; which is a noble edifice, built 
from a deſign of Colin Campbell, and riſes, 
with a degree of magnificence, amidſt a 
thicket of trees in the Foreſt of Epping. 
The apartments are ſpacious ; but the pic- 
tures, being chiefly family portraits by mo- 
dern maſters, will afford but little enter- 
tainment to the - connoiſſeur. In Writtle 
Park is a handſome modern houſe, the ſeat 
of Lord Petre. The manor on which it 
ſtands was a grant by Henry the Eighth, on 
the diſſolution of Barking Abbey. I am told 
there are ſome very good pictures in this 


houſe ; but time would not permit us to 
view them. 


Tux caſtle and priory at Col- 
cheſter are remarkable for their antiquity ; 


and in the fame town a curious traveller may 
view ſome perfect ſpecimens of Roman teſle- 
lated pavement, In the poſſeſſion of an 


eminent ſhopkeeper here are two portraits, 


A 2 gene- 


1 


generally eſteemed by the connoiſſeur, as the 
works of Van Dyck. 


Ar Manningtree, on the river 
Stour, there is a delightful villa, built by the 
late Right Honourable Richard Rigby : the 
ſite is happily choſen on an eminence, com- 
manding an extenſive view of the river and 
adjacent country. The church, which owes 
its foundation to the munificence of the ſame 
gentleman, is built in a fituation ſo enchant- 
ing, that I fear the eye, feaſting on the luxu- 
riance of the ſcenery, will not be more than 
enough ſpiritualized; but is in danger of 
being rivetted to earth rather than lifted up to 
heaven. 


We now begin to have a coun- 
try more pictureſque, the river and ſhipping 
on one ſide, with a fine woody ſcene on the 
other, and the diſtance beautifully diverſified 
with the Orwell breaking in occaſionally on 

the 


o 
p — , 5 
. . 2 bs. 1 A 3 8 , : x . . 4 * "RY . 1 »t FE * 
' r 3 S N r Wo RRE x - 1 Pu ld a REES 
* * ade, 0 Us; ot LON 6 FEI 0 2 1 1 £53 Wa teh * Y To AC 14S LICE Be arts nn” prin Omg r . 8 WY — 8 2 : . EF a” ts 2 2 * it edi 6 fat 
F WE] 4. * N N n . * ag #2: > 1 14 _ o WEL a 22 e * ONE »., Yd 1 wo 1 1 US, $a Si 7 7 2 - OF AS 7 " 


13 


the view, form a rich and varied proſpect, 
which cannot fail to attract every eye, and 
greatly intereſt the admirer of Landſcape. 


In the evening we arrived at 
this place. The entrance at night is rendered 
peculiarly ſtriking by the light-houſe over the 
South Gate, through which we paſſed : an 
enormous ſea-coal fire, correſponding with a 
leſſer light-houſe on the ſhore below, directs 
the pilot to avoid the Andrews, a ſand that 
ſtretches from the fort of Land-guard to Do- 
ver Court, and forms a kind of bar acroſs the 
mouth of this harbour ; which is of great ex- 
tent from the junction of the rivers Stour 
and Orwell. 


In running over the peculiarities 
of a place- the mind of a traveller naturally 
recals whatever is memorable in its hiſtory. 
Harwich is not in this particular much diſ- 


tinguiſhed : Camden. indeed. mentions a ſea 
fight, 


C83 


fight, between the Saxons and the Danes, at 
the mouth of the Stour, as early as the year 
884, and this place is alſo of great antiquity, 
having been erected into a borough in the 
twelfth of Edward the Second. Some re- 
mains of an ancient fortification are to be 
traced, without the town gate, running to- 
wards the Beacon-Hill Field; in the midſt of 
which is a ſmall artificial hill (probably a 
tumulus), and on which there once ſtood a 
chapel : from that ſpot iſſues a clear ſpring, 
which, forming a current, runs from the cliff 
to the ſea, and waſhes down the clay which 
it is ſaid to petrify : for this fact Ido not 
vouch. 


Ox this ſhore are found what 
are called copperas or gold ſtones from their 
colour.—Tranſparent pebbles of various 
hues, as well as amber, are likewiſe feund 
here. The natural productions of the place 
have been a ſource of much curious reſearch 


and 
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and ſpeculation to the philoſopher, as well 
as entertainment to the collector. 


Ix the civil commotion which 
was raiſed by Dudley Duke of Northumber- 
land, in the firſt year of the reign of Queen 
Mary, the town of Harwich was furniſhed 
with guns from Land-guard Fort, to which 
we paid a viſit ; an excurſion, however that 
ſhould be made with caution, for the packet 
ſeldom waits after the arrival of the mail, if 
the wind and tide be favourable. 


. AFTER a ſhort ſtay at the fort, 
where indeed we found but little deſerving 
our attention, we returned in time to have a 
view of the ſcenery about the town, which 
is ſo beautiful, that I thought I could 
not better employ a leiſure hour before din- 
ner, than in making the encloſed ſketch, It 
may not unaptly be contraſted with the flat 


country to which we are going, and ſerve to 
illuſ- 


13 


illuſtrate the native luxuriance of the one, 
and the artificial cultivation of the other. We 
are now going to commit ourſelves to the 
mercy of the waves, which we hope will 
prove propitious to our wiſhes, and land us 
early to-morrow morning on the oppoſite 
ſhore ; whence you ſhall hear again from 
your friend, 


Adieu 
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LETTER II. 


HE LyOET SLU TS. 


DEAR SIR, 


Wr landed here about ten 
this morning, after a very fine paſſage of 
about eighteen hours. In approaching the 
coaſt of Holland, the Iſland of Scouwen 
firſt appears, joining a ridge of bleak rocks, 
which, added to a multitude of ſhoals, ren- 
der the paſſage ſometimes rather dangerous. 
Helvoet a league diſtant appears a wretched 
little fiſhing village, but on a nearer ap- 
proach pictureſque and beautiful. The no- 
velty added not a little to the impreſſion 
made by this ſcenery. The drawing was 
taken juſt at the entrance of the harbour: 
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LETTER II. 


HELFVOET-SLUYS. 


DEAR SIR, 


Wi landed here about ten 
this morning, after a very fine paſſage of 
about eighteen hours. In approaching the 
coaſt of Holland, the Ifland of Scouwen 
firſt appears, joining a ridge of bleak rocks, 
which, added to a multitude of ſhoals, ren- 
der the paſſage ſometimes rather dangerous. 
Helvoet a league diſtant appears a wretched 
little fiſhing village, but on a nearer ap- 
proach pictureſque and beautiful. The no- 
velty added not a little to the impreſſion 
made by this ſcenery. The drawing was 
taken juſt at the entrance of the harbour: 

Vor, I. B the 
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the guardſhip, appearing in the diſtance, is 
conſtantly ſtationed there to examine the 
{hips paſſing to Rotterdam and the Maas. 


HrL vor 1s ſurrounded with 
a deep foſsẽ, and well fortified by a ſtrong 
rampart faced with brick; which is at the 
ſame time a defence againſt the irruptions 
of the ſea and the attack of an enemy. 


Tux harbour runs thro' the mid- 
dle of the town, and projects a conſiderable 
diſtance into the ſea. The entrance 1s be- 
tween two large piers, ſupported by immenſe 
piles, one hundred and ten feet in length, 
and driven near forty feet into the ſhore. 
Dutch induſtry and perſeverance alone could 
have accompliſhed ſuch an undertaking ; it 1s 
divided from the baſon (which generally con- 
tains twelve or fifteen men of war, lying in 

erfect ſafety) by a pair of flood-gates ; over 
which is a bridge of curious conſtruction, 


Open- 


1 


opening in the middle by means of braſs 
wheels turning on an axle, which is moved 
with great facility. The dock and admiralty 
magazine are well worth attention; and a 


walk round the ramparts will not prove un- 


pleaſant. 


Tux houſes are built on a ſin- 
gular conſtruction: they are all pyramidical, 
which renders the upper rooms very ſmall, 
and almoſt uſeleſs; exemplifying the pro- 
verbial ſatisfaction of the Dutch with old ha- 
bits, and their indiſpoſition to novelty, either 
in objects of convenience, or taſte. The 
fronts are painted at leaſt once a year; their 
neatneſs, and variegated colours have a whim- 
ſical and pretty effect: the ſtreets are paved 
with clinkers; and the cleanlineſs of the 
people, both within and without their houſes, 
is aſtoniſhing. The inſides of their churches 
are very plain, adorned only with eſcutcheons, 
with neither monument or epitaph. The 


2 men 


1 


men ſit with their hats on; for in the ri- 
gour of Calviniſm it is a principle, that the 
Deity is not to be won by external forms. 
The ſtore-houſes are very large and extenſive: 
their ſituation is on the right, at the entrance 
of the harbour. The late King (George the 
Second) on his return from one of his ex- 
curſions to Hanover, being detained ſome 
weeks by contrary winds, fixed his reſidence 
in one of them in preference to every other 
accommodation the town afforded. In one of 
his rambles, meeting a pretty Dutch girl on 
the quay, he accoſted her with a Good mor- 
row | what have you in your baſket, child? 
Eyeren, Mynheer ; eggs, Sir. And what 1s 
the price, my dear? A ducat a piece. What! 
are eggs ſo ſcarce then in Holland? No, Sir, 
replied the girl, but Kings are. 


Having breakfaſted, and diſ- 
charged all demands, among which the land- 


ing our baggage was not the moſt reaſon- 
able, 
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able, we ordered a carriage, called a ſtate 
waggon, to the Briel. A bell was immediate- 
ly rung, and the charioteers ſummoned to 
attend: and the fate of the driver being de- 
termined by throwing a dice, that no undue 
partiality might prevail, every Dutch forma- 
lity was now adjuſted; and, the boor of a 
driver with ſolemnity having lighted his pipe, 
we prepared to take our departure for the 
Briel; where, I flatter myſelf ſomething 
more worthy your attention may be found, 
and compenſate for the brevity and barren- 
neſs of ſubject in this epiſtle. 


Adieu ! 
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LETTER III. 


B RIEL. 
DEAR FIR, 


AN hour and a half has 
brought us to this place through an indif- 
ferent road, as you may ſuppoic ; the diſ- 
tance from Helvoet being only ſeven miles. 
We twice 1n our route croſſed the Maas. 


Tax proſpect* ſo very flat and 
unintereſting reminds me of a remark made 
by the Duke of Alva, who ſpeaking of Hol- 
land, ſaid of its inhabitants“ that they 


* THE annexed drawing of Briel was made from the 
Iſland of Roſenburg, acroſs the Maes. 
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LEI TER III. 


DEAR FIR, 


AN hour and a half has 
brought us to this place throug! an wilt. 
ferent road, as you may ſuppoic ; the iſe 
tance from Helvoet being only {even wilcs, 


We twice in our route croſſed the Maus. 


Tux proſpect* ſo very flat and 
unintereſting reminds me of a remark inuuc 
by the Duke of Alva, who ſpcaking of 11ui- 


land, ſaid of its inhabitants“ that they 


* THE annexcd drawing of Briel was made from the 
Iſland of Roſenburg, acrois the Maes. 


Were 
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te were the neareſt neighbours to Hell of 


% any people on earth, for they dwelt the 
« loweſt.” 


BRIEIL is ſaid to have taken its 
name originally from ſpectacle, which is the 
ſignification of the word in Dutch; perhaps 
in alluſion to its ſituation, commanding a 
moſt extenſive view of the country. This 
place ſurrendered to the Prince of Orange on 
the 1ſt of April, 1572; and gave riſe to a 
ſarcaſm on the Duke, that he had loſt his ſpec- 
tacles, and could not ſee the ten per cent. that 
he wiſhed to impoſe on the inhabitants. 


Tak Briel as we approached 
made a beautiful appearance thro'a fine wind- 
ing avenue of trees. The ramparts, draw- 
bridges, churches, and buildings, all breaknig 
in upon the view at once form a cluſter of 
objects, which cannot fail to ſtrike very for- 


cibly the mind of a ſtranger ; whoſe admira- 
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tion will not be much leſs excited on the en- 
trance at the gate, leading through the High- 
ſtreet, which is neat and elegant.—Being 
Sunday, every thing wore its beſt face, and in 
its higheſt poliſh, Dutch exactneſs loſt no- 
thing of its native ſimplicity. 


Tur trade of the place is very 
inconſiderable, and its importance much 
decreaſed; it was one of the cautionary 
towns delivered into the hands of Elizabeth, 
and was garriſoned by Engliſh forces during 
her reign, 


I was ſo pleaſed with the ſcene 
at the entrance, that I wiſhed to make a 
ſketch : but the centinel having no reſpect 
for the fine arts, made me deſiſt; and, time 
not permitting an application to the com- 
mandant, I was obliged to relinquiſh my 
deſign. 


Vor. I. 2 Tux 


* * =- —_— —_ — 9 o—_ 
— — 


I 


Tur Briel gave birth to the fa- 
mous Admiral Cornelius Van Tromp; who, 
after many ſucceſsful battles, was killed by 
a muſket-ſhot, in an engagement with the 
Engliſh, Auguſt the 1oth, 1653. 


Tux great church at Briel is not 
only uſed as a guide to heaven, but Dutch 
ſagacity has made it ſerve the purpoſes of this 
world, by lighting the top of its ſpire, as a 
beacon. Within is a monument to the me- 
mory of Count Almond. 


Ix this great town, I have made 
many fruitleſs enquiries after the arts and ar- 


tiſts ; but neither picture of value, or work of 


eminence, could I diſcover. The maſter of 
our hotel, indeed, boaſted much of his col- 
lection, which was very numerous; and, I 
believe, no great objection would have been 
made to its being reduced, had I then been 
in the humour to become poſſeſſed of ſuch a 
treaſure. 
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LETTER Iv. 


DEAR SIR, 


From the Brie] we ferried 
acroſs the Maes, on Sunday evening, to the 
Iſland of Roſenburg. The waggon, or as 
the Dutch term it, wagen, is the only mode 
of conveyance to this place, in it's form it 
much reſembles ours in England, with the 
addition of gilding and all the colours in 
the Dutch priſm. It is drawn by a pair 
of horſes, and guided by a boor ; who is flow 
and ſteady and ſeldom utes his whip, but ap- 
plies one foot as a ſubſtitute, while the other 
reſts on an iron turned up from the axle, not 


unlike the form of a bugle horn : this ſerves 
C 2 as 


— on Oy" - 


(3 


as a director to the carriage, as exemplified in 
the drawing. 


TrROUGH an indifferent road, and 
proſpect unimproved, after croſſing another 
branch of the Maes, we arrived at Maeſland- 
Sluys, about ſeven miles from Briel ; a beau- 
tiful village, principally inhabited by fiſher- 
men, yet exceedingly neat, The harbour is 
very conſiderable, containing conſtantly from 
two to three hundred herring buſſes, which 


are the principal ſupport of the place. Ca- 


nals run through moſt of the ſtreets, which 
are extenſive and well built. The boors gave 
us no ſmall trouble in landing our baggage; 
and, from the concourſe of people gathered 


round our inn, we were in no ſmall danger 
of having it leſſened. 


OuR party being now increaſed 
by a French family, who were deſirous of 
Joining us to Rotterdam, we ordered two car- 


riages, 
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riages. The time of getting them ready ex- 
ceeding all expectation, and the evening cloſ- 
ing apace, we wiſhed to countermand them, 
and fix our reſidence here for the night ; but 
this was not conſiſtent with Dutch police: 
they had been ordered, and muſt be paid for, 
go or ſtay. We therefore choſe the leaſt evil, 


and ſet off for Rotterdam, about fourteen 
miles diſtant. 


Wr paſſed through Vlarding, a 
handſome fiſhing-town ;—Schiedam, the moſt 
famous place for diſtilling geneva, in the pro- 
vince of Holland, containing near three hun- 
dred diſtill-houſes ; and Delftſhaven, a pretty 
village, agreeably ſituated by the water-fide, 
interſperſed with pleaſure-gardens and ave- 
nues of trees. Not far from Schiedam is a 
ſmall village called Pynaker, worthy of no- 
tice for having given birth to a very charm- 
ing painter of landſcape, who takes his name 
from the village. 


N1iGnT 
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Nrour coming on, and the fog 
increaſing, we loſt much of the beautiful en- 
trance to Rotterdam; which conſiſts of a 
handſome avenue, about three quarters of a 
mile in length. It has a broad canal paſſing 
through the center, and is bordered with lofty 
trees; at the extremity of which is the city 
gate, which is well built and called Delft-gate. 


RoTTERDAM has many advantages 
from the depth of water in the canals, 
which admits ſhips of large burthen even to 
the doors of the merchants, The quays are 
ſpacious, embelliſhed with trees, and exhibit 
the moſt beautiful and pictureſque appearance 
imaginable. The Boompies, or, as it 1s gene- 
rally called, Boomb Quay, on the banks of the 
Maes, ſurpaſſes all the reſt, and indeed every 
thing of the kind I have ſeen. 


Lory vx trees, maſts of ſhips and 
elegant buildings form all together a beauti- 
ful 
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ful aſſemblage of objects, rarely to be met 
with in a commercial city. Here you may 
find a happy aſſociation of the means and the 
end of Commerce; the houſe, or rather pa- 
lace, of the merchant, ornamented by the ſhips 
that daily contribute to its ſtate, and, toge- 
ther, with the magnificence and luxury which 
it commands, the vehicle and inſtrument by 
which it is miniſtered. In this charming ſi- 
tuation, the houſe of Mr. Crauford, an Eng- 
liſn merchant, makes no inconſiderable figure; 
it was decorated a ſhort time ſince with a va- 
luable collection of pictures, which he has 
ſold to Mr. Hope, of Amſterdam. This de- 
lightful ſpot is more than half a mile in 
length; and from each end of it are formed 
the canals, which are ſeven in number. 
Hence you have a moſt extenſive proſpect, 
which, though flat, affords a very fine ſubject 


for the pencil of an artiſt, We croſſed the 


Maes to Kattendreght Ferry, to obtain a ge- 
neral view of Rotterdam, which you will ſee 


in the encloſed ſketch, 
THE 
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Tur commerce of this place is 
conducted with the utmoſt regularity, and fo 
little noiſe and buſtle of buſineſs, that you 
might rather imagine yourſelf in a village, 
than in the ſecond city of the moſt commer- 
cial people in Europe. The annual fair is 
now held here; during which the principal 
ſtreets are lined with booths or ſtalls, arranged 
cloſe to the canals. They are filled with ar- 
ticles of merchandiſe, from the penny toy for 


children to the rich gold and ſilver trinket 
for thoſe of larger growth.” 


TE Dutch lads and laſſes, trick- 
ed out in their large trunk hoſe, long flowered 
waiſtcoats, and plaited petticoats, form alto- 
gether ſo groteſque an appearance, that 
« Nature ſeems to wear an univerſal grin,” 
Such is their ſtyle of dreſs that it is no un- 
common thing to meet the North Hollander 
in a family ſuit of three or four generations. 
An old Dutchman, whom I ſpoke with on 
the ſubject, obſerved, that out of one pair of 
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("#3 
wedding breeches, made up about forty years 


ago, he ſome twenty years afterwards made 
himſelf a complete ſuit of clothes. With 
ſuch a prize in view no wonder that the Sans 
Culottes ſhould have fought their way thro' 
Brabant. 


IT is no ſmall pleaſure to ſee the 
various products of our own country circu- 
lated ſo univerſally, and held in ſuch high eſti- 
mation, as we found them. 


DurinG this fair, which laſts 
about three weeks, beggars of all nations 
are permitted to range unmoleſted : the ſame 
privilege is granted at Amſterdam, and in 


moſt of the provinces of Holland. How 
this hoſt of wretches exiſts in the interme- 
diate ſpace, under the ſeverity of Dutch po- 
lice, is matter of aſtoniſhment, as a beggar 1s 
not ſuffered to appear in the ſtreets at any 
other time, 
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Id the fair I met a wretch, as 
poor in ſpirit if not in purſe, as any of the 
group here alluded tothe famous Miſer, old 
B ſaid to be ninety- eight years of age, 
and the richeſt man in Rotterdam. Picture 
to yourſelf an emaciated figure, whom age 


and avarice have almoſt reduced to bone, with 
a cloſe formal peruke and plain thread- bare 
ſuit, ſo often bruſhed that it was become a 
mere ſieve and would let any thing through 
but his money and you will have a faithful 
portrait of this wretched curmudgeon. In 
purchaſing his daily food, to avoid impoſition, 
this extraordinary character uſually markets 
for himſelf: on this occaſion one day obſerv- 
ing the butcher. putting a bit of paper into 
the ſcale, merely from cleanlineſs, he ex- 


claimed, What are you doing? take that 


e out: I come here to buy meat, not paper!“ 
A farthing's-worth of milk ſerves the exigen- 
cies of the day, which he orders to be taken 
half at one door, and the remainder at the 
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other, to gain the little advantage of extra 


meaſure. 


A MISER has ever been held an 
object of ridicule, and even of contempt and 
hatred; how far deſervedly Iwill not take upon 
myſelf to decide. The world, however, will 
ſtill impute it as a crime to the individual ; if 
poſſeſſed of immenſe wealth, he ſtops the cur- 
rent of its circulation, and, as it were, dams 
up the genial ſtream, that, flowing naturally, 
would fertilize in its courſe. 


Tar Cathedral of St. Lawrence 
is a large gloomy building, filled with at- 
chievements covered with black velvet: the 
aiſles are ranged with ruth bottomed chairs, 
all numbered, cloſe to w!:ich are ſmall boxes, 
containing ſtoves for the uſe of the ladies. 
The trouble of climbing to the top of the 
church tower will be well repaid by the ex- 
tenſive view you will command, as from thence 
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is ſee n the Hague, Delft, Am ſterdam, Dort 
Briel, Utrecht, &c. &c. 


Tux Exchange is a handſome 
quadrangular building, finiſhed in 1736, and 
not ſo large as that of London. 


Tu Weeſe, or Orphan-houſe, con- 
tains near ſix hundred boys, and girls, who 
are kept exceedingly clean and neat: it is a 
building worthy notice. In the College of 
Anatomy you will find amuſement for half 
an hour. Among other curioſities, you can 
not fail to notice the old Dutchman, your 
guide, who is as rare an animal, and in as 


high preſervation as any object the muſeum 
affords. 


On a handſome arch, which joins 
the navigation of the canals, is erected a very 
ſuperb bronze figure, near ten feet high, finely 
executed, of that juſtly celebrated reſtorer of 
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the Latin tongue, Eraſmus ; of whoſe birth 
this city claims the honour. This beautiful 
figure 1s a chef-d'ceuvre of the famous archi- 
tect and ſtatuary Henry de Keiſer : It was fi- 
niſhed in the year 1622, and on its pedeſtal 
are the following Dutch lines by Oudaan, a 
poet of much eminence : 


Hier rees die groote Zon, en ging te Bazel onder ! 

De Rykſtad eer* en vier' dien Heilig in zyn Grav ; 

Dit tweede leeven geevt, die't eerſte leeven gav : 

Maar 't ligt der taalen, 't zout der zeden, 't heerlyk Wonder; 
W aar met de Lievde, en V reede, en Godgeleerdheid praald, 
Word met geen grav gèeerd nog met geen beeld betaald : 
Dies moet hier't lugtgewele ERASM US overdekken, 
Nadien geen mind're plaats zyn Tempel kan verſtrekken!. 


Tre ſenſe of which I have thus 
attempted in Engliſh : 


ERASMUS, 
The glorious Sun of human knowledge, 
That Maſter of Eloquence, 
Moraliſt, 
And Wonder of the World, 
Roſe here and ſet at Baſil: 

May that imperial City honour him in the grave ! 
No 
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the Latin tongue, Eraſmus ; of whoſe birth 
this city claims the honour. This beautiful! 
figure 1s a chef-d'ceuvre of the famous archi- 
tect and ſtatuary Henry de Keiſer : It was fi- 
niſned in the year 1622, and on its pedeſtal 
are the following Dutch lines by Oudaan, a 


poet of much eminence : 


Hier rees die groote Zon, en ging te Brel onder! 

De Rykſtad eer' en vier' dien Heilig in zyn Grav 

Dit tweede leeven geevt, die't eerſte leeven gay: 

Maar 't ligt der taalen, t zout der zeden, 'tneerlyk Wonder; 
W aar met de Lievde, en V reede, en Godyeleerdhe:d praald, 
Word met geen grav geeerd nog met geen beeld hetaald: 
Dies moet hier't lugrgewele ERASM US overdekken, 
Nadien geen mind're plaats zyn Tempel kan verit exkent 


Trae ſenſe of which I have thus 
attempted in Engliſh : 


ERASMUS, 
The glorious Sun of human knowledge, 
That Maſter of Eloquence, 
Moraliſt, 
And Wonder of the World, 
Roſe here and ſet at Bat] : 
May that imperial City honour him in the grave ! 
No 
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No decoration of ſculptur'd ornament, 
No ſumptuous tomb, 


Nor coſtly ſtatue, 
Can add fame or honour to a Geniug 
For whom only 
The vaulted roof of High Heaven 
Forms the proper 
Temple. 


Mucn pains was taken by a 
bigotted ſect, called Contra-remonſtrants, 
againſt the ſetting up of this ſtatue; and they 
were ſo near gaining their point, that it was 
carried in the ſenate by a majority of only 
two. The former ſtatue was deſtroyed by the 
Spaniards in 1572 ; it is ſaid to have been a 
good figure, formed from a hard bluiſh ſtone. 
The Spaniards, inſtigated by a monk of their 
country, ſhot at it with their muſquets, after 
which it was thrown into the canal; but on 
the expulſion of their ſuperſtitious and bloody 
perſecutors, was again ſet up, by order of the 


magiſtrates, where it remained till this bronze 


figure 
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figure was completed in 1622. The firſt ſta- 
tue of this illuſtrious man was in wood, erect- 


ed in the year 1549. 


In a narrow ſtreet leading from 
the ſtatue to the great church, is now ſtanding 
the houſe in which he was born, on the 28th 
of October, 1467. On a fillet, running acroſs 
the front (as ſeen in the annexed drawing, 
which I made on the ſpot) is the foliowing, 
inſcription: 

Edibus his ortus mundam decoravit Eraſmus 
Aritibus ingenuis, religione, fide. 


Fatalis ſeries nobis invidit Eraſmum, 
At Deſiderium tollere non potuit. 


Pop, in his Eſſay on Criticiſm, 


bears teſtimony to the ſuperior talents of 


Eraſmus in the following lines: 


« At length Eraſmus, that great injur'd name, 
c The glory of the prieſthood, and the ſhame, 
« Stemm'd the wild torrent of a barb'rous age, 


« And drove thoſe holy Vandals off the ſtage.” 


THIS 


t 
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Tuts learned man is ſaid to have 
been well ſkilled in the art of painting, an ac- 
compliſhment not improbably derived from 
his great intimacy with Hans Holbein. Hou- 
braken tells us, that Van Bleeſwyk, in his 
Hiſtory of Delft, mentions, that Eraſmus, 
while in the convent at Emaus; near Gouda, 
painted ſeveral pictures; among which was a 
crucifixion in miniature, much eſteemed by 
the connoifſeur. It 1s at preſent in the col- 
lection of Mr. Cornelius Ploos Van Amſtel, 
at Amſterdam ; and was formerly in the poſ- 


ſeſſion of the learned Cornelius Muſius, prior 
of a convent at Delft. 


Wx viſited the Dutch and French 
playhouſes. At the latter we were not ill en- 
tertained with the Deſerter, and the School 


for Fathers, as an after-piece. The houſe is 


rather plain, but commodious; and you may 
be ſerved in any part, even in the pit, with 
coffee, lemonade, or any refreſhment you can 


wiſh, 
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wiſh, without inconvenience to yourſelf or 
neighbour : this advantage ariſes from the 
ſeats being all numbered, which prevents 
crouding or diſſatisfaction. The players, all 
wearing orange cockades, made rather a whim- 
fical appearance; but at this time, party run- 
ning very high, every one 1s obliged to pro- 
vide himſelf with this paſſport; even the 
tails of the horſes are adorned with this prince- 


ly appendage. 


A PERSON is now in confinement 
for ſtabbing another becauſe his orange cock- 
ade was not fo large as it ſhould be : this ſure- 
ly was not the © reproof valiant,” and is likely 
to be attended with very ſerious conſequences. 
To conſtitute the crime, and ſubject to the 
puniſhment of murder, the laws of Holland 
require, that the death of the party wounded 
muſt follow within a limited time after the 
wound received: ſhould he ſurvive that period 


and die after; how clear ſo ever it may be, 
E that 


_ — 


— — 
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that he died in conſequence of the wound, 
the ſentence of the delinquent is mitigated. 
Shoe- ſtrings are deemed a mark of oppoſi- 


tion to the Prince, and are as ſuch, unſafe to 


be worn, and never ſeen but on the feet of a 
ſtranger; among whom I was one, and I af 
ſure you did not paſs unnoticed. 


Many of the merchants. have their- 


country retreats in the neighbouring vil- 


lages, ſeldom at a greater diſtance than two 


miles from the city; {till clinging, as it were, 
to the ſpot which was the ſource of their 
wealth; and hourly caſting a © longing, 
&© ling ring look behind.” Theſe retreats 
from the fogs of the climate are anly habitable 


about two months in the-year ; and their fi- 


tuation and approach are ſeldom found. to 
accord, either in taſte or ſtyle, with the eye of 
an Engliſhman. The true art of gardening, 
or having © Nature to advantage dreſt,” has, 
in a very ſmall degree, found its way to this 
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country. Long, ſtraight alleys of monſtrouſ- 
ly diſtorted trees, with hoſts of heavy gods 
and thick-legged goddeſſes, too often obtrud- 
ing as the principal ornaments ; while 


« The ſuff ring eye inverted nature ſees, 

tc Trees cut to ſtatues, ſtatues cut to trees; 

« With here a fountain never to be play'd, 
And there a ſummer-houſe that knows no ſhade.” 


I Do not advance this ſtricture on 

Dutch gardening as univerſal; but it cer- 
tainly appears to me, that the luxuriancy of 
vegetative nature 1s more reſtricted in this 
country than in any I have ever ſeen, as their 
object ſeems rather to be formal exactneſs than 
true ſimplicity or grandeur. Habits are as 
inveterate in the arts as in the paſſions of 
men; and ſurely this truth was never ſo for- 
cibly demonſtrated as in the Dutch, who, 
roving and collecting from every corner of 
the world whatever 1s rare or valuable, and 
adminiſtering to the wants and embelliſh- 
E 2 ments 
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ments of all nations, ſtill adhere to their 


own peculiarities, however ſingular or ab- 
ſurd. 


AMonG many excellent artiſts to 
whom Rotterdam has given birth, I ſhall 
mention the Chevalier Vander Werf, born 
January 21ſt, 1659. The excellenee of his 
works 1s in ſome degree to be meaſured by 
the high prices they now bear. Portrait- 
painting was his firſt purſuit ; in which he 
ſo highly excelled as to attract the particular 
attention and even friendſhip of the Elector 
Palatine, by whom he was knighted in 1 703, 
and his deſcendants ennobled : he likewiſe 
preſented him with his portrait ſet in dia- 
monds, a chain of gold, and a medal of con- 
ſiderable value. Yet, at an early period, he 
almoſt entirely abandoned portrait-painting 
for the nobler ſtudy of hiſtory, in which the 
ſweetneſs and delicacy of his pencilling, and 
roundneſs of his figures, ſtand unrivalled ; 

though 
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though it muſt be owned, his high finiſhing 
ſometimes becomes hardneſs, and impreſſes 
the mind more with the 1dea of ivory than 
of .animated fleſh : and there is in general 
too much coldneſs in the effect of his pic- 
tures. From the year 1697 to the year 1716, 
he was engaged in the ſervice of the Elector 
Palatine, for whom he painted thirty-two 
pictures; from that period to 1722, he 
painted for Sir Gregory Page twelve ; and for 
the Duke of Tuſcany and others twenty- 
four ; which ſeem to have formed the whole 
of his works. His own portrait, with that 
of his wife and daughter, were ſent as a pre- 
ſent to Sir Gregory, in return for his great 
liberality to this artiſt, This celebrated paint - 
er died in 1727, aged 68. 


PETER VANDER WERF, brother to 
the Chevalier, but much inferior in his art, 
was born here in 1665. | 


Hrer< 
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HERMAN SACHTLEVEN, a land- 
Tcape-painter of much celebrity, born here in 
12609, was a diſciple of John Van Goyen. 
His pictures, though much laboured, pro- 
duce a happy effect from his faithful attention 
to truth. His touch was free and light ; and 
the acrial tmts judiciouſly arranged. His 
drawings are not in leſs eſtimation among 
the.connoifleurs than his works in oil. 


CorneLITUs SACHTLEVEN, his bro- 
ther, a very inferior artiſt, was alſo born at 
Rotterdam, 


I SHALL mention only one other 
Painter, a native of this city, Abraham Hon- 
dius, born in 1638, and famous for huntings 
and converſations, 


Tur ſpirited characters of his ani- 
mals, particularly dogs, the ſquareneſs of 
2ys pencilling, with the freedom of touch, 


and 
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and manner peculiar to himſelf, muſt ever 
render his works pleaſing to the amateur. 

It may be obſerved, that in many of his pic- 

tures the ſkies are remarkably red : the cauſe 

aſſigned for this is, a heavy bill too often with 
the colour-man, and credit ſo low that ultra. 
marine was no longer to be obtained. 


Or living artiſts here are a few of 
ſome eminence, particularly Mr. Van Ny- 
megen, the father, who paints hiſtory, and 
the ſon, landſcape, in the ſtyle of Pyna- 
ker: Mr. Langendyck, who deſigns battle- 
pieces, &c.; and Mr. Molyn, horſes and 

| cattle. 


I SHALL now conduct you to a few 
private collections, in the poſſeſſion of gentle- 
men who will be gratified in giving pleaſure 
to an amateur of the fine arts; and to whom, 

EI as ſuch, you will find little difficulty of acceſs : . 


MR. 
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Mx. VANDERPoT; Seigneur de Gro- 
eneveld, who has been ' baniſhed on account 
of the late civil commotions; Mr. Cramer, 


Mr. Lockhorſt, and Mr. Heybrock. 


Havi a wiſh to viſit Dort, a 
place ſo much noticed in the works. of the 
famous Dutch artiſts, we intend making a 
ſhort excurſion. thither to-morrow. » In the 
interim, | 

Adieu! 
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ed, and fill the mind with the ſublimity of 
the artiſt. 


In the chapel of the Virgin, Saint 
Francis on his knees receiving the Infant Jeſus 
from the hands of the mother, is a ſtriking and 
beautiful picture. 


Id the choir are two whole length fi- 
gures of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, which 


are well diſpoſed : the heads and draperies are 


particularly excellent, 


Ovxx the grand altar of the Beguinage 
or houſe of the Devout Maids, 1s a Virgin 


and dead Chriſt by Van Dyck : the character 


and colouring are excellent, and the touch 
of the pencil is free and delicate, and wor- 
thy the hand of this charming painter. 


Nx AR the pulpit is a picture by Jor- 
daens of the Crucifixion, with the Virgin, 
Vo II. F Saint 
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ed, and fill the mind with the ſublimity of 
the artiſt. 


In the chapel of the Virgin, Saint 
Francis on his knees receiving the Infant Jeſus 
from the hands of the mother, is a ſtriking and 
beautiful picture, 


Id the choir are two whole length fi- 
gures of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, which 
are well diſpoſed : the heads and draperies are 
particularly excellent, 


Ovex the grand altar of the Beguinage 
or houſe of the Devout Maids, is a Virgin 
and dead Chriſt by Van Dyck : the character 
and colouring are excellent, and the touch 
of the pencil 1s free and delicate, and wor- 


thy the hand of this charming painter. 


Ny A the pulpit is a picture by Jor- 


daens of the Crucifixion, with the Virgin, 
Vo“ II, F Saint 
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Saint John, &c. it has much of the Italian 
School, is well coloured, and very correctly 
drawn. 


AFTER viewing ſo many pictures, the 
eye will find ſome relief in examining the 
ſculptures by Scheemaker in the church 
of the citadel, particularly the tomb of the 
Marquis Del Pico, formerly governor of this 
place. 'The altar is of marble, with copper 
ornaments, gilt, repreſenting the Holy 'Tri- 
nity, attended by Angels, &c. 


HRE is alſo a picture by Otho Venias, 
the maſter of Rubens: the ſubject is, the 
Reſurrection, and the execution 1s not un- 
worthy his pencil. 


SEVERAL convents have been ſuppreſſed 
within theſe three years; ſuch as the Annun- 


ciates, Jacobines of the order of St. Domi- 
nique, &c. 
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To go into the particular hiſtory of this 


once great city, and its various productions 


of arts and artiſts, would ſwell this work 
much beyond its original intention; I ſhall 
therefore in my next confine myſelf to a ſhort 
memorial of a few names and thoſe of the 
firſt excellence in the Flemiſh ſchool : Names 
from which Antwerp derives ſo much fame, 
and the connoiſſeur world ſo much ſatisfac- 
tion. 
Adieu 
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LETTER Ill. 


ANTWERP, 


DEAR SIR, 


IN my laſt I promiſed you a 
ſketch of the lives of the principal artiſts this 
city has produced; and among theſe that 


Prince of painters, Peter Paul Rubens ranks 
firſt. 


Tris extraordinary man was born at Co- 
logne, on the 28th June 1577, of a very good 
family of this city; who, in conſequence of 
the civil wars in Brabant, were obliged about 
that time to retire to Cologne, till Antwerp 
upon their releaſe from the Spaniſh Yoke by 
the Duke of Parma, was reſtored to a ſtate of 


tranquillity ; 
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tranquillity : when his family returned there, 
and his father took on himſelf his former 
office of Sheriff of the City, and Profeſlor of 
Civil Law. The pains taken in the educa- 
tion of Rubens from his infancy were very 
amply repaid by the progreſs he made in claſ- 
ſical learning and the ſciences: Thus accom- 
pliſhed and with a perſon remarkably hand- 
ſome, he was early placed as a page to the 
Counteſs of Lalain, Governeſs of the Low 
Countries; a ſituation, indolent and enervat- 
ing, and ill ſuited to the active and ardent 
ſpirit of our artiſt, Upon the death of his 
father he made earneſt application to his 
mother, that he might be put into a line, 
that would give greater ſcope to his aſpiring 
Genius and by her means was enabled to 
ſtudy under ſeveral artiſts of great eminence, 
particularly Otho Venius, ſtyled the Flemiſh 
Raphael. Here by much application and a 
mind formed for great attainments, at the 
age of twenty-three, he became an object of 

ſuch 
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ſuch univerfal admiration ; that he was in- 
vited by the Duke of Mantua to his palace, 
and reſided with him there ſeveral years. 


DuRiNG this time he purſued that glo- 
rious ſtudy in which he ſo eminently excel- 
led, with an eagerneſs, bordering upon en- 
thuſiaſm ; and while painting the combat 
between Turnus and Eneas, was overheard 
by the Duke, as if rapt with his ſubject, 
thundering out this paſſage from Virgil: 


“Ille etiam patriis agmen ciet,“ &c. 


His extraordinary talents, not only as a 
painter, but a man of letters, ſoon fixed 
him in a poſt of honor under the auſpices 
of the Duke, by whom he was appointed 
Envoy to the Court of Spain; and, while 
reſident in this character, he painted many 
hiſtorical pictures of the firſt conſequence. 


JohN, 
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Joun Duke of Braganza, afterwards 
King of Portugal, captivated by his various 
accompliſhments, alſo invited him to Villa- 
vicioſa, his then reſidence. Rubens made 
ſuch expenſive preparations for his intended 
viſit, that the Duke caught alarm at the 
expence with which it ſeemed to threaten 
him, and begged he would defer his journey 
a little longer, The noble-minded Rubens 
replied, he was not coming in his character 
of a painter, but for eight or ten days, as a 
viſitor, and had brought a thouſand piſtoles 
to ſpend in his excurſion. 


Tu celebrity of the works of Titian 
and Paul Veroneſe drew him to Venice ; 
where he acquired that fine ſtyle of rich and 
glowing colouring, which he never quitted. 


At Rome he painted many altar and other 


pieces; which remain as ſpecimens of the 
advantages he received from the Venetian 
School. From Rome he went to Genoa, 

which 
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which he enriched with his pictures and 
magnificent deſigns for their public build- 
ings. 


In the midſt of theſe vigorous purſuits 
in his art, maternal affection drew him to 
his native home, where he arrived too late 
to receive the laſt embraces of a departing 
and tender mother. 


His grief was for a time inconſolable ; 
and he retired to the Royal Abbey of St. 
Michel in this city, where for ſeveral months 
he avoided all ſociety : filial affection did 
not rank among the leaſt of his virtues ; 
and, in the noble purſuit of his art alone, 
he found mitigation of his exceſſive ſorrow. 
As ſoon as he began to recover from this 
affecting ſtroke, he entertained thoughts of 
returning to Mantua ; but the intreaty of 
the Archduke Albert and the fuperior influ- 
ence of love, detained him at Antwerp : 

and 
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I 8HALL not go farther into the detail 
of painters who were natives of this city ; 
but cloſe my letter with the names of two 
living artiſts, whoſe merits intitle them to a 
place in this recital; Mr. Verſtelg, who 
paints converſations in the manner of Schal- 
ken, a good ſpecimen of whoſe works is to 
be ſeen in the cabinet at the Hague; and 
Mr. Kuiper, famous for painting flowers. 


Wr ſhall now return to Rotterdam, 
in our way to Delft, whence I ſhall date my 
next, 


Adieu! 
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LETTER VI. 


DELFT. 
DEAR SIR, 


THE pleaſure we firſt found in 
travelling through this country by water 
has not diminiſhed. We yeſterday hired 
the roof of the trekſchuit for this place, 
which is about ſix miles diſtant. The trek- 
ſchuit is a large boat or barge, with a flat 
top, about fifty feet in length; and is capa- 
ble of containing forty perſons. The cabin, 
or as the Dutch term it, roof, will accom- 
modate conveniently about eight people; and 
ſhould always if poſſible, be previouſly enga- 
ged : ſhould you not be ſo fortunate as to pro- 
cure yourſelf a place there (the extra expence 
of which is very trifling) you will incur 

the 
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LETTER VI. 


DELFT: 


DEAR SIR, 


Tur pleaſure we firſt found in 
travelling through this country by water 
has not diminiſhed. We yeſterday hired 
the roof of the trekſchuit for this place, 
which is about ſix miles diſtant. The trek- 
ſchuit 1s a large boat or barge, with a flat 
top, about fifty feet in length ; and 1s capa- 
ble of containing forty perſons. The cabin, 
or as the Dutch term it, roof, will accom- 
modate conveniently about eight people; and 
ſhould always if poſſible, be previouſly enga- 
ged : ſhould you not be ſo fortunate as to pro- 
cure yourſelf a place there (the extra expence 


of which is very trifling) you will incur 


the 
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the riſk of ſuffocation, by mixing with the 
company within ; where the men all ſmoke, 
and the women (ſtrange to tell) ſit motion- 
leſs. The ſcene has all the ſtillneſs of a 
quaker's meeting, with all the ſtupidity of 
downright idiotiſm. 


Tux beauties of travelling cannot, you 
will conclude, be within, but without the 
barge; on which, if the weather proves 
fine, as at preſent, nothing can exceed the 
mode of conveyance. The country around 
being flat, your view 1s uninterrupted. 
The canals, which are eight or ten feet 
deep, are tranſparent, bordered with trees, 
and interſperſed with ſmall pleaſure-houſes, 
which form a moſt delightful ſcene. 


Tux trekſchuit is drawn by one horſe, 
whoſe pace is regularly three miles an hour 
— you will obſerve, the mode of calculating 
diſtances here is by the hour, not by the 


G 2 mile: 
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mile: in two hours, then, we reached this 
place. The boat is ſo ſteady in its motion, 
that you may write or draw, without the 
leaſt inconvenience. A number of wind- 
mills are interſperſed on the banks and 
neighbourhood for ſawing timber, cutting 
tobacco, and other purpoſes : the land con- 
tiguous 1s all paſture. About the midway 
to Delft, we paſſed a very pretty village, 
called Overſchie. Cloſe to the canal runs 
the high road, bordered with a row of lofty 
elms. 


Tux city of Delft is the capital of Delft- 
land in the province of Holland, and is 
about two miles in circumference. In the 
ſquare or market- place, facing the church, 
is the town-houſe, the fagade of which is 
worthy attention. The ſteeple of the new 
church is eſteemed the moſt beautiful of 
any in the low countries; and has a re- 
markable ſet of chimes, conſiſting of four 

or 
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or five hundred bells, which play every 
quarter of an hour. This is a ſpecies of 
muſic the Dutch are univerſally fond of: 
the bells are ſo diſpoſed on the outſide of 
the ſpire, as to add much to the beauty of 
the building. Within the church is ſhewn 
a marble tomb of William, the firſt Prince 
of Orange. It is a work of much merit; 
and the execution, in parts, well deſerves a 
critical attention, The murder of this 
firſt Prince of Orange, in the fifty-ſecond 
year of his age, is related to have been 


perpetrated at the Old Palace in this town; 


on the 1oth of July, 1584, where is ſeen, 
at the bottom of the ſtair-caſe, a hole, ſaid 
to be the mark of the piſtol ball, which paſ- 
ſed through his body. The aſſaſſin was 
Balthazar Girard, who had for ſome years 
premeditated this maſlacre. 


IT is extraordinary that, about two 


years before, an attempt was made to 
aſ- 
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aſſaſſinate this Prince at Antwerp by a vil- 
lain of the name of Jaureguy; who was to 
have been rewarded with twenty-five thou- 
ſand ducats : but, the piſtol miſſing fire, his 
ſanguinary purpoſe was not effected. 


In the old church are ſhewn the tombs 
of Admiral Van * Tromp, and Admiral 
Heine, his contemporary. 


Tur Spin-houſe, or Bridewell, where 
poor female culprits are kept, ſhould be no- 
ticed, and that with an eye of commiſera- 
tion, —Surely, twenty or even ten years con- 
finement is much too ſevere a puniſhment 
for a fault, which if modern divines were 


* I HAvE applied the epithet Yan, as he is generally 
called, in England, Van Tromp ; yet I have reaſon to 
believe it has nothing to do with his name. 
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to reform our Litany, would hardly be de- 
nominated a deadly ſin; 


« Through tatter'd clothes fmall vices do appear.“ 


Two ſpacious ſtreets, having broad canals 
bordered with trees, as at Rotterdam, form 
the principal part of the town. It has but 
little trade: the Delft manufactory, once ſo 
famous, is, by the intercourſe with China 
and the modern 1mprovements in the manu- 


facture, rendered fo trifling, as to be ſcarcely 


an object of commerce. Hence it may be 


obſerved, how little reliance ſhould be had 
on the permanency of traffic in any art, in 
which we fancy we excel.—The Delft-ware, 
once held all over Europe in ſuch eſtimation 
as to be a ſubject worthy the embelliſhments 
of the pencils of Van Goyen, Vandevelt and 
other eminent artiſts, 1s now confined merely 
to the purpoſes of the kitchen ; and it 1s not 
impoſſible, but that Britiſh taſte, now em- 


ployed 


3 


ployed in imitating the claſſic treaſures of 
Herculaneum, may in time ſo improve on 
their originals, as to take from the antique 
its boaſted ſuperiority. 


To aſcertain, in ſome meaſure, the value 
of earthen ware, there is at the ſeat of Brigge 
Fountaine, Eſq. of Narford, in Norfolk, a 
cabinet of it, painted by the divine Raphael; 
for which, they tell you, his preſent Majeſty 
offered the family no leſs a ſum than five 
thouſand pounds. 


Tris town is exceedingly dull, being 
principally inhabited by perſons who have 
acquired fortunes ſufficient to retire from 
buſineſs, and wiſh to make no farther noiſe 
in the world. The pavement before moſt 
of the houſes is black and white marble. 
In the back part of our inn, which is the 
largeſt I have yet ſeen in Holland, is a ſpa- 
cious hall; ſet apart for the Burghers, who 
are formed into a corps of archers, among 

theſe 
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theſe the beſt ſhot is made King of the 
Society for a year. In this apartment is a 
large well-painted picture by Mirevelt, who 
was born in this city; containing many por- 
traits of the Burgo-maſters and principal of- 
ficers, who made reſiſtance againſt the Spa- 
niards in the 16th century : thoſe of the 
famous penſioner De Witt and Hugo Gro- 


tius, when young, are conſpicuous in the 
picture. 


Or Hugo Grotius, a native of this town, 


J can ſcarcely be juſtified in mentioning 


farther particulars ; eſpecially to you, who 
are ſo well verſed in the biography of the 
learned: but, as the information came to 
me on the ſpot and differs a little from what 
has been generally ſaid on the ſubject, I 
ſhall, without reference to books, give it 
you verbatim. 


Vox. I. 11 Wurn 
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Wurd very young, his abilities were in 
ſuch eſteem, that he was engaged by the 
States, to accompany the Dutch Ambaſſa- 
dor, Barneveldt, to the court of France; 
where, though Henry the IV. had diſcern- 
ment enough to ſhew him much attention, 
he could not help expreſſing to Grotius him- 
ſelf, his aſtoniſhment, that the States ſhould 
ſend as an aſſiſtant in an embaſly, a youth 
without a beard. But he was no leſs aſto- 
niſhed with the youth's reply. © Had the 
*« States conceived your Majeſty meaſured 
abilities by the length of beard, they 
* would have ſent, in my ſtead, a he-goat 
© of Norway.” 


On his return from France in 1607, at 
the age of twenty-four, he was made Advo- 
cate-general ; and in May 1619, was ar- 
reſted and condemned to perpetual impriſon- 
ment in the caſtle of Louveſtein : but in 
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about a year and a half, after much ſevere 
treatment, he accompliſhed his eſcape.* 


Her retired to France, where he met with 
a very kind reception ; though much artifice 
was uſed, by the Dutch Ambaſſadors, to pre- 
judice the King againſt him. He was after- 
wards made. Counſellor to Queen Chriſtina 
of Sweden; from whoſe ſervice, he, with 
much difficulty, obtained permiſſion to re- 


* The manner of which is thus related-—His wife, 
Maria Van Reygerſbergen, a woman of much learning 
and accompliſhment, had ſo ingratiated herſelf with the 
Governor's Lady, as to obtain permiſſion, during the ab- 
ſence of the Governor, to return to a friend at Gorcum 
ſeme books which her huſband had borrowed. Grotius 
was conveyed in the trunk which was provided for the 
books, and by the addreſs and good management of a maid 
ſervant, who accompanied this learned treaſure ; was ſafe- 
ly landed, but not without ſome danger of being drilled 
through the body, from the curioſity of the porters, who 
on carrying him down ſtairs, had ſuſpicion, that the weight 
of the trunk was too great for waſte paper, 
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tire : but this favour was accompanied with 
ſeveral conſpicuous marks of her eſteem. 


On quitting Sweden he was caſt away in 
a ſtorm on the coaſt of Pomerania : thence 
he continued his journey by land, till illneſs 
obliged him to ſtop at Roſtoc, where he died 
on the 28th of Auguſt, 1645; and from 
whence he was conveyed to this place, where 
he was interred among his anceſtors. 


In the Town-houſe, and in private hands, 
are here found ſome of the beſt pictures of 
Frank Hals. 


OF painters, this city has produced ma- 

ny of much eminence : Leonard Bramer, a 
diſciple of Rembrandt and painter of hiſ- 
tory; and Peter Bronkhorſt, who painted 
buildings and figures with much ſucceſs. 
In the council chamber are two good hiſtori- 
cal pictures by this maſter ; the judgment of 
Solomon, 
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Solomon, and Chriſt driving the money 
changers out of the temple : 


CuAR LES FABRIC1Us, eſteemed a good 
maſter of portrait and perſpective : High 
expectation was formed of this artiſt by the 
connoifleurs of his time ; but by an unfor- 
tunate exploſion of a gunpowder magazine 
in his neighbourhood, he was blown up 
while at work in his chamber, together with 
his diſciple, Matthias Spoors. 


A PAINTER of very conſiderable merit 
in hiſtory and portrait, Cornelius De Maan, 
paſſed much of his time in Italy; from 
whence he returned to Delft, greatly improv- 
ed in taſte and deſign. A fine ſpecimen of 
his ſuperior excellence 1s preſerved in the 
great hall of the phyſicians and ſurgeons : it 
contains portraits of thoſe of the firſt rank 
of that time, is well grouped, and coloured 
much in the ſtyle of Titian, and in parts not 


1— 


Th 


inferior; and is, on the whole, a picture 
worthy of admiration, and a model for 
artiſts. 


I cannorT cloſe this letter without men- 
tioning the name of Michael Jan Mirevelt, 
a portrait painter of very conſiderable merit, 
born here in 1.568. He was early placed 
with Jerome de Weirinx, an engraver ; un- 
der whom he made conſiderable progreſs, 
and at the age of twelve produced ſeveral 
well-engraved plates : but he ſoon quitted 
the graver for the pencil, and under the tui- 
tion of Blocklandt, became eminent as a 
painter. He was invited to England by 
Charles I. but the plague, breaking out at 
the time, prevented his acceptance of the 
offer. He was principally employed at the 
Hague, and is ſaid to have painted more than 
ten thouſand portraits, for which he received 
a very good price ; for a three-quarter por- 
trait one hundred and fifty florins, and for 
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other ſizes in proportion. The ſweetneſs of 


colouring in his heads, and free manner of 


touching the hair, much reſembling Hol- 
bein, fully juſtifies the high rank which he 
held, as a portrait painter : he died in this 
city in 1641, aged 73. Beſides the pictures 
I have mentioned in the room where the 
Burghers meet, there is another in the Sur- 
geon's Hall by this maſter, of very conſider- 
able merit. 


Wr are preparing to embark for the 
Hague, 


Adieu 
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LETTER VII. 


HAGUE. 
DEAR SIR, 


Wi left Delft by our favourite 
mode of conveyance, the trekſchuit, for the 
Hague. The diſtance is about fix miles. 
In the village of Ryſwyk, about half way 


from Delft, nothing can ſurpaſs the beauty 
of the ſcene. 


I wovLD adviſe you to leave the trek- 
ſchuit at the bridge (as deſcribed in the 
drawing), and walk to the village, about half 
a mile diſtant, It was a palace of William 
III. called the houſe of Neubeurg ; and is 
rendered famous from the peace concluded 


there, after a nine years war, on the 2oth of 


September 1697, between the confederate 


powers 
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HAGUE. 
DEAR SIR, 


WE left Delft by our favourite 
mode of conveyance, the trekſchuit, for the 
Hague. The diſtance is about ſix miles, 
In the village of Ryſwyk, about half way 
from Delft, nothing can ſurpaſs the beauty 
of the ſcene. 


I wouLD adviſe you to leave the trek- 
ſchuit at the bridge (as deſcribed in the 
drawing), and walk to the village, about half 
a mile diſtant, It was a palace of William 
III. called the houſe of Neubeurg ; and is 
rendered famous from the peace concluded 
there, after a nine years war, on the 2oth of 
September 1697, between the confederate 
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powers and Louis XIV. called the peace of 
Ryſwyk. 


As the trekſchuit waits not a moment, 
you have a pleaſant walk to the Hague, 
where we arrived in very good time for din- 
ner. The ſcenery here became richer; and 
nature, as we got nearer to the Hague, ſeem- 


ed to grow refined, and breathe more the air 
of a court. 


You will perhaps ſmile at the opinion, 
but it is a truth; that nature may be ſoft- 
ened and embelliſhed by the hand of art, 
and derive ſuch variegated tints from taſte- 
ful culture, as to produce a beautiful effect, 
ſeldom found in Dutch landſcape. Thus it 
is with the cultivations and embelliſhments 
about the Hague, which certainly give the 
country a new and elegant appearance. 


THe annexed ſketch was made between 
Vol. I. I Ryſwyk 
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Ryſwyk and the Hague, or, as the Dutch 
term it, Graven Hague or Earls Grove, it 
having been formerly inhabited by the Earls 
of Holland. Though only a village, it is 
made the ſeat of Government, and the reſi- 
dence of foreign Miniſters ; and contains, 
perhaps, more elegant buildings than any 
other ſpot, of the ſize, in Europe. Its ele- 
vated ſituation and contiguity to the ſea, the 
purity of the air and diverſity of landſcape, 


give it pre-eminence over every other town 
in Holland. 


Tux ſtreets are ſpacious, elegantly built, 
well ſhaded with trees, and amply ſupplied 
with water. 


Tux ſquares and public buildings are 
numerous, but the moſt beautiful part of 
the Hague is the Vyverburg ; on one ſide of 
which is an elegant row of houſes, and on 
the other a large baſon of water, called the 

Vyver, 


4 
2 
4 

1 

3 
5 
xd 
* 
* 
A 
, 


— = * —_— — ” — 
— 2 2 ˙ ———— 


"YR 
— RS 


„ 
9 "+ + 
— l 7 * * 


[4 i 
4 


—— —— 


rr 


1 
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Vyver, almoſt a quarter of a mile in length; 
and near this is the Mall, railed in, and 
ſtrewed with ſhells, like all the public walks 
in the Hague: a circumſtance which ren- 
ders them exceedingly unpleaſant. 


Tun houſe of Prince Wielburgh (who 
married the Prince of Orange's ſiſter) 1s the 
moſt elegant building here: the Hotel d' Op- 
dam, though much ſpoken of, I think in- 
ferior. 


Tu Hague is ſurrounded with a canal, 
bordered with elm- trees, acroſs which are 
many bridges. The Princeſs-Graft is half a 
mile in length, and proportionably broad. 


Tun French Theatre is in the Street 
Caſuari, ſmall but neat. The Aſſembly of 
the States was breaking up about three 
o'clock, juſt as we paſſed. On this occaſion 


the military were drawn out, and reſpect- 
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fully ſaluted the members; a ceremony (it 
ſeems) performed every day. 


Turs parade cannot fail to ſtrike an 
Engliſhman as ſingular ; as in our country 
alone (ſuch is the jealouſy of military power), 
the repreſentatives of the people wave all 
military homage, and will not even admit a 
centinel to be placed near the ſeat of deli- 
beration. 


Tux chamber, where the buſineſs of the 


ſtate is tranſacted, is a very handſome large 


room, hung with tapeſtry, and is contiguous 
to that in which the Ambaſſadors are receiv- 
ed: at the end is a whole- length picture of 
William III. Very near this room is a ſpa- 
cious hall, where the Court of Juſtice is 
kept, in which are ſeven pictures by Laireſſe: 
the firſt, Eneas with his father Anchiſes ; 
the ſecond, over the chimney-piece, repre- 
ſents Juſtice ; the third, the Story of Pom- 

peius; 
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peius; the fourth, the Bride of Carthage 
ſent back by Scipio to her huſband ; the 
fifth, Horatius Cocles ſolely defending the 
bridge of Rome; the ſixth, Scipio, where 
he makes the people ſwear to defend Italy 
againſt Hannibal ; and the ſeventh, the Hiſ- 
tory of Fabius Maximus ; who having con- 
quered the Samnites, contrary to the order 
of the Dictator, Lucius Curſor, was con- 
demned to death, but obtained his pardon 
from the people. 


NEexT to this is an apartment where the 
Miniſters withdraw, &c. in which are twelve 
ſmall pictures, the Hiſtory of Claudius Ci- 
vilis; and ſaid, by the perſon who ſhews 
them, to be by Holbein, but they are more 
in the manner of Parmegiano. 


Our guide informed us that the great 
Lord Bolingbroke offered ten thouſand pounds 
for them; but this wants confirmation. 
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Ix the front of the Town-houſe are two 
Latin proverbs ; the latter of which is well 
underſtood by every Hollander : 


« Ne Jupiter quidem omnibus.“ 
« Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum,” 


Is the Burgo-maſter's room, in the 
Town-houſe, is a very fine picture by the 
Chevalier Charles De Moor ; repreſenting 
all the Members of the Regency of the 


year 1717. 


Tuxsg apartments all overlook the Vy- 
ver, and are exceedingly pleaſant. The 
houſes or rather palaces adjoining are ele- 
gant in the extreme. The reſidence of the 


Engliſh, and moſt of the foreign Miniſters, 
1s on this ſpot. 


Tur French church boaſts more anti- 
quity than any other at the Hague ; and is 
rendered 
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rendered famous, as the burying place of 
ſeveral Counts of Holland. When it was 
repaired, about four years ſince, the corpſe 
of William, the ſixth King of the Romans 
and Count of Holland, was found well pre- 
ſerved : the body intire, the ſkin quite black, 
and the teeth perfectly white. In the ſame 
church 1s entombed the famous Barneveldt. 


Wr yeſterday attended the parade in ex- 
pectation of ſeeing the Prince, but were diſ- 
appointed; after which, having previouſly 
procured a ticket of admiſſion, we viſited 
the cabinet of natural curioſities, open every 
day at twelve. 


Tur collection conſiſts of ſhells, pre- 
cious ſtones, petrifactions, foſſils, minerals, 
and birds, well preſerved. To enter into a 
detail would be tedious, and perhaps beyond 
my ability : the connoiſſeur in that purſuit 
may get better information on the ſpot. 

The 


„ 


The concha veneris, pelican, and hippopota- 
mus, or ſea-horſe, moſtly attracted our atten- 
tion. The whole is neatly, and well diſ- 
poſed : but without partiality, I think the 
collection made by the late Sir Aſhton Lever 
much ſuperior. 


Nxax the houſe where this cabinet is 
preſerved (which I ſhould mention was pur- 
chaſed of the Counteſs of Albermarle) ſtands 
the priſon; in which the famous De Witts 
were confined, before they ſo undeſervedly 


fell martyrs to the blind frenzy of an ig- 
norant rabble. 


To the Prince's cabinet of pictures 1 
need not requeſt you to pay particular atten- 
tion. The whole collection is of the firſt 
and beſt quality, well choſen, and in excellent 
preſervation. Portraits by Titian, Holbein, 
Rembrandt, Van Dyck, and others; and 
cabinet pictures by Gerard Dow, Metzu, Po- 


lem- 
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lemburgh, Iſaac Oſtade, &c. Some excellent 
landſcapes by Vernet, particularly the water- 
fall of Tivoli, perhaps the beſt he ever 
painted-: a large landſcape, with cattle, by 
Paul Potter, painted in 1647 (large as life), 
wherein the particular characters of the ani- 
mals heads are marked, in a manner peculiar 
and reached only by the talents of that great 
maſter. There are likewiſe two by Lingle- 
back; the embarkation of Charles II. from 
Scheveling, the beſt I ever ſaw by that 
painter. Of Vandevelts, there are two moſt 
beautiful. Portraits by Rubens, of himſelf 
and wives. A virgin and child, by Raphael. 
Fruit and game, by Weeninx. By Wover- 
mans, a large battle- piece, &, To enume- 
rate them further would be tedious. The 
collection is perfectly chaſte, and ſelected 
with great judgment. 


HA vixNd viewed every thing recommend- 
Vor. I. K ed 
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ed to us here, we made an excurſion, early 
yeſterday morning, to Scheveling, about two 
miles diſtant. The ride is delightful, through 
an avenue of lime-trees about a mile in 
length, forming a beautiful viſta, which 1s 
terminated by the church of Scheveling. 
On each ſide this charming road the foot- 
way 1s perfectly commodious, and ſhaded 
from the heat of the ſun. 


Tux ſea breaking upon the eye, juſt at 
the extremity of this grand avenue, forms a 
noble and pictureſque object. The beauty 
of the morning, with the buſy ſcenery on 
the ſhore of multitudes of fiſhermen and 
women, all eagerly engaged and ſo character- 
iſtically grouped, induced me to attempt the 
encloſed ſketch : in making which, the boors 
ſeemed quite as well entertained with me as 
I was with them; eagerly crouding round, 
and expreſſing their pleaſure and ſurprize by 

ſuch 
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ed to us here, we made an excurſion, early 
yeſterday morning, to Scheveling, about two 
miles diſtant. The ride is delightful, through 
an avenue of lime-trees about a mile in 
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terminated by the church of Scheveling. 
On each ſide this charming road the foot- 
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women, all eagerly engaged and ſo character- 
iſtically grouped, induced me to attempt the 
encloſed ſketch : in making which, the boors 
ſeemed quite as well entertained with me as 
I was with them; eagerly crouding round, 
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ſuch broad grins and ſhouts of applauſe, as 
would unprepared have alarmed the infernal 


regions. 


Tur beach here forms a very different 
proſpect to that we are accuſtomed to in 
England; where the ſurrounding cliffs add 
grandeur to the ſcenery, and the hardneſs of 
the gravelly ſhore gives a pleaſant foot-way : 
here the depth of ſand and immenſe quan- 
tity of ſhells, which the ſea 1s perpetually 
throwing up, render the walking ſo diſa— 
greeable, that we ſoon returned ſufficiently 
fatigued, yet with excellent appetites, to 
breakfaſt, at a ſmall ſnug houſe in the village 
of Scheveling; which is a ſmall fiſhing- 
place, and ſeems to have undergone little 
change ſince the days of D'Vlieger, Van 
Goyen, and other eminent painters, who 


have thought it an object worthy the pencil. 


ON our return to the Hague we viſited 
2 Port- 
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Portland gardens, in the poſſeſſion of the 
Counteſs Bentinck. They are much ſpoken 
of here for their ſtyle of cultivation, as being 


entirely in the Engliſh taſte ; and it 1s true, 
that they are fo, in as great a degree as the 
ſandy foil and the want of rich ſcenery will 
allow. They are about three miles in cir- 
cumference, but with no extent of proſpect. 
This garden conſiſts of ſhort alleys, ſerpen- 
tine windings, and here and there a ſmall 
piece of green, ſtill water. Yet the ſhrubs 
ſeem to thrive ; and the orangery, conſiſting 
of near three hundred large trees and form- 
ing an amphitheatre, before a very large 
building, conſtructed for their reception in 
cold weather, 1s much to be admired. The 
dwelling-houſe 1s of no conſequence, yet for 
that and the grounds, it is ſaid, the Engliſh 
miniſter paid the enormous ſum of one thou- 
ſand pounds a year. 


Wurn we ſpeak thus unfavourably of a 


garden, 


L993 


garden, of ſo much celebrity in this place, it 
muſt be allowed that its preſent neglected 
ſtate (being unoccupied) has, in a great de- 
gree, obſcured its original beauty. 


HavinG heard much of the gardens of 
Griffier Fagel, we returned to the Hague, 
and procured an order for admiſſion, with- 
out which they cannot be ſeen. This regu- 
lation has been lately adopted, in conſequence 
of an injury ſuſtained from ſome miſchievous 
perſon. The grounds are very extenſive, 
but ſo like the former, that I cannot ſay 
much in their commendation. Nature is 
here alſo tortured into ſquares and angles; 
and the buildings, except one, which com- 


mands a view of Scheveling, the Hague, and 


the Sea, are in general diſpoſed with little 
taſte. 


| 


Tun houſe is ſmall, and merely a place 
of 
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of retirement from the buſineſs of the ſtate. 
I am told there are ſome good pictures with- 


in; but our order did not extend to an ad- 
miſſion. 


FRou hence we drove to the houſe in 
the wood (about a mile from the Hague) 
where the Prince of Orange generally reſides 
about two months in the year. It is a com- 
fortable villa, that a private gentleman of 
moderate fortune might occupy. The houſe 
is pleaſantly ſituated in a fine wood, which 
is the firſt I have yet ſeen, and (except that 
at Haerlem) is, I believe, the only one of 
oonſequence in the country. The encloſed 
{ketch will give you a more perfect idea of 
the houſe and its ſituation. 


IT is remarked, that, in and near this 
wood, Waterloo made the principal part of | 
the ſtudies for his charming etchings. 
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wood, Waterloo made the principal part of 


the ſtudies for his charming etchings. 
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Tur ſaloon, or ball-room is an octagon, 
with a cupola, and gallery for muſic. 


Tux pictures, by Jordaens, are all in 
his beſt manner. Vulcan's forge, by Ru- 
bens, over the chimney, is a chef d'ceuvre of 
the maſter. This is the only grand apart- 
ment in the houſe. The Japan bed-cham- 
ber and cloſet are expenſive and elegant, 
beautifully inlaid with mother of pearl. 
The cloſet, particularly, is thoroughly Chi- 
neſe. 


THe reception we met with, as ſtrangers, 
was highly flattering. It was the character 
of Engliſhmen, that was our paſſport. Ex- 
preſſing our wiſh to ſee the Prince, the Court 
being then full, we were addreſſed by a gen- 
tleman (whom we afterwards found to be 
Lord Athlone) through whoſe politeneſs we 
gained admiſſion, and were with great affa- 
bility noticed by the Prince, He is ſhort in 

{tature, 
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ſtature, with much elegance and familiarity 
in his manner, not unlike our Royal Fa- 
mily. 


Tux Princeſs and her daughter, who is 
about eighteen, appeared in the room: their 
dreſſes were very plain, and they had no 
other mark of ſuperiority than a train-bearer. 


CHARMED with the native elegance and 
ſenſible expreſſion in the countenance-of the 
young Princeſs, I could not, on the inſtant, 
but cheriſh the hope of ſeeing her one day 


contributing to the ſplendor and felicity of 
the. Britiſh Court. 


So little ceremony is obſerved in the ex- 
terior of the houſe, that, juſt without the 
door of the apartment, where the Prince was 
giving audience (which was open) a woman 
was on her knees ſcrubbing the ſtair-caſe. 


I CAN= 
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I cANNoOT quit the Hague without per- 


miſſion to relate what is told at a neighbour- 
ing village, called Looſduynen, about a league 
from hence. The ſtory is fo trifling, that I 
ſhould not venture on its recital, but for 
the ſake of the explanation; although Eraſ- 
mus, and other authors of high eminence 
have mentioned it with much gravity :— 
e About the year 1276, a Counteſs of Hen- 
tc neſberg, aged 42, was delivered of three 
e hundred and fixty- five children at a birth; 


ſaid to be by the imprecations of a beggar 
« woman, who (on being refuſed charity) 
ce wiſhed ſhe might have as many children 
as there were days in the year.” Though 
a Dutch author mentions having ſeen the 
children, and deſcribes them no bigger than 
ſhrimps, and though at the village church 
is ſtill ſhewn the copper veſſel in which they 
were baptized by Guy, Biſhop of Utrecht, 
yet the truth ſeems to be, that on a 3d of 
January the beggar wiſhed the Counteſs 
Vor. I. L might 
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might have as many children as there had 
been days in the year: and that her wiſh 
was fulfilled by the good Counteſs being de- 
livered of three children on that day. It is 
ſaid, that credulity once ran ſo high in this 
village, as to induce them to place a picture 


in the church, illuſtrative of this whimſical 
ſubject. 


Havin G ſeen all that 1s worthy of at- 
tention, I ſhall cloſe this letter with giving 
you a liſt of the owners of ſuch private col- 
lections, as will beſt merit your notice. 


GRIFFIER FAGEL at his town houſe, 
in the Hague—Baron Cochoorn has a fine 
collection, but it is ſeldom he is in the hu- 
mour to ſhew them—Mr. Van Heteren—Mr. 
Slingeland—Mr. Nyman—and Mr. Vallette. 


Or painters now reſiding here who have 
ſuperior merit, I ſhall mention Mr. Haag, 


painter 


„ 


painter to the Prince of Orange, and keeper 
of the cabinet Mr. Schoũman, a good 
painter of birds and animals Mr. Van Os, 
flowers and ſea- pieces Mr. Prins excels in 
high-finiſhed landſcapes and buildings, in 
the ſtyle of Vander Hyde—Mr. Tieſpyn and 
Mr. Bollemais, in hiſtory—and Mr. Rudig 
is excellent in flowers. 


Taz Hague has produced many artiſts of 
eminence. John Le Duc, a diſciple of Paul 
Potter, was born here in 1636. He had 
great facility of pencil and excellence in de- 
ſign ; but his greateſt merit was his cloſe imi- 
tation of the ſtyle of his. maſter. We are 
led to regret his having quitted the pencil for 
the purſuit of arms, in which he obtained a 
company, and acquired the epithet of brave; 
after which he neither painted or deſigned. 
His etchings are juſtly eſteemed. He was 
director of the academy at the Hague, in 
1671, but the time of his death is not aſcer- 
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tained. A diſciple of Van Dyck, Adrian 
Hanneman, was born and principally reſided 
here: he had infinite merit as a portrait 
painter, and did honor to his maſter. He 
was chiefly employed by the Prince of Naſſau, 
for whom he painted many pictures, and 
ſome in hiſtory highly deſerving applauſe. 


THERE 1s a delicacy of colouring in his 
portraits, not much inferior to Van Dyck : 
his beſt works are to be found at the Hague: 
he was director of the academy there in 
1665. Daniel Mytens, as an excellent ar- 
tiſt, likewiſe does credit to the place of his 
nativity: he was born in 1636: he early 
viſited Rome, and gained much information 
from the ſociety of Carlo Maratti and Carlo 
Lotti. After reſiding a long time in Italy 
he returned to the Hague, where he was 
much careſſed by the lovers of the arts. An 
early taſte for pleaſure and expence, not leſ- 
ſened by his reſidence abroad, ſeemed to in- 

creaſe 
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creaſe with his years; and at the age of fifty- 
two he totally neglected the noble purſuit of 
excellence in the arts, and ſunk at once into a 
ſtate of debauchery, fatal to his health and 
fortune, The period in which he flouriſhed 
moſt as a painter ſeems to have been ſoon af- 
ter his return from Italy : which may be ob- 
ſerved in the excellence of the ſketch in the 


ceiling of the painters gallery, at the Hague. 
He died in 1688. 


For a father account of painters pro- 


duced here, I refer you to the biographers on 
the ſubject. 


Adieu. 
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LETTER VIII. 


DEAR SIR, 


AFTER a pleaſant paſſage in the 
trekſchuit, of about three hours and a half, 
we arrived at this city. 


ABouT half way from the Hague we 
ſtopped to change boats at an exceeding 
pretty village, called Leydſchendam; in the 
neighbourhood of which the pleaſure-houſe 
and gardens appear to more advantage as the 
borders of the canals are enriched with a lux- 


uriancy we had not before experienced. 
We entered the city by what 1s called the 
Whitegate, which leads to the Broad-ſtreet, 
a handſome ſpacious avenue, paſling quite 
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LET TIER VIII. 


L EXDEN. 


DEAR STIR, 


AFTER a pleaſant paſlage in the 
trekſchuit, of about three hours and a half, 
we arrived at this city. 


ABouT half way from the Hague we 
ſtopped to change boats at an exceeding 
pretty village, called Leydſchendam ; in the 
neighbourhood of which the pleaſure-houſe 
and gardens appear to more advantage as the 
borders of the canals are enriched with a lux- 
uriancy we had not before experienced. 
We entered the city by what 1s called the 
Whitegate, which leads to the Broad-ſtreet, 
a handſome ſpacious avenue, paſſing quite 
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through the city, in a curve line to the 
Utrecht-gate. 


LEYDEN is eſteemed one of the hand- 
ſomeſt cities in Holland, and next in ſize to 
Amſterdam: it is ſurrounded with a rampart 
and ſpacious canal, adorned with trees; 
which ſhade a pleaſant walk, encompaſſing 
the town and commanding an extenſive view 
over the adjacent meadows. 


Tux entrances to the city are through 
ſeven handſome ſtone gates, at each of which 


is a draw-bridge. In the centre of the town 
is a tumulus, ſurrounded by a high wall, 
which commands a fine view of the city. 
On this eminence, which 1s called the Burgt, 
there formerly ſtood a caſtle, ſaid to have 
been built by Hengiſt, King of the Weſt 
Saxons, on his conqueſt in England ; or, with 
more probability, by one of the former 


Counts of Holland. This city ſeems to-rival 


Venice 
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Venice in (canals and bridges: of the latter 
there are ſaid to be one hundred and forty- 
five, all of ſtone, and railed with iron. The 
moſt beautiful of the canals is called the 
Rapenburg ; - acroſs which ſtands the uni- 
verſity and public library, well ſtored with 
books, and enriched with many curious ma- 
nuſcripts. The learned Scaliger, who was 
born here, - bequeathed to this univerſity, in 
which he was a ſtudent, his valuable Hebrew 


library. 


In this apartment is a portrait of Eraſ- 
mus, ſaid to be by Holbein. And in the 
profeſſors room are likewiſe portraits of Ar- 
minius, Junius, Boerhavius, Van Swieten, 
Albinus, and other diſtinguiſhed men of this 
univerſity, The old Rhine runs through 
this city, and loſes itſelf at a ſmall village in 
the neighbourhood, called Catwyk. 


Tux univerſity is famous all over Eu- 
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Venice in canals and bridges: of the latter 
there are ſaid to be one hundred and forty- 
five, all of ſtone, and railed with iron. The 
moſt beautiful of the canals is called the 
Rapenburg ; acroſs which ſtands the uni- 
verſity and public library, well ſtored with 
books, and enriched with many curious ma- 
nuſcripts. The learned Scaliger, who was 
born here, bequeathed to this univerſity, in 


which he was a ſtudent, his valuable Hebrew 
library. 


In this apartment is a portrait of Eraſ- 
mus, ſaid to be by Holbein. And in the 
profeſſors room are likewiſe portraits of Ar- 
minius, Junius, Boerhavius, Van Swieten, 
Albinus, and other diſtinguiſhed men of this 
univerſity. The old Rhine runs through 
this city, and loſes itſelf at a ſmall village in 
the neighbourhood, called Catwyk. 


Tux univerſity is famous all over Eu- 
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rope: it was founded by the States in 1575. 
The profeſſors, when they appear in public, 
wear a black ſilk gown or toga, bordered with 
velvet, on which the word Leyden 1s impreſſed 
in ſilver. The ſtudents are not diſtinguiſhed 
by any regular habit, and board indiſcrimi- 
nately in the town. Their number at pre- 
ſent is but ſmall ; and it is a fact highly 
honourable to our ſeminaries in Great Bri- 
tain, that Leyden is no longer the reſort of 
Engliſh ſtudents in medicine, though it for- 
merly held ſuch diſtinguiſhed pre-eminence : 
not one individual from our own country is 
now to be found here. 


In the upper part of the univerſity the 
ingenious Elſevier had his printing- rooms. 
The phyſic gardens are mentioned as worth 


notice, but I cannot ſpeak to their excellence. 
A ſmall collection. of ſtatues are ſhewn, as 
preſented to the univerſity, by a burgo- maſ- 
ter of Amſterdam, named Gerard Papen- 

Vol. I. * broek; 
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broek; but it is of no great conſequence by 
whom given, they are of little eſteem. 


Tux aſbeſtos ſhewn here is not uncom- 
mon, both paper and linen are made from it, 
and it is not conſumeable by fire. 


HRE are ſeveral curious ſpecimens of 
petrifactions ; but I was moſt ſtruck with 


ſome pieces of chryſtal, formed by nature 


into angles, as accurately as if they were the 
niceſt works of art. The toad of Surinam, 
which brings forth its young from its back, 
where they are contained in ſmall valves, is 
an object of much curioſity. This ſpecies 
of toad 1s about twice as large as thoſe in 
England. A fiſh, called the Meduſa's head, 
is worthy notice: it has a number of ſmall 
fibres darting like rays from its body. 


A BEAUTIFUL hyacinth in full bloom, 
preſerved fifty years in ſpirits, now appears 
as 


1 


as if freſh gathered: it is certainly a great 
curioſity, and well deſerving attention, as is 
an Egyptian ſhirt without a ſeam, 


Tre Stadt-houſe, in the centre of the 
Broad ſtreet, is a very large building, ſtriking 
in its appearance, but in a very uncouth ſtyle 
of architecture. In one of the apartments is 
the famous picture, repreſenting the laſt 
judgment, by Lucas Van Leyden or Hugens, 
who was born here in 1494: it conſiſts of 
an infinjte number of figures. The compo- 
ſition in general 1s good, and ſome of the 
female figures are pencilled with great ſpirit; 
but the repreſentation of beautiful nature is 
not here to be found. There 1s great incor- 
rectneſs in the drawing, a want of keeping 
in the figures, the draperies are hard, and 
in the heads there is too much ſimilarity ; 
yet with all its defects it is, conſidering the 
early time in which it was painted, a work 
very deſervedly admired. Before he was twelve 

M 2 year's 


13 
years old this artiſt is ſaid to have been a good 
painter, and at fifteen to have made an 


admirable picture of the Hiſtory of St. 
Hubert. 


A PICTURE by the Chevalier De Moor, 
the ſubject, Brutus ſeeing judgment executed 
on his ſons, and another, the ſtory of Scipio, 
&c. are worthy notice. 


Tuis excellent painter, born here in 
1656, was the ſon of a picture merchant; 
and, though his father beſtowed much atten- 
tion on all parts of his education, every thing 
elſe was ſacrificed to his feeling paſſion for 
deſign: he was therefore placed with Gerard 
Douw, as a diſciple; then with Francis Mieris, 
and afterwards with Schalken. He painted 
the portrait of the Grand Duke of Tuſcany; 
by whom he was rewarded with a gold medal, 
and valuable chain. For the Emperor he 
executed alſo portraits of Prince Eugene, and 

the 
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the Duke of Marlborough, on horſeback ; 
m conſequence of which he was made knight 
of the holy Empire. He likewiſe painted 
Peter the Great, who was ſo much pleaſed 
with the performance, that he ordered it to 
be ſhut up with care, after every fitting. 


H1s works are very numerous, and much 
| admired : he lived to the age of eighty-two, 
without any diminution of his talent as an 
artiſt, and died in high eſteem with thoſe beſt 
able to judge of his excellence. 


ABovuT three miles from Leyden, be- 
tween the villages of Leyderdorp and Kou- 
kerk, was born the famous Rembrandt Van 
Ryn. Hais father was a miller, named Her- 
man Gerretſz, whoſe mill and the adjacent 
country were the principal objects of the 
ſon's ſtudy. Rembrandt having, when young, 
finiſhed a picture of great merit, conveyed it 
by the advice of his friends to Amſterdam, 


where 
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the Duke of Marlborough, on horſeback ; 
in conſequence of which he was made knight 
of the holy Empire. He likewiſe painted 
Peter the Great, who was ſo much pleaſed 
with the performance, that he ordered it to 
be ſhut up with care, after every fitting. 


His works are very numerous, and much 
admired : he lived to the age of eighty-two, 
without any diminution of his talent as an 
artiſt, and died in high eſteem with thoſe beſt 


able to judge of his excellence. 


ABovuT three miles from Leyden, be- 
tween the villages of Leyderdorp and Kou- 
kerk, was born the famous Rembrandt Van 
Ryn. His father was a miller, named Her- 
man Gerretſz, whoſe mill and the adjacent 
country were the principal objects of the 
{on's ſtudy, Rembrandt having, when young, 
finiſhed a picture of great merit, conveyed it 
by the advice of his friends to Amſterdam, 


where 
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where he ſold it for one hundred florins. 


He took it under his arm; but, proud of the 
ſum he had received, he became too great a 
man to return home on foot, and he rode 
back in his carriage, a waggon. But the 
wealth, obtained by his intenſe application, 
brought with it alſo its uſual attendant, ava- 
rice and a diſpoſition to endure no controul. 
He once carried the extravagance of his hu- 
mour to ſuch an extent; that, when he was 
employed in painting a large family picture, 
and while one of the family was actually 
ſitting to him, upon information given by his 
ſervant of the death of a favorite monkey, 
he without ceremony ordered the dead animal 
to be brought in, and immediately ſketched 
him in the picture: diſguſting as this muſt 
have been, he could never be induced to obli- 
terate it, though frequently requeſted by the 
family. He reſided principally at Amſter- 
dam, where he obtained very high prices for 
his works; and his commiſſions were ſo nu- 


merous, 
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merous, that many of his portraits were 
{lighted, and left mere ſketches. The ſtrong 
lights produced in his pictures were effected 
by being admitted through a hole or aperture 
calculated for the purpoſe: and, ſo fond was 
he of great maſſes of light, that a noſe in one 
of his pictures was abſolutely ſo embodied with 
colour, as to produce all the prominence of 
nature. So eager was he after gain, that 
his prints were ſold in every ſtate, from the 
etched outline, to the laſt finiſhing ; and the 
prices given for them ſo enormous, that even 
at that time it was deemed a madneſs. The 
company he uſually aſſociated with were 
thoſe of the loweſt order, though much pains 
were taken to introduce him to perſons of a 
ſuperior rank, 


PAaR$SIMONY and inveterate narrow ha- 
bits had long diſqualified him for any better 
ſociety : boors were his conſtant compa- 
nions, and a red herring and cheeſe his daily 
repalt :. 
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repaſt : he is ſaid to have made three hundred 
pounds a year by his diſciples. Could he 
have come forward in higher life, what might 
not have been expected from ſuch extraordi- 
nary talents and application? He died in 
great affluence at Amſterdam, at the age of 
ſixty-eight, in the year 1674. 


LEYDEN boaſts having given birth to a 
numerous liſt of other painters of high emi- 
nence; among theſe that inimitable artiſt, 
Gerard Douw, who was early placed as a diſ- 
ciple with an engraver of ſome eminence, 
holds the firſt rank. The exquiſite high- 
finiſhing of this wonderful artiſt is won- 
derful ; and his neatneſs, ſpirited touch, and 
minute attention to nature render him al- 


together the moſt beautiful painter, in the 


liſt of thoſe famed for elaborate execution. 


He would frequently paint fix or ſeven days, 


on a hand, and what is ſtill more aſtoniſhing, 
twice the time on the handle of a broom. 


Yet 


(oo 


Yet with all this minutiz ; nature was his 


object ; and, the object attained, in ſpite of 
the vaſt encomiums on the effect of ſketches 
in the art, it muſt be confeſſed, that the 
higheſt finiſhed pictures, if touched with 
ſuch ſpirit, come the neareſt to the works of 
nature; who can alone be truly repreſented 
by ſevere and unremitted labour and applica- 
tion, however rare and ſingular the talent of 
the artiſt. In ſuch high reputation were the 
works of this maſter held; that Mr. Spie- 
ringer, reſident of the King of Sweden, at 
the Hague, preſented him with one thouſand 
florins annually to have the choice of his 
works. He lived to a great age. The mi- 
nuteneſs of his performance ſo affected his 
ſight, that he wore ſpectacles at the age of 
thirty. His works are numerous and in 
various hands ; but his beſt productions are 
in the collection of the Elector Palatine at 
Duſſeldorff. 
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Francis MikRISs, a diſciple of Gerard 
Douw, born here in 1635, was the ſon of 
a goldſmith ; and ſhewed an early inclina- 
tion to the ſtudy of the arts, by marking 
forms on paper and on the walls with more 
than common dexterity. He ſtudied under 
ſeveral artiſts of eminence; but the ſuperior 
manner of this maſter ſtruck moſt forcibly 
on his imagination. His eminence in the 
purſuit introduced him to the ſociety of 
perſons of the firſt rank and quality; 
amongſt whom the Grand Duke of Tuſcany 
ſhewed many marks of regard and eſteem, 
and for one picture paid him a thouſand 
rix dollars. This excellent artiſt was fre- 
quently paid a ducat per hour for his 
works. His intimacy and friendſhip for 
Jan Steen, that excellent painter and bon 
vivant, ſeem to have led him into much 
inconvenience. After a night's debauch, 
quitting Jan Steen, he fell into a common 
drain ; whence being extricated by a poor 


cobler 


(. 09 


cobler and his wife, and treated by them 
with much kindneſs, he repaid the obliga- 
tion, by preſenting them with a ſmall pic- 
ture; which, upon the recommendation of 
his name, was ſold for a conſiderable ſum, 
to a gentleman of the name of Paats. The 
manner of returning the obligation ſeems 
to have afforded as ſtrong a proof of the 
gratitude as of the merit of this admirable 
artiſt ; who in the freedom and ſweetneſs of 
manner in his painting, 1s, I think, ſuperior 
to his maſter. 


Having mentioned Jan Steen, as the 
friend of Mieris, may I be permitted, in the 
hiſtory of this place, to ſay ſomething far- 
ther of this excellent painter, and very ſin- 
gular character ? He was born in 1636, was 
the ſon of a brewer, and, by marriage, the 
ſon-in-law of John Van Goyen. He was 
firſt placed in a brewery at Delft, but not 
ſucceeding there, became an alehouſe-keeper : 
| N 2 in 
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in this occupation he was himſelf his beft 
cuſtomer, and having drunk his cellar dry, 
took down his ſign, and went hard to work 
at his profeſſion of painting, till his caſks 
were again filled; and for a long time his 
works were only to be found in the hands 
of dealers in wine, or other liquors, 


His productions are principally in that 
line of the art in which he moſt delighted 
Nature in diſguiſe; and yet are ſo exqui- 
ſitely managed, that the ſubject, however 
diſguſting, is loſt in the excellence of the 
artiſt. He died at the age of fifty-three. A 
whimſical ſtory is related of this humouriſt, 
Having painted a crucifixion, he introduced 
at the foot of the croſs a numerous group of 
figures, conſiſting of monks, old women, 
and dogs. On being aſked, what he meant 
by ſuch a groteſque aſſemblage ? he replied, 
that when any thing curious occurred, it 
was always to be obſerved, that the clergy 


and 


1 


and old women were moſt eager in their en- 
quiries. 


Brix commiſſioned to paint the gene- 
ral deluge, he repreſented it by a large ſheet 
of water, and in the middle a huge Dutch 
cheeſe floating, with the arms of Leyden 
impreſſed upon it: this, he ſaid, would 
prove that all the world was drowned ; and 
no trace of Noah or the ark was to be ſeen 
to prove the contrary. Theſe, in the artiſt's 
Phraſe, were to be conſidered as out of the pic- 
ture. This ſingular work, I am told, was ſome 
years ago publickly ſold in Amſterdam. 


Joun Van Goren, the father-in-law 
of this whimſical perſon, was an artiſt of 
eminence, and native of this place. His 
ſtyle is very different from thoſe I have juſt 
mentioned; yet the facility of his pencil, 
and his pictureſque choice of ſubject, muſt 
ever 
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ever render him admirable in the eye of the 
judicious obſerver in the fine arts. His 
works are numerous, and well merit a 
place in the cabinet of the amateur. He 
was born here in 1596, and died at the 
Hague in 1656. 


I SHALL cloſe this letter with mention- 
ing the name of Otho Van Venius, whom I 
cannot omit, as the maſter of the celebrated 
Rubens. He was born here, of a good fa- 
mily, in 1556. He paſſed moſt of his early 
time in Italy, where the ſchool of Frederic 
Zuchero became his particular ſtudy. Re- 
turning thence, he received many marks of 
eſteem from the Emperor of Germany at 
Vienna, and the Electors of Bavaria and 
Cologne. Partiality for his native coun- 
try brought him nearer home; and he 
made Antwerp, which he has enriched 
with many ſpecimens of his art, his fa- 


vourite 
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vourite reſidence. He was well read in 
poetry and hiſtory, as well as excellent in 
painting, Being under ſuch auſpices, we 
have leſs reaſon to wonder at the extraor- 
dinary accompliſhments of his pupil Ru- 
bens, in the fine arts. 


Or private collections, there are here 
but few. The late Baron Van Leyden's 
moſt extenſive cabinet of prints, which are 
of the beſt impreſſions, and conſidered as 
the firſt and moſt valuable in Holland, 
together with his collection of well choſen 
pictures, ſtill remain entire, and are in 
the poſſeſſion of a near relation. 


Mx. VAN BUREN has likewiſe ſome fine 
cabinet pictures, the remains of a moſt ſu- 
perb collection, formed by the late Mr. Van 
Snakenburg; among which is a charming 
picture of landſcape and cattle, by Paul 
Potter, highly deſerving attention, Mr. 
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Dibbel's cabinet of drawings, coins, and me- 
dals, you muſt not omit viſiting. Among 
other curioſities, you will notice three du- 
catoons, with the impreſſion of William, 
the firſt Prince of Orange, as Count of Hol- 
land. They are ſaid to be the only caſts 
exiſting in that ſtate, and to have been 
found in his pocket at the time of his aſſaſ- 
ſination at Delft: if this be ſo, it proves his 
intention of making himſelf Count of that 
Province. 


AMoNGsT the living artiſts of excel- 
lence, I ſhall ſubjoin the following : 


Map. Rur, a good painter of con- 
verſation, in the ſtyle of Oſtade, and whoſe 
drawings and etchings are juſtly admired by 
every lover of the arts: Mr. Thier, a good 
painter, in the ſtyle of Paul Potter; and 
Meſſrs. Janſons, excellent in converſations 


and cattle- pieces. 
In 
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LETTER IX. 


HAERLEM. 
DEAR SIR, 


Ovr partiality for water convey- 
ance induces us to embrace every opportu- 
nity of travelling by that mode, while the 
weather continues favourable; and, though 
we find an eternal ſameneſs in the proſpect, 
yet ſomething 1s perpetually occurring to 
keep the imagination employed. About two 
miles from Haerlem the annexed ſketch 
was made, to which ſpot the road and canal 
run parallel, and increaſe in verdure and 
woody ſcenery. The villas and gardens that 
adorn the banks of the river, riſe with ad- 
ditional taſte and expence as we approach 
Amſterdam, whoſe wealthy merchants are 
the principal owners. | 
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LETTER IX, 


HAERLEM. 
DEAR SIX, 


O UR partiality for water convey- 
ance induces us to embrace every opportu- 
nity of travelling by that mode, while the 
weather continues favourable; and, though 
we find an eternal ſameneſs in the proſpect, 
yet ſomething is perpetually occurring to 
keep the imagination employed. About two 
miles from Haerlem the annexed ſketch 
was made, to which ſpot the road and canal 
run parallel, and increaſe in verdure and 
woody ſcenery. The villas and gardens that 
adorn the banks of the river, riſe with ad- 
ditional taſte and expence as we approach 
Amſterdam, whoſe wealthy merchants are 


the principal owners, 
WE 
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Wr fixed our reſidence oppoſite the great 
church, where the ſynod of preachers was 
held; who were ſo numerous, that they oc- 
cupied every room in the houſe, and render- 
ed our accommodation very uncomfortable. 
This ſynod, which is compoſed of a deputa- 
tion of elders and prieſts from each church, 
is annually held in ſome town of both South 
and North Holland. 


HAERLEM is ſituated about four miles 
from the ocean, twelve from Leyden and 
about the ſame diſtance from Amſterdam, 
has many ſpacious ſtreets and canals, and 1s 
ſaid to contain about thirty thouſand per- 
ſons. Its fortifications are no longer of 
conſequence. Here is a conſiderable manu- 
facture of ſilks and camblets, but the prin- 
cipal trade 1s bleaching thread and cam- 
bricks. Some fine Scots and Iriſh. linens 
are likewiſe ſent here for that purpoſe, the 
quality of the water of Haerlem-Meer, 


O 2 which 


61000 


which is about four miles diſtant, being 
deemed ſuperior to that of any other water 
for bleaching. 


Tur Cathedral is ſaid to be the largeſt 
in the provinces. It was built in 1472: the 
ſteeple 1s beautiful, and added in 1515. 


Tux church is rendered famous by its 
organ, which was built by Chriſtian Muller 
of this city in 1738: it conſiſts of eight 
thouſand pipes, ſome of which are thirty- 
eight feet in length, and ſixteen inches in 
diameter, and has ſixty- four ſtops : the moſt 
extraordinary 1s the vox humana ; which is 
ſo cloſely imitative, that even a nice ear might 
be deceived. The harmony and ſweetneſs of 
this inſtrument are inexpreſſible; and we 


had only to regret the want of ear and finger 
in the player. 


Wurtn Handel fat down to this organ, 


many 


169 


many years ago, the then organiſt was ſo 


amazed, that he took him either for an An- 
gel or Devil in human ſhape. One day in 
the week (I think it is on a Wedneſday) a 
voluntary of an hour is played, which may 
be heard gratis: at other times a ducat is the 
price. 


Ux DER this inſtrument is a handſome 
piece of marble ſculpture by Xavery, repre- 
ſenting Gratitude, aſſiſted by Poetry and 
Muſic, offering to Piety. The ſervice on a 
Sunday begins at nine, when the doors are 
inſtantly ſhut, and not opened again till ele- 
ven; in which time you will have a ſufficient 
ſpecimen of the Dutch drum eccleſiaſtic. In 
the wall, at the eaſt end of the church, is 
ſhewn a cannon ball; ſaid to have been fired 
into it by the Spaniards, in the ſixteenth 
century, during the time of divine ſervice. 


HAERLEM claims the invention of the 
art 
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art of printing. It is attributed to Lawrence 
Koſter, an Alderman of this city in 1440; 
whoſe houſe is yet ſtanding in the Market- 
place, oppoſite the church. In the front of 
the houſe is his portrait, in a ſmall ſculptured 
figure. Amuſing himſelf one day in the 
neighbouring wood, with cutting the bark of 
trees into the letters that formed the initials of 
his name, he is ſaid to have laid them on paper 
and, falling aſleep, when he awoke obſerved ; 
that from the dew their form was impreſſed 
on the paper : this accident induced him to 
make farther experiment : he next cut his 
letters in wood, and dipping them in a glu- 
tinous liquid, impreſſed them on paper, 
which he found an improvement ; and ſoon 
after, ſubſtituting leaden and pewter letters, 
erected a preſs in his houſe: thus laying the 


foundation of this noble art which has 


thence gradually ariſen to its preſent excel- 
lence. 


THE 


($88 } 


Tux art, it is ſaid, was ſtolen from him 
by his ſervant, John Fauſtus, who conveyed 
it to Mentz, and from the novelty of the 
diſcovery ſoon acquired the title of doctor 


and conjuror. 


Tux original ſpecimens are now ſhewn 
at the library in the Town-hall. The firſt 
1s on a leaf of parchment; and the ſecond 
and third on paper, printed only on one fide, 
and the corners left blank for capitals : at 
the top are wooden cuts, repreſenting the 
creation, and, as it is called, Lucifer's fall. 
I would have encloſed a fac ſimile of the type 
and prints, but that their originality has been 
a ſubject of much controverſy among the 
learned, and 1s yet undecided. 


Tux environs of this city are exceedingly 
pleaſant, particularly the adjacent wood ; 
which has a noble walk, near three miles in 
length, rich in ſcenery and lofty thickets of 

ſha- 
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ſhadowy elms. In any other country this 
wood might claim pre- eminence, how much 


more ſo in this, where it ſtands unrivalled 
and almoſt alone ! 


In this pleaſing ſituation Mr. Hope has 
erected a manſion, at a vaſt expence (not leſs, 
it is ſaid, than fifty thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling) and worthy its liberal owner. The en- 
cloſed ſketch, which I made on the ſpot, will 
give you a faint idea of its beauties, With- 
in, is a cabinet of pictures, ſelected with 
much taſte and expence, and which may be 
viewed upon an application to Mr. Hope at 
his reſidence in Amſterdam ; his extenſive 
and important concerns ſeldom allowing him 
to enjoy this elegant retreat more than 
two days in the week. This manſion 1s 


frequently honored with a viſit by the 


Prince of Orange; who feels himſelf much 
indebted to the exertions of its owner, during 
the critical oppoſition made to his government 
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ſhadowy elms. In any other country this 
wood might claim pre-eminence, how much 
more ſo in this, where it ſtands unrivalled 


and almoſt alone 


Ix this pleaſing ſituation Mr. Hope has 
erected a manſion, at a vaſt expence (not leſs, 
it is ſaid, than fifty thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling) and worthy its liberal owner. The en- 
cloſed ſketch, which I made on the ſpot, will 
give you a faint idea of its beauties, With- 
in, is a cabinet of pictures, ſelected with 
much taſte and expence, and which may be 
viewed upon an application to Mr. Hope at 
his reſidence in Amſterdam ; his extenſive 
and important concerns ſeldom allowing him 
to enjoy this elegant retreat more than 
two days in the week. This manſion 1s 
frequently honored with a viſit by the 
Prince of Orange ; who feels himſelf much 
indebted to the exertions of its owner, during 


the critical oppoſition made to his government 


in 
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un 
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in the year 1788: at which time, after de- 
claring publickly his intention to eſpouſe the 
cauſe of the Prince, ſuch was his dangerous 
ſituation, that it was not thought prudent 
that he ſhould walk the Exchange without 
the protection of the military. He was the 
firſt perſon who appeared there in an orange- 
coloured cockade. 


Ma. Horz has taken of the city of 
Haerlem, a leaſe of about forty acres of land 
contiguous to his houſe, for one hundred 
years, at the rent of fifteen hundred florins, 


which is about one hundred and fifty pounds 


ſterling, per annum. I could not but regret 
its being left in ſo uncultivated a ſtate, as to 
leave the ſtranger in doubt whether it could 


be-any other than common land. 


HAERLEM is famous for its curious pro- 
duction of flowers, particularly the tulip ; 
Vol. I. P which 
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which is in its 2enith of beauty about the 
month of May. 


« When morn awakes the tulip from her bed, 
Exe noon in painted pride ſhe decks her head: 

© Rob'd in each dye ſhe triumphs on the green, 

« And every flow'r does homage to their Queen.” 


Taz inordinate paſſion of the Dutch in 
this purſuit, you are not unacquinted with ; 
and to ſuch a degree of profuſeneſs has this 
taſte led them, that the ſtates have thought 
it neceſſary to interfere, and by ſumptuary law 
limit the prices of flowers and roots : a thou- 


ſand ducats having, it is ſaid, been given for a 
tulip. 


HAERLEM has produced many excellent 
painters; among whom that truly elegant 
artiſt, Philip Wouvermans, ranks firſt, He 


was born in 1620, and placed early under 


the tuition of John Wynants, a native of 
this city. To point out the particular beau- 


ties 
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ties of Wouvermans 1s to you almoſt need- 
leſs; yet ſuch is my love for the works of 
this maſter, that to be filent were a crime. 
His refined taſte in the choice of ſubjects, 
which are frequently enriched with fountains 
and magnificent edifices, the drawing and 
grouping of his horſes, graceful attitudes of 
his human figures, together with the taſte in 
his draperies, place him at once ſo high in 
the line of the arts, as in my judgment, to 
leave him without a rival. Yet with all this 
excellence and elegance of mind, he encoun- 
tered great difficulties in the early part 
of his life, from the narrowneſs of his 
circumſtances. Happily, however, in his 
his riper years, he was relieved from his in- 
digence, and dependance on picture-dealers, 
by the charity of a prieſt, a brother Catholic, 


for he was himſelf of the communion of the 


Church of Rome. His friend advanced him 
ſix hundred guilders : and this capital, ſmall 
as it was, was ſufficient to extricate him from 
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his embaraſſment, and place him in a ſtate of 
independence, that enabled him duly to ap- 
pretiate his own merits. He now increaſed 
his price to double the fum he had uſually 
before been paid and became ſoon after poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſufficient wealth to give his daugh- 
ter, as a portion in marriage, twenty thouſand 
guilders. In return for his confeſſor's libe- 
rality, he painted his portrait in ſmall, kneel- 
ing before his horſe, in the character of St, 
Hubert; and preſented it to him, accom- 
panied with the ſum ſo graciouſly lent. 
This picture ſhould be noticed by every con- 
noiſſeur who paſſes through this city: the 
drawing and colouring are in his beſt ſtyle, 


and the picture is exquiſitely finiſhed : it may 


be termed a chef d*ceuvre, in which grati- 
tude has effected all, that the jealouſy of mo- 
dern ſtatuaries, conſcious of their ſuperiority, 
aſcribes to piety in the ſculptures of the Gre- 
cian artiſts: the picture may be fouud in a 
chapel near the houſe, where Wouvermans 
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reſided, ſituated in the Bakeneſſegragt, not far 
from the great church. Of the houſe the an- 
nexed ſketch is a faithful repreſentation.“ 


Tris ſeems to be a ſpot favoured by 
Genius ; for, it is ſomewhat ſingular that the 
houſe has been occupied by artiſts of emi- 
nence ever ſince his time. Decker, a land- 
ſcape painter of high eſteem, was its firſt 
tenant, after Wouvermans, and Mr. Meyer, 
a painter of much excellence, now in Lon- 
don, was its laſt. 


Tun biographers of our artiſt mention, 
that a ſhort time before his death (which 
happened in his forty-eighth year) he burnt 


a box filled with his drawings. At Haerlem, 


* THe neſt at the chimney top will ſerve to ſhew the care 
which the Hollander takes of the ſtork, by providing a 
frame for the reception of its neſt ; but I ſhall give you a 
further deſcription of this bird in a future letter. | 
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reſided, ſituated in the Bakeneſſegragt, not far 
from the great church. Of the houſe the an- 
nexed ſketch is a faithful repreſentation.* 


Tris ſeems to be a ſpot favoured by 
Genius; for, it is ſomewhat ſingular that the 
houſe has been occupied by artiſts of emi- 
nence ever ſince his time. Decker, a land- 
ſcape painter of high eſteem, was its firſt 
tenant, after Wouvermans, and Mr. Meyer, 
a painter of much excellence, now in Lon- 
don, was its laſt. 


Tre biographers of our artiſt mention, 
that a ſhort time before his death (which 
happened in his forty-eighth year) he burnt 
a box filled with his drawings. At Haerlem, 


* 'THE neſt at the chimney top will ſerve to ſhew the care 
which the Hollander takes of the ſtork, by providing a 
frame tor the reception of its neſt ; but I ſhall give you a 


further deſcription of this bird in a future letter, 
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it is ſaid, a box was burned; but that it con- 
tained the drawings of Bamboccio, and not his 
own. John Wynants, whom I have juft 
mentioned as the maſter of Wouvermans, 
deſerves farther notice : he was born here in 
1600; and his excellence, as a landſcape 
painter, ranks him deſervedly high in the 
eſteem of the connoiſſeur. His happy ſelec- 
tion of ſcenery, freedom of pencil, and pe- 
culiarly rich diverſity of fore ground, render 
his landſcapes univerſally pleaſing. His 
ſmall pictures are uſually his beſt produc- 
tions, and were of his latter time. His early 
performances were of a larger fize; and are 
diſtinguiſhed by a looſe ſketchy manner, 
and a diſagreeable red tint in the ſkies. 
His works receive great additional value 
from the inſertion of the figures by Oſtade, 
Wouvermans, Lingleback, &c. 


Or Nicholas Berghem, a native of this 
place, too much cannot be ſaid in com- 
mendation : 
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mendation: he was born in 1624, and ac- 
quired the rudiments of the art from his 
father, a painter of no great eminence. His 
family name was Van Haerlem, but, from a 
whimſical circumſtance told of him, was 
changed to Berghem.— While he was a diſ- 
ciple of John Van Goyen, with whom he 
was a great favourite, his father was one 
day purſuing him in the ſtreet, cloſe at his 
heels, to give him correction for ſome miſ- 
demeanor. His maſter ſeeing it, ſo far in- 
terpoſed in his behalf, as to call out to his 
other ſcholars, Berg-hem! which ſignifies 
hide him: and from hence he is ſaid to 
have obtained the name. After he left Van 
Goyen, he ſtudied under ſeveral other maſ- 
ters; and had the misfortune to make a 
matrimonial connexion with the daughter 
of one of them, whoſe name was Willis. 
She was an avaricious termagant, and led 
our artiſt a moſt weariſome life; keeping 
him at home to his eaſel, without intermiſ- 

ſion 


1 


ſion from morn till night, and, after all, 
never leaving him a ſous in his pocket. 
Amidſt theſe domeſtic misfortunes, which 
above all others in general prevent the mind 


from aſſerting its powers, he preſerved his 
uſual ſerenity, and whiſtled and ſung in 
defiance of care and labour. But theſe ef- 
fuſions of good humour and content be- 
came the ſources of ſtill farther diſquietude; 
for no ſooner did he ceaſe his ſong, than 


ſhe began to raiſe her note; and he found, 
either from jealous enquiry, or from tart 
reproach, that he was ſuſpected of being 
napping or idling, and neglecting his buſi- 
neſs. In this unhappy ſtate were thoſe 
glorious effuſions of this artiſt's pencil pro- 
duced—works, in which we find all the ex- 
cellencies of painting, beautiful compoſi- 
tion, grandeur of ſcenery, ſmartneſs of pen- 
cilling, and clearneſs of colouring. In his 
figures we frequently view with regret more 
of the Flemiſh than the Grecian form. His 


facility 


4 


facility in painting, according to Van Huy- 
ſum, his diſciple, was wonderful; he ob- 
ſerves, that he ſeemed to play with his pen- 
cil, and that he had ſeen him begin and 
finiſh his picture with a ſong. The high 
prices his works now univerſally produce 
will beſt determine his excellence in the 
art. He died at Haerlem, aged 59. 


Jacos RuyYsDAEL was born here in 
1636, and is ſaid, by Houbraken, to have 
been bred to phyſic and ſurgery ; but, from 
his great excellence in the art of painting 
at the early age of ſixteen®, I conjecture, 
that he paſſed more time at the eaſel than 
in the ſchool of Galen. 


His great intimacy with Berghem in 


* I cAN ſpeak with certainty of his excellence at that 
period; having had in my poſſeſſion a charming landſcape, 
painted by him, with the figures by Philip Wouvermans, 
and dated 1652. 


Yor. . * all 


— Ll — — 
"23. AS — — — —— 


— — 
—— — 

8 ——— 

— — 


” 
- 
\ . 
l 1 
y 
- 
1 4 

7 

| 
” 

F 
WT... 
1 

45 

: 

1 

1 
} 

- 
* 

| } 
: 

_ 
138 
: 

'T 

1 
5 
oy 
' 
l 

ZE 

. . 
7 

| | 
1+H 
, . 

: ; 
14 
a 
1 

; 

N * 

b+ 
$ | 

+0 ; 

9 
A ). 
| ) 

k 

* N 
$8] 
M 

1 

1 

| 
18 

| 4 7 
# 
. 

1 
J Ky 
i 
1 
11 
11 
— 

4 
* 
on |. 
1 K 
. 4 
: » 
0h 
| =. 
1 
= 
1 
1 
1 
von o 
F 
if f 
1 
= © 
20 
f 4 
1:3 
i 
' : 
od 5 
, : 
8 
2% 
1 
1 
Bs: 
br 
28 
8 
: 
x 
"tt 
+8 
$8 
1 
il 
1 
: 
H 
'V 
! 
17 


9 
- 
— — Th 
— 
—— —— 
2 — * — 


— 22 BY 9 
LY > * 


. ͤ— > 


vt one" 


—— 
— — — — 


(288 } 


all probability contributed to his excellence in 
the art, yet, from the peculiar touch of pen- 


cil in Ruyſdael, I ſee no reaſon to preſume 


that Berghem ever worked on his pictures, 
or aſſiſted him farther than as giving a hint, 
or as a friendly monitor. 


RuYsSDAEL ſeems to have ſtudied Na- 
ture even in her deepeſt receſſes, to have 
marked and diſcriminated the delicate diſ- 
tinction in the various foliages and leafings 
of her trees, and to have given the happieſt 
effect of light and ſhadow; as if to ſhew 
her in the moſt advantageous point of view. 
Of his own figures much cannot be ſaid : 
but in his greater works the figures were 
generally added by ſome maſters of emi- 
nence in that department of the art, which 
gives additional value to his works, His 
pictures are not more known than admired; 
and are to be found in every cabinet where 
the fine arts have obtained a place, He 


died 
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died here at ſo early a period, as the age 
of forty-five ; leaving the imagination with 
regret, to ſuggeſt to itſelf what might have 
been accompliſhed, had he lived to a greater 


age. 


I FEAR I ſhall expoſe myſelf to cenſure 
for not mentioning ſeveral other artiſts, 
whoſe names are certainly well intitled to 
a place in this memorial ; but, however it 
might gratify myſelf, I muſt decline it, as 
exceeding the limits of this work. 


I RECOMMEND the following collec- 
tions, in which will be found ſome cabi- 
net pictures of the firſt claſs, to the 
notice of every traveller; thoſe of Mr. 
Cops, Mr. Hoofdman, and Mr. Heemſ- 
kirk; and alſo that formed by the late 
Mr. Teyler Vander Hulſt, for the accom- 
modation of young artiſts and connoiſſeurs 
in general, 
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Ir is ſtrange, and not to be accounted 
for upon any common principles (for we 
are not informed that he was either by 
nature or education any way allied to the 
arts), that the purchaſer of this collection, 
who died about ſix years ago, was reputed 
to have been one of the greateſt miſers in 
Holland, and to have, by his avarice and 
induſtry, amaſſed the immenſe ſum of half 
a million ſterling. 


Or living artiſts of eminence, Mr, Hen- 
dricks, a painter of portraits and flowers ; 
Mr. Van Liender, of buildings, in the ſtyle 
of Vander Heyden ; and Mr. Overbeck, in 
tandſcape, will claim your particular at- 
tention, 


Adieu! 
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LETTER X. 


AMSTERDAM. 


DEAR SIX, 


WI ieſt Haerlem on Sunday, with 
every additional pleaſure that a fine morning 
and pictureſque ſcenery could afford. The 
canal is ſpacious, and runs nearly in a 
ſtraight line for the firſt three or four miles; 
and, though ſtraight lines cannot be deemed 
beautiful in landſcape, yet here the tout en- 
ſemble has a charming effect. The city re- 
maining in full view for a conſiderable diſtance, 
and beautifully diminiſhing in ſlow grada- 
tion, formed ſo pleaſing: a ſubject; that 
from this ſpot I was induced to make the 
{ſketch of Haerlem from the Amſterdam, 
road,” as encloſed in my laſt. . 
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LETTER X. 


AMSTERDAM. 


DEAR STIR, 


Wr left Haerlem on Sunday, with 
every additional pleaſure that a fine morning 
and pictureſque ſcenery could afford. The 
canal is ſpacious, and runs nearly in a 
ſtraight line for the firſt three or four miles; 
and, though ſtraight lines cannot be deemed 
beautiful in landſcape, yet here the tout en- 
ſemble has a charming effect. The city re- 
maining in full view for a conſiderable diſtance, 
and beautifully diminiſhing in ſlow grada- 
tion, formed ſo pleaſing a ſubject; that 
from this ſpot I was induced to make the 
{ſketch f Haerlem from the Amſterdam 
road,” as encloſed in my laſt. 
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Ar Haerlem-Meer, about midway to 
Amſterdam, we changed boats, and croſſed 
the ſluices, which are enormouſly large. 
Here is a ſpacious manſion, called the Caſ- 
tle Zwanenburg, occupied by the directors 
of the dykes and water-works of Rhineland. 
It is in the fineſt ſituation imaginable: be- 
hind it lies Haerlem-Meer, and in the front 
the river V, ſo called from its form: it is 
an arm of the Zuyder Zee. The high road 
runs between the two waters; and you may 
judge of its beauties, when I tell you that it 
overlooks a lake of prodigious extent on one 
ſide, and on the other a river of the firſt 
conſequence in Holland ; the water of which, 
it is worthy of remark, generally riſes (to ap- 
pearance) four or five feet higher than the 
country around it. 


Tuts famous city, and, as it is termed, 
mart of the world, is ſituated on the ri- 
vers Amſtel and Y; from the firſt of 

which 


„ 


which it derives its name. It is nine miles 
in circumference, encloſed with a very deep 
foſſẽ about eighty feet wide, and a rampart, 
faced with brick, defended with twenty-ſix 
baſtions ; and it is remarkable, that it has as 
many windmills, It has eight handſome 
gates of ſtone. The city is built in a ſemi- 
circular form, and from its marſhy ſituation 
is raiſed on piles; an undertaking that hardly 
any other than Dutch induſtry and perſe- 
verance could have accompliſhed. 


CARRIAGES with wheels, except for the 
uſe of the nobility and gentry, were not ſuf- 
fered here for many years after its eſtabliſh- 
ment. A ſley, as the Dutch term it (the 
French a traineau or pot de chambre) is now 
much in uſe : it is the body of a coach, with- 
out wheels, drawn on a ſledge with one horſe, 
and goes at the rate of three miles an hour, 
The driver walks cloſe to the door, holding a 
rope, as a rein to guide the horſe, and a pipe, 
as 
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as he ſays, to purify the air. The following 
ſketch will explain the nature of this car- 


riage, a mode of conveyance better ſuited 
to the gravity of the Hollander than the 


ſons of the whip in our country. The 
vehicle will hold four perſons, but not 
very commodiouſly. The fare is reaſon- 
able, being only eight ſtivers to any part of 
the city till ten at night, twelve ſtivers till 
midnight, and ſixteen from thence till day 
break: if kept in waiting, the price is eight 
ſtivers per hour. | 


THE 


— — 


- 
„ 
a # 


. 
— 
Li i 


-- - 


y 1 „ 7 > . 20 
Pur pol] muss AC] (> C1 5 {| Digger opus | 


, 


ii. bi, 114114 be, 25 


— Man = Ria p l 


* 


— — 


— 
D . a> ER. — — — — 


209-1 


Tux beſt ſtreets are Keyſers or Emperors 
Graft, Heere or Lords Graft, and Princes 
Graft : they are chiefly inhabited by bankers 
and principal merchants. Moſt of the ſtreets 
are exceedingly narrow ; ſome of great traffic 
not more than ſixteen or ſeventeen feet wide. 
The ſquares hardly deſerve the name. An 
infinite number of ſtone bridges are thrown 
acroſs the canals, which interſect the town at 
right angles. They are in general deep ; but 
the ſtench ariſing from them, in ſummer is 
inſufferably offenſive : and hence that immo- 
derate uſe of tobacco with which they eter- 
nally fumigate themſelves, in the hope of pu- 
rifying the air and correcting the noxious 
quality of their damps. From theſe cauſes 
and the fogs to which a ſituation in the midſt 
of a moraſs, muſt neceſſarily be ſubject, a 
Dutchman's taciturnity forbids his com- 
plaining ; ſo that all his waking hours are ſi- 
lently employed in caſting forth the filthy 
puff of this weed to ſecure himſelf againſt 
Vor. I. R the 
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Tux beſt ſtreets are Keyſers or Emperors 
Graft, Heere or Lords Graft, and Princes 
Graft : they are chiefly inhabited by bankers 
and principal merchants. Moſt of the ſtreets 
are exceedingly narrow ; ſome of great traffic 
not more than ſixteen or ſeventeen feet wide. 
The ſquares hardly deſerve the name. An 
infinite number of ſtone bridges are thrown 
acroſs the canals, which interſect the town at 
right angles. They are in general deep ; but 
the ſtench ariſing from them, in ſummer 1s 
inſufferably offenſive : and hence that immo- 
derate uſe of tobacco with which they eter- 
nally fumigate themſelves, in the hope of pu- 
rifying the air and correcting the noxious 
quality of their damps. From theſe cauſes 
and the fogs to which a ſituation in the midſt 
of a moraſs, muſt neceſſarily be ſubject, a 
Dutchman's taciturnity forbids his com- 
plaining ; ſo that all his waking hours are f- 
lently employed in caſting forth the filthy 
puff of this weed to ſecure himſelf againſt 
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the more blaſting ſtench of the canal : thus 
in philoſophy, one poiſon 1s employed as the 
antidote to another. I mean to apply this re- 
mark only to the lower order of the people. 


Or the bridges, that croſs the Amſtel, the 
handſomeſt 1s built of brick : it has thirteen 
arches, and commands a fine view of the 
city as well as of the river, which is wide and 
handſome towards Utrecht.* 


TRE Admiralty, dock, ſtores, and maga- 
zines for various purpoſes, are well deſerving 
your attention. The great cluſter or foreſt 
of ſhipping to be ſeen from the quay, which 
is a full mile in length, makes a magnificent 
appearance. The houſes are very inferior to 
the Bombpies at Rotterdam. 


SINCE the year 1600 the commerce of 


See the view at the beginning of this letter. 


this 


1 


this city has encreaſed with a rapidity almoſt 
beyond belief: it was about this time that 
their firſt fleet ſailed for the Eaſt Indies, and 
many other parts of the world, to which be- 
fore they had been ſtrangers. 


Tuls city is faid to contain near three 
hundred thouſand perſons, and was the laſt 
town of this province that embraced Calvi- 
niſm. In 1204 a ſmall caſtle only, called 
Amſtel, ſtood on this ſpot, afterwards it be- 
came a fiſhing village, and by induſtry and 
contingent circumſtances, (among which the 
ſhutting up the navigation of the Scheld is 
not the leaſt) it ruined the trade of Antwerp, 
and gradually became the great mart that it 
now is. 


Ar night we were entertained with a 
Dutch play, which for aught I know was 
well enough : the houſe is very plain, and 
but ill lighted. I felt myſelf unfortunate in 
R 2 not 
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not arriving here one night ſooner, to have 
enjoyed the ſight of the Dutch Hamlet, a 
character which was performed laſt Saturday; 
and, according to the country report, is better 
filled and much ſuperior to ours. Judge 
what improvement the elegant and ſublime 
paſſages of our immortal bard can derive 
from the guttural rumbling of the Dutch 
language! By what means they contrive 
to excel us in the repreſentation of theſe 
intereſting and natural ſcenes, I do not pre- 
tend to conjecture ; but an admirer of the 
mode, in which the Engliſh drama is con- 
ducted, will not be eaſily made to believe 
that it can be effected, by thoſe mechanical 
aids, under which, they tell us here, the im- 
paſſioned ſcene between Hamlet and his 
mother 1s exhibited ; when the hero ſtarts at 
the imagined appearance of his father, his 
wig, by means of a concealed ſpring, jumps 
from “ the ſeat of his diſtracted brain,” and 
leaves poor Hamlet as bare as a Dutch willow 


In 


1 


in winter. I do not vouch for the truth of 
this ſtory, but, certain it is, the character of 
the Ghoſt is entirely omitted in the repreſen- 
tation: he is either above or below their no- 
tice. It reminds me of a ſimilar licence 
taken in one of our country theatres in which 
it muſt be admitted, that we fairly beat them. 
The hero of the night being indiſpoſed, when 
Hamlet was to be performed, an apology was 
made, accompanied with a requeſt that the 
audience would permit the play to go on 
without the character. 


In our return we viſited one of the Mu- 
ſico's or licenſed Brothels. Our ſtay was 
but ſhort, the uglineſs and impudence of the 
women ſoon cauſing us to make a precipitate 
retreat, The number of thoſe houſes 1s in- 
credible. A chandelier is lighted up in the 
middle of the room, at the farther end of 
which are placed a ſleepy fidler and harper, 


who play, if neceſſary, till morning: you 
Pay 
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pay a florin at entrance, and ſee all that is 
neceſſary through immenſe clouds of tobacco 
ſmoak. No indecency 1s permitted ; and I 
am told it is not uncommon to meet a ſober 
citizen and his wife (particularly at the time 
of the annual fair) introducing a virtuous 
young woman, their daughter, merely to 
ſhew the horrid tendency of immorality ; 


imagining with the poet, that 


« Vice is a monſter of ſo frightful mien 
« As to be hated, needs but to be ſeen,” 


Tx1s may be Dutch policy, but the ex- 


periment is ſurely dangerous; as the follow- 


ing couplet of the ſame elegant author more 
fully illuſtrates: 


« Yet ſeen too oft, familiar with her face, 
« We firſt endure, then pity, then embrace.” 


IT 1s true that the Spartans publicly ex- 
hibited their ſlaves when drunk, to expoſe the 
de- 


1 


deformity of drunkenneſs and deter their 
youth from the practice of it. With a loath- 
ſome object before their eyes, the dignity of 
our nature humiliated and nothing to invite, 
no paſſion could be inflamed: but the caſe 
of intoxication and the ſpecies of licentiouſ- 
neſs before alluded to is widely different. 


Taz ſituation of theſe wretched females 
is lamentable beyond deſcription : immured 
within the walls for life, and only permitted 
to breathe a purer air one day in the year, 
they are then attended by their tyrant keeper, 
who never ſuffers them out of his ſight. 
But ſomewhat too much of this. We retired 
to our hotel. 


Tux Raſp-houſe or Bridewell is worthy 
notice : here the wretched culprit 1s chained 
to a block, and employed in cutting and 
raſping Brazil wood. In paſſing we ſaw a 
miſerable creature, who aſked charity through 

a barri- 
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a barricadoed cellar window; he had before 
been impriſoned in the houſe and was now 
ſentenced to ſix weeks additional confinement 
in this cellar for ſtealing ſome of the wood, 
piled in the yard to make his fire, where he 
was inceſſantly to pump or drown, as the 
water was generally up to his ſhoulders. 
Dreadful as this puniſhment appears, (and to 
intimidate and deter 1s one of the firſt ends 


of puniſhment) it is even more juſt than for 


ſo ſlight offences and by which the peace of 
ſociety is ſo little diſturbed, to ſubject to the 
pain of Death; a law in theory at leaſt, 
however tempered with humanity in practice, 
diſgraceful to the criminal code of our own 
country. The entrance to this building is 
worthy notice: it is adorned with ſculptured 
figures well executed by Keyzer of Amſter- 
dam; and is ſaid to be the beſt piece of work- 
manſhip of the kind in this city. We looked 
into the new church, which 1s a large hand- 
ſome building : the organ 1s inferior only to 

that 
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that at Haerlem: the ſounding board and 
pulpit are moſt laboriouſly decorated with 
carving in the Gothic ſtyle, but deſigned with 
little taſte. To this redundancy of ornament 
might be added much more; as I am informed 
there are many baſkets-full yet inapplied. 
The ſcreen which divides the chancel is of 
Corinthian braſs, and is really handſome. 
The monument of the famous De Ruyter is 
in this church: it is a cumbent figure in 
marble, of indifferent workmanſhip. A 
ſmall monument is likewiſe erected to the me- 
mary of the famous poet Vondel, called the 
Dutch Shakſpeare. 


Tae work-houſe contains near twelve 
thouſand perſons, who are admitted of all 
nations; the neatneſs and good manage- 
ment of this place is beyond deſcription. 
In one of the apartments 1s a large picture, 
very finely painted, by Rembrandt, con- 
taining portraits of the firſt promoters of 

Vor. I 8 this 
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this charity; and another equally fine, of 
the ſame ſize and ſubject, intended as a 
companion, by Van Dyck. Part of this 
building is devoted to the reception of poor 
females ; not thoſe who have only deviated 
from the nicer rules of virtue, and whoſe 
ſtars, perhaps, were more in fault than 
te they;”” but thoſe, who loſt to all ſenſe 
of ſhame, had abandoned themſelves to an 
open ſtate of proſtitution. 


In the Surgeons-hall is a fine picture 
by Rembrandt; the ſubject, a diſſection: 
It contains portraits of the profeſſors and 
principal members of the college, large as 
life, in half length; and is executed in his 
beſt manner. The effect of it is aſtoniſh- 
ing; and yet, judicious and indeed indiſ- 
penſible as it was to make ſuch a ſubject 
the ornament of ſuch a place, we cannot 
but regret that ſo noble a ſpecimen of art 


cannot be dwelt upon without diſguſt by 


any 
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any other than a medical eye, There are 
ſeveral other pictures of merit in the ſame 
apartment, particularly ſome by Cornelius 
Trooſt. 


Tux exchange is an oblong of two hun- 
dred feet by one hundred and twenty-four, 
and will contain from ſix to ſeven thouſand 
people. It is built on two thouſand piles, 
and has galleries all round, ſupported by 
forty-five pillars of the Doric and Ionic or- 
ders. From a window above we ſaw it full. 
The appearance of ſo many perſons, with 
each an orange cockade in his hat, had ra- 
ther a whimſical effect. There 1s no other 
theatre on the globe, in which ſuch an he- 
terogeneous mixture of nations could be pre- 
ſented, each tugging at the property of his 
neighbour, while 


„With equal haſte to ſeveral ways they run 


« Some to undo, and ſome to be undone.” 
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Yer to ſhew, that avidity of wealth is 
not always the predominant paſſion of a 
Dutchman, I am informed that about a 
twelvemonth ago, on the Prince and Prin- 
ceſs of Orange appearing at a window with- 
in the Exchange, ſuch was the real or ſup- 
poſed amor patriæ, that the merchants, exs 
cept a few Engliſh and Jews, inſtantly 
quitted the place and their purſuits, and left 
the Prince and Princeſs in quiet poſſeſſion. 


Wr are now preparing for the French 
Play or College, where we have tickets 
from a ſubſcriber, without which you can- 
not be admitted; but as a ſtranger you 
will find no difficulty in being accommo- 
dated, 


Adieu! 


LET - 
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LETTER KI. 


AMSTERDAM. 


DEAR STR, 


AFTER having determined laſt 
night on going to the French play, we 
ordered a traineau (which I deſcribed in 
a former letter) to convey us thither. The 
novelty of the vehicle excited in us ſome 
laughter; and at the play we were wel} 
entertained. The petite piece was Midas 
which, though well performed, is in point 
of poetical compoſition, much inferior to 
ours. The pit or parterre 1s very commo- 
dious, having comfortable ſeats with con- 
venient low backs; and, theſe being, as we 
have already obſerved at Rotterdam, regu- 
larly numbered, all crowding and diſſatiſ- 
faction 1s prevented. This theatre 1s un- 
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der the controul of the ſubſcribers; who, 
after defraying the expence of the houſe and 
the players ſalaries, which, in compariſon 
with ours, are very trifling, apply the re- 
ſidue to charitable purpoſes. No inhabi- 
tant of the city, who is not a ſubſcriber, can 
be admitted ; tickets being transferable only 
to ſtrangers. 


Tuls morning after breakfaft we viewed 
that ſtupendous building, the Stadt-houſe. 
It is built from a deſign of Jacob Van 
Campen, a famous Dutch architect. The 
firſt ſtone was laid October the 28th, 1648, 
and it was finiſhed in 1655. Its firſt foun- 
dation is on piles, which are ſaid to conſiſt 
of fourteen thouſand; and coſt one hun- 
dred thouſand pounds ſterling. The build- 
ing is of a ſquare form, two hundred and 
cighty-two feet in front, two hundred and 
fifty-five in depth, and one hundred and 
ſixteen in height. It has ſeven ſmall por- 

ticos, 
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ticos, repreſenting the ſeven provinces, 


Wanting a grand entrance, its general 
effect is much diminiſhed; and its fagade 
is equally hurt by the contiguity of the 
Weigh-houſe. In the front are three enor- 
mous bronze figures, repreſenting Juſtice, 
Strength, and Wealth. On the top of the 
pediment is the ſtatue of Atlas, bearing a 
globe on his ſhoulders. Within the pedi- 
ment is a handſome hiſtoric baſſo relievo in 
marble. The apartments within are ſpa- 
cious, elegant, and expenſive ; having a vaſt 
profuſion of marble pillars, inlaid floors, 
cornices, richly carved, feſtoons of flowers, 
and bas reliefs finely executed in different 
coloured Italian marble. The various parts 
of this building are well adapted to the ſe- 
veral objects of its intention. It has with- 
in itſelf all chambers and offices calculated 
for the diſpoſal of every branch of buſineſs 
relative to the State; ſuch as the Treaſury, 
Senate; and alſo the Courts of Juſtice in 
which 
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which the magiſtrates fit every day from 
ten till one. At the top of the building 
are ſeveral ciſterns, with conveyances for 
water to every apartment, in caſe of fire. 
Beneath this ſtructure, within a vaulted 
labyrinth, is the famous Bank; which is 
never opened but in the preſence of a bur- 
go-maſter. The immenſe wealth of this 
bank has been rated at upwards of thirty 
millions ſterling, in caſh, bullion, and jew- 


els. It is a ſingular circumſtance, that 
the old Stadt-houſe, with many of its ar- 
chives and regiſters, was deſtroyed by fire 
in 1655, the year in which this edifice was 
completed. 


Tur coup d'œuil from the top of the 
building is very extenſive: a full view of 
the city, diſtant rivers, and villages, with 
a beautiful proſpect of the ſea, amply repay 
the trouble of aſcending to ſuch a height. 
Here is an excellent ſet of chimes, conſiſting 

of 
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of about forty bells, that play every quarter 
of an hour, 


W1Trin are ſome good pictures, by 
Vanderhelſt, an artiſt of extraordinary me- 


rit, and in many reſpects equal, if not ſu- 
perior, to Van Dyck : they are principally 
portraits, or ſubjects in which little more 
ts neceſſary than excellence in that line, 
One, which contains ſome capital portraits, 
repreſents a league of amity or friendly in- 
tercourſe between the States and Spain; in 
which the ambaſſador of the latter comes 
forward to ſhake hands with a burgo-maſ- 
ter: another is upon the ſubject of military 
exploits; both much in the ſtyle of Van 
Dyck. In the ſame apartment is a charm- 
ing picture by Rembrandt. 


By Philip Van Dyck, a native of this 
city, here is a large work, very juſtly ad- 
mired. It was painted about the middle 

Vai. 1, T of 
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of the laſt century, and conſiſts of por- 
traits of all the principal perſons of the 
town, moſt admirably grouped : in the back 
ground is a portrait of an old man, the 
head of which is in an excellent ſtyle, and 


nearly animated. A very great ſum hag 
been offered for this chef d*ceuvre, 


In the burgo-maſters apartment is a 


charmin g picture, by John Lievens, repre- 


ſenting Fabius Maximus getting off his 
horſe to receive his ſon on being created 
a burgo-maſter, In the adjoining room 


are two very good hiſtorical pictures by 
Ferdinand Bol: 


Tux immenſe ſum expended upon this 
ſtately pile is ſcarcely credible : it is ſaid 
to have been more than two millions ſter- 


ling; which conſiderably exceeds the coſt 


of our cathedral of St. Paul's, or of the 
palaces of Verſailles, or the Eſcurial. But 


expence 


1 


expence was not here the conſideration: 
for, in this national undertaking, the ſpi- 
rit even of the Hollander was rouſed; and 
with becoming ambition he was ſo eager to 
diſplay the magnificence of commerce, that 


e Gold and his gains no more employ'd his mind.“ 


In this city you will find many collec- 
tions of cabĩnet- pictures, well deſerving at- 
tention, among which is that of Mr. Gel- 
dermaſter, the Portugueze Conſul; at whoſe 
houſe we were elegantly entertained, and 
whoſe collection is formed with more taſte 
than any I have yet ſeen: indeed from a 
view of his own charming drawings it 1s 
impoſſible he can exhibit an indifferent 
picture. His politeneſs and attention can 
only be equalled by the happy ſelection 
he has made: in the number of them are 
three exquiſite flower-pieces by Van Huy- 
ſom, perhaps the beſt he ever painted; a 
fine landſcape, by Paul Potter ; ſeveral by 
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Gerard Douw; an exquiſite ſea · piece by 
Vandeveldt in his beſt Dutch ſtyle; and a 
landſcape by Teniers, &c. 


AT the houſe of Mr. Cornelius Ploos 
Van Amſtel, ſtrangers are received with 
the greateſt politeneſs, and the palate of 
the amateur will have a rich repaſt. His 
collection conſiſts of about a hundred pic- 
tures, forming a cahinet of the firſt excel- 
lence in merit and preſervation : amongſt 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed I would point out 
a converſation, by Terburgh; and the 
church of Delft, by Emanuel De Witt, 
ſurpaſſing any thing I have ſeen of thoſe 
maſters; the brilliancy of light breaking 
through the windows, and interſecting the 
pillars of the building, produces a won- 
derful effect; five pictures by Vander Hyde, 
in his beſt manner; a view of Amſter- 
dam, acroſs the Y, by Jacob Ruyſdael; a 
converſation by Peter de Hooge; and ſeve- 


ral 
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ral by the old maſters, particularly a Saint 
Nicholas, ſaid to be painted in the begin- 
ning of the ninth century. The whole 
forms an aſſemblage worthy their owner, 
whoſe taſte and love of the fine arts have 
given him place as an honorary profeſſor 
in the gallery at Duſſeldorp, and made him 
director of the academy of drawing in this 
city. Among his drawings, which conſiſt 
of about ſix thouſand, will be found the 
| beſt works of the Italian, Flemiſh, Dutch, 
French, and Engliſh ſchools ; particularly 
of Raphael, Julio Romano, Van Huyſum, 
and Trooſt; whoſe daughter this gentle- 
man obtained in marriage. Among his 
numerous collection of prints are the beſt 
works of Berghem, Both, Viſchier, Marc 
Antonio Goltzius, Albert Durer, Michael 
Angelo, and Rembrandt. The works of 
the laſt artiſt are complete, and were form- 
ed by that great maſter for his own col- 
lection. 


W 
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Wr were likewiſe introduced to the 
houſe of Mrs. Hope, a widow lady ; who 
has an excellent collection of cabinet pic- 
tures, all by the beſt maſters, and in fine 
preſervation. In Baron Goll's collection, 
among many beautiful pictures, will be 
found the portraits of the Kings of England 
in chiaro ſcuro by the Chevalier Vander 
Werff, on paper, in oil, moſt exquiſitely 
finiſhed : he has likewiſe two drawings of 
flowers by Van Huyſum about five inches 
ſquare, of ſuch exquiſite quality, that he 
paid ſeven thouſand guilders for the two. 


Baron Dr SMETH has an extenſive ca- 
binet of the beſt maſters, particularly Wil- 
liam Vandevelt, Vander Hyde, &c. all of 
which are happily choſen. 


Tre cabinet of Mr. De Vos conſiſts 
principally of the Dutch and Flemiſh ſchools, 
and 1s extenſive and well choſen. Here is alſo 

a picture 
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a picture by Hobbima, in his beautiful ſilver 
tone of colouring, of ineſtimable value; 


Ms. VzRsTE1G's collection is formed 
from the Italian and Dutch maſters of the 
firſt claſs : his drawings by Grand Jean, a 
native of this city, ſomewhat in the ſtyle of 
Both, conſiſt of views from nature; and 
are well deſerving the admiration of the 
connoiſſeur, 


Mx. TERSTEEG has an extenſive col- 
lection of pictures and drawings by the beſt 
maſters, 


Mx. B. DR Bosc, and his brother Mr. 
I. De Boſch, have each ſome beautiful cabi- 
net pictures: in the collection of the former 
will be found a moſt charming drawing of 
Adrian Oſtade, and two by Van Huyſum, 
perhaps the beſt he ever made. 
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Ms. CLEMENS Van Har's collection 
is formed of ſome good modern, as well as 
the beſt of the old maſters, in the Dutch and 
Flemiſh ſchools, 


Ma. Van EvL SLutTER's cabinet con- 
tains many fine pictures and drawings. 


Ms. Van Dycx's is principally formed 
of drawings, 


Mr. MAARSEVEEN, to his cabinet of 
well choſen drawings, has added ſome choice 


Delft ware, painted by Ruyſdael, Verboom, 
Kc. KC. 


To theſe colleftions you will find eaſy ad- 
miſſion, as a ſtranger and admirer of the 
fine arts. 


Tux following names are among the firſt 
Living artiſts of eminence here. 
Mx. 
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Ms. BrI vs, excellent in hiſtory painting, 
and a director of the academy; Mr. Vin- 
keles, an engraver of great merit, a director 
likewiſe of the academy; Mr. Van Bruſſel, 
a painter of very great excellence in flowers, 
in the ſtyle of Van Huyſum; Mr. Van 
Drielſt, eminent in landſcape, in the ſtyle 
of Ruyſdael ; Mr. Cats, landſcape and cattle, 
in the manner of Adrian Vandevelt; Mr. 
Ekles, converſation, in the ſtyle of Metzu ; 
Mr. Dupre, a native of this city, whoſe 
drawings are much admired, is now at Rome; 
and Mr. Meyer, a painter of landſcape, 
whoſe deſigns and drawings would credit any 
artiſt, a native alſo of this place, but now 
reſident in London. 


I 6HALL cloſe this letter with a brief 
{ſketch of the lives of a few maſters of high 
eminence, who were born here: ſelected from 
a long liſt of names, moſt of whom had 
very conſiderable merit in their profeſſion. — 

VoL. I. U William 
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William Vande Velde, who ranks firſt in 
eſteem as a painter of fea views, was born 
here in 1633: he received his earlieſt rudi- 
ments in the art from his father, who, 
though of fome eminence, was much his in- 
ſerior. When the father quitted Holland 
for England, the fon was placed under that 
elegant painter, Simon De Vlieger; but he 
oon outftripped his maſter; and on his 
works being ſent to the Court of London, 
James the Second was fo pleaſed with them, 
that he ſettled a confiderable penſion on this 
young artiſt, who ſoon followed his works to 
England. His pictures are fo well known, 
that it is almoſt needleſs to point out their 
beauties. Truth in the repreſentation, and 
taſte in the choice of his ſubjects, form their 
grand characteriſtics. Beautiful tranſparency 
of colouring, and charming grouping in his 
figures, conſtitute all together ſuch complete 
ſpecimens of art, as are, and probably ever 
vill remain, unrivalled, This exquiſite paint- 

ex 
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er died in London on the 6th of April, 
1707. 


Joun Van HuysvM, a firſt rate painter 
of fruit and flowers, was born in this city 
on the 5th of April, 1682. The celebrity 
of his works drew the attention of moſt of 
the princes in Earope ; whoſe cabinets are 
enriched at a very great expence with the pro- 
ductions of this artiſt: and they are no leſs 
admirable for their exquiſite high finiſhing, 
than for their great truth, and cloſe ſimili- 
tude to nature. His flowers were ſo like the 
originals, that the Datch connoiſſeurs, who 
furniſhed him with their rareſt roots, began 
to think the merit of their purſuit in that 
way would be leſſened by his {kill in copying 
them. It is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that the prevailing taſte for flowers and the 
high excellence of their cultivation in this 
country, were circumſtances that contibuted 
towards giving him that ſignal ſuperiority 
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which he attained in this branch of the art; 
He died at the age of ſixty- ſeven. 


A veRY fine painter of landſcape, Iſaac 
Moucheron, was born here in 1670. He 
received his inſtructions from his father, Fre- 
deric, whom he greatly excelled ; and, having 
loſt him at an early age, he determined on vi- 
ſiting Italy, where his taſte and knowledge 
in the art ſoon increaſed; and he eſtabliſhed 
a fame in repreſenting and embelliſhing na- 
ture, which will ever inſure his works a place 
in the cabinets of the curious. He died at 
the age of ſeventy-four. | 


Ax artiſt as ſingularly eminent in his 
profeſſion as unfortunate in the whole hiſtory 
of his life was John Griffier, born here in 
1656. The accident of birth and fortune 
placed him in a carpenter's ſhop ; but his 
genius and ambition leading him to higher 
purſuits, his firſt efforts in art were made in 

| the 
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the humble character of a painter of Dutch 
tiles. But his ſkill having attracted no- 
tice, he ſoon met with patronage, and was 
put under the tuition of Roeland Rogman, 
here, by the aſſiſtance of Lingleback, 
Adrian Vande Velde and others of great 
eminence, he ſoon became maſter of his 
profeſſion, and being of a rambling turn, 
embarked for England, where he painted 
many pictures, and acquired both reputa- 
tion and property. Having married there, 
and afterwards with his family ſet ſail for 
Holland, in a veſſel he had purchaſed at a 
great price, he was in his voyage ſhip- 
wrecked, and with his family reduced to 
beggary. A ſeries of misfortunes after- 
wards attended this ill-fated artiſt; and 
he quitted this world at the age of ſeven- 
ty-three, as full of miſeries as of years, 
and as diſtinguiſhed by his poverty as his 
talents: He left behind him a ſon of very 
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eonſiderable merit as a painter, who was 
born in England, 


Tuar charming artiſt, Adrian Vande 
Velde, was a native of this city, born in 
1639. He was a diſcipk of Wynants; 
and his biographers ſay of him, that he 
never paſſed a day without making a de- 
ſign or painting on fome ſubject from na- 
ture. His excellence in landſcape and fi- 
gures verifies this aſſertion ; for more truth, 
taſte, and brilliancy of effect are not to be 
found in any other painter in that branch 
of the arts. The high prices his pictures 
now bring ſhew the great eſteem, in which 
they are held by the connoiſſeur. 


Ir is extraordinary, that a landſcape 
painter ſhould have produced ſo many 
works of merit in hiſtory, as are to be found 
by this aruſt, I ſhall only particularize 

| a de- 
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a deſcent from the croſs, which he paint- 
ed for an altar in the Catholic church at 
Amſterdam. With fuch rare talents in 
his profeſſion, and ſtill more to be ad- 
mired purity of morals, and amiable qua- 
lities in ſociety as a man, we cannot but 
regret his early death at the age of thirty- 
three. 


I canxot cloſe this letter without 
mentioning another artiſt of very diſtin- 
guiſhed talents in landſcape, particularly 
moonlight ſcenery, Eglon Vander Neer, 
born here in 1643. Nature performed 
much for him, but nereffity ſeems to have 
added a ſpur, and to have had a ſhare in 
his improvements. Twice left a widower, 


and encumbered with no leſs than twenty- 


five children, it was neceſſary that great 
application to his profeſſion ſhould make 
him, as it did, equally ſucceſsful in every 
branch of the art that he undertook : his 
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flowers and plants, portraits and conver- 
fations (which he painted in the ſtyle of 
Terburgh) are all equally eſteemed, and 
admitted into the choiceſt cabinets in Eu- 
rope. He died at the age of ſixty, having 
had the honour of producing as a pupil, 
that great painter the Chevalier Vander 
Werff. 


I nave written till J have become me- 
lancholy almoſt, as well as weary, and 
begin to look upon my epiſtle in the light 
of a chronicle of mortality, for ſuch it is, 
and of the moſt painful nature; ſince its 
principal office has been to bear record to 
the difficulties and diſtreſſes which envied 
genius too often ſtruggles with in paſſing 
through life, and to the humiliating truth 
that it is confounded at laſt without diſ- 
tinction in the common maſs, and muſt 
wait the hour that is appointed to all men. 


This honeſt Prior knew (and for the fake 
of 
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one letter, I will conclude with his own 
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LETTER X. 


SAARDAM. 


DEAR SIR, 


WB roſe early this morning ; and, 
though the weather was not very promiſing, 
it did not put us from our purpoſe; we 
therefore walked to the quay, and taking a 
boat, croſſing the Y, about a mile in width, 
to a ſmall Ferry-houſe, called in Dutch, 
Tolhuis; firſt ordering a carriage to con- 
vey us to Broek, a village in North Hol- 
land, about nine miles diſtant. The miſts 
of the morning diſpelled apace, 


« And earth relenting felt the genial ray.“ 


Wr purſued our journey with encreaſ- 
ing pleaſure, till we reached Buykſloot, a 
ſmall 
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LETTER X. 


SAAR DAM. 


DEAR SIR, 


W roſe early this morning ; and, 
though the weather was not very promiſing, 
it did not put us from our purpoſe ; we 
therefore walked to the quay, and taking a 
boat, croſſing the Y, about a mile in width, 
to a ſmall Ferry-houſe, called in Dutch, 
Tolhuis ; firſt ordering a carriage to con- 
vey us to Broek, a village in North Hol- 
land, about nine miles diſtant. The mitts 
of the morning diſpelled apace, 


« And earth relenting felt the genial ray.” 


Wr purſued our journey with encreaſ- 
ing pleaſure, till we reached Buykſloot, a 
ſmall 
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ſmall neat village, commanding a charming 
view of Amſterdam. A little farther on, 
we paſſed a large mill and magazine for 
gunpowder ; which introduced a converſa- 
tion and ſome ridicule, pointed at the in- 
tereſted character of the Dutch, who, un- 
able to reſiſt the temptation of gain, ſup- 
plied us during the laſt war with that ar- 
ticle againſt themſelves: on this occaſion 
the ſagacious driver obſerved with Dutch 
cunning); that it was true, they had ſold us 
gunpowder, but it was equally true, that 
it had lain in their warehouſes ſo long a 
time, that it was good for nothing. Af- 
ter a very fine ride upon an excellent road, 
commanding a delightful proſpect and full 
view of Saardam on the left, with its army 
of windmills, and on the right the river Y, 
richly crouded with ſhipping, we arrived 
at Broek, the wealthieſt village in Holland; 
and in ſcenery the moſt pictureſque and 
whimſical I have ever ſeen, or that perhaps 
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is any where to be found: and being di- 
vided by ſmall canals and neat bridges, it 
reminds one more of the gaudineſs of a 
village in China, than any thing ſo near 
home, The houſes ſtand ſeparate, and 
are principally of wood, fluted and paint- 
ed in variegated colours: they have ſmall 
gardens before the doors, which are moſt 
groteſquely diſpoſed and decorated with va- 
rious coloured tiles, ſhells, glaſs beads, &c. 
and the walks in them are of deep ſand 
and not paſſable, but laid out merely for 
ſhew. The houſes are covered with glazed 
tiles, and are regularly painted every year. 
The trees are cut into moſt ample order. 
Carriages ſeldom paſs through the ſtreets, 
except thoſe of the inhabitants; and, 
ſhould a horſe leave any trace behind, a 
ſervant regularly comes out with a fieve 
and ſand, to wipe out the injury. A 
ſtranger at firſt fight would imagine the 
place uninhabited: I do not recollect, in 


two 


1 


two hours, ſeeing more than ſeven or eight 
females, and thoſe too old for the eye to 
dwell long upon. The young ones immedi- 
ately retreat to their houſes, on the appear- 
ance of a ſtranger. 


A $INGULAR cuſtom is obſerved, not 
only in this village, but all over North 
Holland; that in the front of each houſe 
they have a door, which is never opened 
but on the day of their marriage, and on 
the day when the ſolitary inhabitant is re- 
moved to 


That undiſcover'd country, from whoſe bourn 


« No traveller returns,” 


I MusT obſerve to you, that in no 
part of Holland is the funeral ſervice ſaid 
over the deceaſed; but here the clerk be- 
comes the parſon, and, laying the Bible on 
the coffin, proceeds to read ſome chapters 
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relative to the briefneſs of man's exiſtence, 
The body is then placed in a boat on the 
canal, and attended to the place of inter- 
ment by a ſolemn proceſſion of relations, 
friends and acquaintance, We procured 
admiſſion to the inſide of one of the houſes 
of this ſingularly whimſical people, and 
found it in trimneſs and exactneſs quite 
of a piece with the out—In its furniture 
there was the ſame neatneſs, and it was ſo 
tricked out with baubles of ornaments be- 
yond number, ſhining floors, ſhining tables 
and chairs; in ſhort, every thing ſo vieing 
with the looking-glaſs in reflection, that 


it puts you in fear of broken bones every 
ſtep you take, 


AFTER making a ſketch of the prin- 
cipal part of this village, which commands 
a fine view of Amſterdam, we left this 
ſingular ſpot, and returned to Buikſloot in 
our way to Saardam, which 1s about eight 


miles. 


1 


miles. It is a very conſiderable village, 
in North Holland, ſaid to extend ſix miles 
on the bank of the river; and is perhaps 
one of the greateſt magazines of ſhip-tim- 
ber and naval ſtores in Europe: of wind- 
mills it certainly is, as it contains near 
three hundred : ſome of them are employ- 
ed in ſawing timber, at which forty or fifty 
boards can be cut at the ſame time; others 
are uſed for making paper, in which the 
whole proceſs, from cutting the rags and 
cleaning them, to their application through 
the mould, and picking out the flaws, 
which is the work of women and children, 
is compleated ; and others for cutting to- 
bacco-leaves : theſe are laid in large troughs 
ranged in the mills, and, by the falling of 
perpendicular pieces of timber, with a chop- 
per fixed at one end and cogs at the other, 
are caught in a wheel as it turns, and divid- 
ed into ſmall particles. 
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Tr1s place, though leſs quiet than 
Broek, partakes of all its ſingularities. The 
inhabitants are very rich, and very retired, 
yet live with much hoſpitality, and indulge 
in the richeſt exhilarating wines, and moſt 
luxurious tables. The dreſs of the women 
is plain and neat, but with a profuſion of 
gold ornaments about the neck, forehead, 
and hair, which is formed into ſmall ſpiral 
ringlets, not unlike the head -dreſſes of Sir 
Peter Lely. The ſingularity of this faſhion, 
added to a regular and pleaſing ſymmetry of 
features, with great ſimplicity and unaffect- 
ed manners, renders them by no means un- 
pleaſing : yet the inordinate uſe of coffee, 
which they take from ſix in the morning 
till ten at might, gives them a pallidneſs of 
countenance, which greatly diminiſhes their 
attractions. Laughable as it may ſeem, a 
ſafe expedient to inſure the affections of the 
lower claſs of theſe laſſes, is to provide your- 
ſelf with gingerbread. The firſt queſtion 
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Trrs place, though leſs quiet than 
Broek, partakes of all its ſingularities. The 
inhabitants are very rich, and very retired, 
yet live with much hoſpitality, and indulge 
in the richeſt exhilarating wines, and moſt 
luxurious tables. The dreſs of the women 
is plain and neat, but with a profuſion of 
gold ornaments about the neck, forehead, 
and hair, which 1s formed into ſmall ſpiral 
ringlets, not unlike the head-drefles of Sir 
Peter Lely. The ſingularity of this faſhion, 
added to a regular and pleaſing ſymmetry of 
features, with great ſimplicity and unaffect- 
ed manners, renders them by no means un- 
pleaſing : yet the inordinate uſe of coffee, 
which they take from ſix in the morning 
till ten at might, gives them a pallidneſs of 
countenance, which greatly diminiſhes their 
attractions. Laughable as it may ſeem, a 
ſafe expedient to inſure the affections of the 
lower claſs of theſe laſſes, is to provide your- 


ſelf with gingerbread. The firſt queſtion 
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the lover is aſked after knocking at the door, 
when the parents are ſuppoſed to be in bed, 
is, Have you any gingerbread ?” If he re- 
plies in the affirmative, he finds little diffi- 
culty in gaining admiſſion ; a ſecond viſit in- 
fures his ſucceſs, and the lady yields. 


Tux drefles of the men are generally 
black and dark brown. I have endeavour- 
ed in the encloſed ſketch to give you a 
clearer idea of the appearance of both 
A | 


Two hundred bridges are ſaid to be 
thrown acroſs the canals here. 


Tat church is very neat; and a large 
picture over the welt door of it perpetuates 
a ſingular ſubject. A woman 1s repreſented 
in the air, as having been toſſed by a bull, 
when far gone with child, and delivered in 
that ſituation ; the child lying dead on the 
ground. The huſband, in coming to the 


Vor. I. T aſſiſt- 


( 270 ) 
aſſiſtance of his wife, was likewiſe attacked 


by the bull; and all the parties are ſaid to 
have been killed in the conflict. 


By the pains taken to perpetuate this 
ſtrange anecdote, it certainly was, and it 
now is credited. On a flat ſtone beneath is 
a Dutch epitaph on the ſubject, 


Hier onder lyd de Moer en Vaar, 
En't ongebooren by Mal Kaar. 


OBSERVE, my dear friend, I do not 
vouch for the truth of this wonderful hiſ- 


tory. 


THr1s place is rendered famous by the 
reſidence of Peter the Great, Czar of Muſ- 
covy, about the year 1696, in the humble 
character of a ſhip-builder. As the ſtory 
cannot better be told, I will give it you in 
Voltaire's own words, from I Hiſtoire de 
Empire de Ruſſiẽ ſous Pierre le Grand, 
ch. ix. 

«LE 
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% LE Czar prit un habit de pilote, en 


alla dans cet equi page au village de Saar- 
dam, ou l'on conſtruiſait alors beaucoup 
plus de vaiſſeaux encore qu aujourd'hui. 
Ce village eſt auſſi grand, auſſi peuple, 
auſſi riche, & plus propre que beaucoup 


de villes opulentes. Le Czar admira cette 


multitude d'hommes toujours occupes ; 
FPordre, l'exactitude des traveaux; la ce- 
lerite prodigieuſe a conſtruire un vaiſſeau, 
et à le munir de tous ſes agres; & cette 
quantite incroyable de magaſins, de ma- 
chines qui rendent le travail plus facille 
& plus ſir. Le Czar commenga par 
acheter une barque, a la quelle il fit de ſes 
mains un mat briſe ; enſuite il travailla X 
toutes les parties de la conſtruction d'un 
vaiſſeau, menant la meme vie que les ar- 
tiſans de Saardam $'habillant, ſe nouriſſant 
comme eux travaillant dans les forges, 
dans les corderies, dans ces moulins 
dont la quantite prodigieuſe borde le vil- 
lage, & dans les quels on ſcie le ſapin & 
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© Ie chene, on tire Vhuile, on fabrique le 
papier, on file les metaux ductiles. II ſe 
« fit inſcrire dans le nombre des charpentiers 
« ſous le nom de PIERRE MICHAELO r. 
* On Tappellait communement MalrRE 
% PIERRE, Petre Bas; & les ouvriers d' abord 
« interdits d'avoir un ſouverain pour com- 
« pagnon, s'y accoutumerent familierement. 
*« Tandis qu'il maniait a Saardam le com- 
« pas et la hache, on lui confirma la 
« nouvelle de la ſciſſion, de la Pologne,“ 
« Nc. 


Tux hut where he reſided, with all its 
appurtenances, remains entire: a ſketch of 
it is encloſed, 


Wr ſaw here a great many ſtorks : they 
are birds of paſſage, and we ſeem to know 
little of whence they come, or whither they 
go; but it 1s certain that they have made 
Holland a favourite reſidence. The Datch, 
who are particularly attentive to their pre- 


ſervation, 
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« le chene, on tire Vhuile, on fabrique le 
papier, on file les metaux ductiles. II ſe 
« fit inſcrire dans le nombre des charpentiers 
„ ſous le nom de PIERRE MICHAELOFF. 
% On 'appellait communement MaiTRE 
PIERRE, Petre Bas; & les ouvriers d'abord 


interdits d'avoir un ſouverain pour com- 
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pagnon, s'y accoutumerent familicrement. 
Tandis qu'il maniait a Saardam le com- 
« pas et la hache, on lui confirma la 
% nouvelle de la ſciſſion, de la Pologne,“ 
% Kc. 


Tk hut where he reſided, with all its 


appur tenances, remains entire: a ſketch of 
it is encloſed, 


Wx ſaw here a great many ſtorks : they 
are birds of paſſage, and we ſeem to know 
little of whence they come, or whither they 
go; but it is certain that they have made 
Holland a favourite reſidence. The Dutch, 


who are particularly attentive to their pre- 


{cr vation, 


„ 


ſervation, retain! the old idea, that they will 
only exiſt in a republic: I hardly need ſay, 
they are to be found in moſt towns on the 
continent, where the fituation 1s low and 
marfhy. The ſtork is a large bird, about 
the ſize of a crane; its plumage is quite 
white, except on the extremity of the wings, 
a ſmall part of the head, and the thighs, 
which are a dark brown: its beak and legs 
are red. It feeds on frogs, fiſhes, and ſer- 
pents, and generally lays from two to four 
eggs, which are in ſize like thoſe of a gooſe, 
Their return to this part of the world 1s 
about the beginning of March, when they 
immediately ſet about building their neſts, 
which they form of twigs and faggots; ge- 
nerally taking up their reſidence at the chim- 
ney tops, where frames are prepared for their 
reception, as deſcribed in the drawing of 


Wouverman's houſe at Haerlem. 


'THE 


n 


Tux Dutch ſay they annually drop an 
egg or young one out of their neſt, which is 
called a mark of gratitude. I was credibly 
informed of a ſingular inſtance of their cha- 
rity, or rather ſuperſtitious attachment to 
one of theſe young windfalls. Having in 
this parental act of gratitude had its leg ſo 
miſerably cruſhed, that it was out of the 
power of ſurgery to reſtore it to its natural 
ſtate, they contrived to replace it with a 
wooden one ſo dexterouſly, and attended 
to it with ſo much care, that it ſurvived the 
operation near thirty years. 


I cannoT conclude without telling you 
how ſumptuouſly we fared in this village at 
dinner. The fineſt perch I ever ſaw of about 
two pounds weight, to make water zoodje, 
or Zzooky, a glaſs of excellent Rheniſh to 
waſh them down, a clever North Holland 
laſs, tricked out with a world of neatneſs, 


to 
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to attend us, were a feaſt for an Emperor ; 
and with health and good ſpirits to enjoy 
any thing, to crown all, we cloſed the day 
in good humour and feſtivity, 


Adieu 
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LETTER X. 


UTRECHT. 


DEAR SIR, 


Wx left Amſterdam early yeſter- 
day morning. The weather was delightful, 
and the ſcenery from the banks of the river 
increaſed in verdure and pictureſque beauty, 
as we advanced towards this city. About 
midway 1s a pleaſant village, called Nieuwer 
Sluice, where we ſtopped to take refreſh- 
ment. Here the canal increaſes conſidera- 
bly in width, and its borders are proportion- 
ably enriched with buildings. 


Tux villas are principally occupied by 
the merchants of Amſterdam, whoſe coun- 
try retreats are not amongſt the leaſt of their 
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LETTER X. 


UTRECHT. 


DEAR SIR, 


W left Amſterdam early yeſter- 
day morning. The weather was delightful, 
and the ſcenery from the banks of the river 
increaſed in verdure and pictureſque beauty, 
as we advanced towards this city. About 
midway is a pleaſant village, called Nieuwer 
Sluice, where we ſtopped to take refreſh- 
ment. Here the canal increaſes conſidera- 
bly in width, and its borders are proportion- 
ably enriched with buildings. 


Tux villas are principally occupied by 
the merchants of Amſterdam, whoſe coun- 


try retreats are not amongſt the leaſt of their 
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enjoyments. In the decoration of their 


grounds no expence is ſpared, to convince 
us; that they 


ce In trim gardens take their pleaſure,” 


NEAR the village of Loennen, which ap- 
pears at a ſmall diſtance, is a ſpot, called, 
from being inhabited by thoſe ſectaries, the 
Anabaptiſts Heaven. They are of great 
conſequence throughout the province of 
Holland, being wealthy and numerous ; have 
great ſingularity in their manners; are not 
unlike the quakers with us; and are famed 
for not giving a direct anſwer. One Menno 
Simons, a leader of this ſect about the mid- 
dle of the ſixteenth century, travelling, in 
company with many other perſons, was pur- 
ſued by a body of ſoldiers, who, interrogating 
the party, if Menno Simons was among 
them, he took on himſelf to repeat the 
queſtion, and on the company replying in 

. Z the 
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the negative, he cried out, all here preſent 
« ſay, Menno Simons is not here: by which 
means he eſcaped his purſuers. Near 
Utrecht we paſſed through Maarſen, a large 
village, principally inhabited by Portugueze 
Jews; who were not ſuffered to take up their 
reſidence in that neighbourhood, till within 
the laſt two years. After a pleaſant paſſage 
of about eight hours, we landed at this place, 
which may be termed an elegant city, and is 
principally inhabited by perſons of opulence 
or diſtinction. It is ſituated on the old 
Rhine, and is remarkable for the pureneſs and 
falubrity of the air. In 1672 Louis XIV. 
who captured the city, and laid heavy con- 
tributions on its inhabitants, was ſo pleaſed 
with the fituation, that he kept his court 
here near twelve months: but the Dutch 
did not ſeem equally pleaſed with him ; for 
we are told they had once made a reſolution 
to abandon the province, and tranſport them- 
ſelves and their effects to the Eaſt Indies. 
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The Mall is eſteemed the fineſt in Europe, is 
near a mile in length, and has a road for 
carriages on each fide, bordered with a triple 
row of trees. The entrance is through a 
noble ſtone gate. Louis, during his reſi- 
dence here, frequently expreſſed his wiſh to 
convey this Mall to Verſailles. 


Tur cathedral appears to have been a 
ſpacious and magnificent ſtructure, if we 
may judge from the Dom or Tower ; which 
is perfect, and is almoſt all that remains of 
the edifice. It is near four hundred feet in 
height, and commands an extenſive view of 
forty or fifty towns,* 


Tux church is ſaid to have been deſtroy- 


ed by a violent hurricane: and ſuch is the 


Ignorance and credulity of the lower claſs of 


* THe annexed view of the ſpire, or, as it is termed, 
Dom Tower, was made at a ſmall diftance from the town, 


near the Water- gata. 
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the people here, that they relate a ſtory of a 
fiſherman, who, at the time, ſaw the build- 
ing make its tranſit through the air. 


Tuk Anatomical Theatre and Univer- 


ſity, which are conſiderable, are objects wor- 
thy your attention. 


UTRECHT has the honour of giving 
birth to a great and worthy character, Pope 
Adrian the VIth, born in 1549. His claſ- 
ſical knowledge he acquired at this Univer- 
ſity, and his philoſophical at the College of 
Louvain: he received his degree of Doctor 
in Divinity in 1491, the expence of which 
was defrayed by Margaret, ſiſter to Ed- 
ward IV. of England, and is ſaid to have 
been conſiderable. The houſe where he 
reſided is yet ſtanding, and is a fine Gothic 
building. Its baſſo- relievos and ancient or- 


naments will greatly intereſt the curious 
traveller. 


Tris 


1 


Tuis city gave likewiſe birth to the very 
accompliſhed Anna Maria Schurman, whoſe 
extenſive knowledge in the languages was 
only equalled by her ſuperior taſte and ſkill 
in painting, and every other branch of the 
graphic and elegant arts. This juſtly cele- 
brated woman was born in 1607, and died 
at the age of ſeventy-one. She was viſited 
by that elevated and ſingular character Chriſ- 
tina, Queen of Sweden; who laviſhed on her 
the higheſt encomiums for her ſuperior ta- 
lents and excellence in every refined accom- 
pliſhment. 


SIR Ax TONIO MoRE was born here in 
1519: his excellence as a portrait painter is 
well known to every amateur. He reſided 
a long time in England, and, from the high 
prices he received for his pictures, may be 
pronounced an artiſt of the firſt conſidera- 
tion. 
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CoRNEL1Us POLEMBURG, a painter of 
high rank, was likewiſe born here in 1586. 
He ſtudied under ſeveral maſters, and, viſiting 
Italy, became charmed with the works of 
that divine painter, Raphael ; whoſe chaſte 
and tender manner ſoon caught his atten- 
tion, After his return from Italy he became 
the favorite of Rubens, who reſided with 
him a conſiderable time. His works were 
much admired by that accompliſhed and li- 
beral encourager of the fine arts, Charles 
the Firſt ; who paid him very high prices 
for ſeveral of his pictures. The excellence 
and peculiar merits of this painter are too 
well known to need farther deſcription. He 
painted to the laſt day of his life, which 
was in 1660, in his 74th year. 


Tu two brothers, John and Andrew 
Both, were born in this city: they were diſ- 


ciples of Abraham Bloemart, by whom they 


were adviſed to viſit Italy, where John form- 
ed 


(. BS 3 


ed his excellent manner from Claude le Lor- 
raine, and Andrew, from Bamboccio. They 
painted in conjunction, and accorded as well 
in the art as in fraternal affection. The 
landſcape and figures of theſe great maſters 
feemed to be the work of the ſame hand. An- 
drew was unfortunately drowned while with 
his brother at Venice in 1650 ; when grief oc- 
caſioned the ſurvivor to return to Utrecht, 
where he purſued his art with unabated in- 
duſtry and ſucceſs. The grandeur and rich- 
neſs of ſcenery, with the happy effect of 
light and ſhadow, produced in the landſcapes 
of this charming artiſt, render his works of 
meſtimable value, and cauſe them to be eager- 
ly ſought after by the connoiſſeur. 


A PAINTER of landſcape of great merit, 
Abraham de Heuſch, was a native of this 
city: he ranks deſervedly high in his profeſ- 
fion, and to the amateur his works will be 
a ſufficient eulogy. 


Joun 
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Joun GLAvBER, a diſciple of Berghem, 
was born here in 1646. An early diſpoſition 
for travelling led him, even from the great 
works of his maſter, to contemplate the ſtill 
greater works of nature; and he made Italy 
his reſidence for a conſiderable time. On 
his return he viſited Amſterdam, where he 
became intimate with that ſkilful artiſt, Ge- 
rard Laireſſe; in whoſe houſe, which was an 
academy of arts, he reſided: and a ſtronger 
proof of his ſkill in landſcape painting can- 
not be very eaſily adduced, than that his 
works had enough of merit to entitle them 
to the aſſiſtance and embelliſhments they 
received from the pencil of this artiſt, who 
inſerted moſt of the figures in his landſcapes. 
They are too well known to need any far- 
ther comment. 


I sHALL mention only one other artiſt, 
Anthony Waterloo : and though the honour 
of giving him birth 1s claimed by others, and 
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is at beſt a doubtful queſtion, yet as he long 
made this city, which is in the number of 
thoſe that claim the honour, his favourite 
reſidence, I know no better place in which 1 
could notice his unqueſtionable excellence. 
His landſcapes are cloſe copies after nature, 
without the affectation or trick of art to ſet 
them off, His objects are generally woody 
ſcenes, embelliſhed with water; and cattle 
frequently added by Weeninx and others. 
His drawings are not leſs admired than his 
pictures ; and his etchings, in point of free- 
dom and beauty of ſcenery, remain unrival- 
led. Though his works produced good 
prices, and were univerſally coveted, he 
died in great want at the hoſpital of St. 
Job near this city. 


I am rather diſappointed in my enqui- 
ries after collections of pictures in this place, 
that of Mr. Van Breukelwaard being the 
only one I have met with. It is ſelected 

Vo, . A a with 
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with taſte; and his collection of natural cu- 
rioſities is not inferior. 


HavinG viewed every thing worthy our 
attention here, we made a little excurfion 
this morning to Zieſt, about nine miles diſ- 
tant. The houſe was built as a hunting ſeat 
by William III. it ſtands in the midſt of a 
fine extenſive wood, and is ſurrounded by a 
moat. The gardens are in a ſtyle ſuperior 
to any we have yet ſeen: the walks are 
beautifully ſhaded, enriched with ſtatues, and 
embelliſhed with large baſons of water and 
jets d'eaux. Its former owner, Count Zin- 
zendorf, who was of the ſect of Moravians, 
applied a great part of this building, with 
ſome land contiguous, to the uſes of thoſe 
ſectariſts. Here they have eſtabliſhed ex- 
tenſive ſocieties, forming themſelves into diſ- 
tinct parties, the married and unmarried. 
They appear to lead a temperate and harmleſs 
life, are ſimple in their diet, and zealous in 


their 
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their religious purſuits. They carry on a 
confiderable trade in a variety of articles, 
ſuch as ſilver, tin, leather, cloths, &c. all of 
which, they ſay, are manufactured by them- 
ſelves: but I ſuſpect moſt of them are from 
England, France, &c. The cuſtom among 
them of fixing the price on every article, 
from which no abatement is made, is wor- 
thy of example. The profits of their wares 
form a common bank, which is applied to 
their mutual advantage. The neighbouring 
village and adjacent country are exceedingly 
pleaſant, and will alone repay you for going 
a few miles out of your intended route. 


Ox our return to Utrecht we made a cir- 
cuit of the city, and viſited the gardens of 
Madame Zetervelt, juſt without the Amſter- 
dam gate. She is the widow of an opulent 
ſilk-thrower. They were conſtructed about 
fifty years ago, at a conſiderable expence, 
and are worth noticing. The buſts and 
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ſtatues are by Jacob Creſcant, a ſtatuary ot 


much merit. The bas reliefs are well exe - 


cuted; and the groups of boys, in the hiſto- 


- rical ſubjects, deſerve commendation. 


On returning to our inn, we looked into 


the Botanic Garden, which afforded ſome 


entertainment. The vulgar idea, that the 
Aloe is not in perfection till it is an hundred 
years old, is here refuted; as we ſaw two, 


averred to be not more than forty, in full 
bloom. 


Wk are now preparing to purſue our 
route to Breda, whence you ſhall hear from 


Yours, &c. 
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LETTER . 


BREDA. 


DEAR SIR, 


W &continued ourjourney yeſterday 
evening towards this city, and in our way fer- 
ryed acroſs the Rhineat Vianen on the confines 
of Guelderland ; where the pictureſque beauty 
of the ſcenery was ſufficient inducement to 
take up the pencil and make a ſlight out- 
line of what preſented itſelf, which, though 
ſimple, is ſtrongly characteriſtic of the cir- 
cumjacent country. Vianen is a privileged 
town, and ſerves as an aſylum for debtors ; 
who, reaching this place, live ſecurely under 
the protection of the magiftrates. Owing 
to the ſmallneſs of the duties exacted, every 
article of merchandize and neceſſary of life 


is here remarkably cheap. A few miles far- 
ther, 
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LETTER XIV. 


BREDA. 


DEAR STIR, 


Wg continued ourjourneyyeſterday 
evening towards this city, and in our way fer- 
ryed acroſs the Rhineat Vianen on the confines 
of Guelderland ; where the pictureſque beauty 
of the ſcenery was ſufficient inducement to 
take up the pencil and make a ſlight out- 
line of what preſented itſelf, which, though 
ſimple, is ſtrongly characteriſtic of the cir- 
cumjacent country. Vianen is a privileged 
town, and ſerves as an aſylum for debtors ; 
who, reaching this place, live ſecurely under 
the protection of the magiftrates. Owing 
to the ſmallneſs of the duties exacted, every 
article of merchandize and neceſſary of life 


is here remarkably cheap. A few miles far- 
ther, 
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ther, at the village of Vreeſwyk, we again 
ferryed over the Rhine, after which the road 
became ſo inſufferably bad, as to render it 
ſcarce paſſable with four horſes. The pro- 
ſpect around was bleak and barren, with no 
object to relieve the eye, but the river at a 
diſtance, which now and then appeared be- 
tween ill-ſhapen hills of ſand. With little 
variation of this dreary ſcenery, we arrived 
at Gorcum about ſix in the evening. 


We found little here worthy the notice 
of a ſtranger : the city is pleaſantly ſituated 
on the rivers Merwe and Linge, on the bor- 
ders of which ſtands the caſtle of Louveſtein ; 
which I mentioned in a former letter, as 
having been the place of confinement of 
Hugo Grotius. Ledenburg, Secretary of 
State at Utrecht, was likewiſe condemned 
to travel this road and inhabit this caſtle ; 
but the horrors of the torture, acting upon 
a a feeble conſtitution, induced him, as he ob- 
' ſerved 


(. x93: ) 
ſerved in a farewell letter to his wife and fa- 
mily, to find a ſhorter way to Heaven. 


His words ran thus—*® Je ſgais qu'on 
© me veut juger ſur des points et des pointil- 
© les qu'on me veut tiranniſer; C'eſt pour- 
* gquoi J'ai choiſie un plus court chemin pour 
* aller a Dieu; d'ailleurs on ne peut pas 
* confiſquer, les biens d'un corps mort.“ — 
Soon after writing this letter he put an end 
to his exiſtence, by cutting his throat. 


ADMIRAL As KE, in the year 1666, 
after being made priſoner by Admiral De 
Ruyter, was likewiſe confined here. 


Tuis city was taken from the Spaniards 
about the year 1570 by the free corps of the 
Prince of Orange. After its capture, their 
leader, Herman de Ruiter, a butcher, was 
left to guard the citidel with only twenty- 
four men. The Spaniards, rallying their 

troops, 


„ 


troops, again attacked the place. The hero, 
being determined to hold his conqueſt, after 
loſing both his legs deſired his trunk might 
be placed in ſand, which would act as a ſtyp- 
tic to his wounds, defended himſelf in this 
ſituation, ſword in hand, till being no longer 
able to reſiſt, he ſet fire to a train of gun- 
powder and blew himſelf into the air. 


Tx1s place, though ſmall, has produced 
ſome painters of much excellence. John 
Vander Heyden, an artiſt of great merit in 
high finiſhed buildings, was born here in 
1637 and in the neatneſs and precifion of his 
execution ſtands unrivalled: he reſided ſome 
time in London, where he painted views of 
the Royal Exchange, Monument, &c. His 
figures were generally inſerted by Adrian 
Vande Velde, which add conſiderably to the 
value of his works. A bible is ſaid to have 
been painted by this laborious artiſt not lar- 
ger than the palm of the hand, yet fo mi- 
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nutely touched that the characters on the 
leaves were diſtinctly legible. The works 
of this eminent painter bring immenſe prices, 
During his reſidence in Amſterdam in 1672, 
he is ſaid to have been the inventor of pipes 
for fire engines, as they are now in uſe. Be- 
fore they were introduced into this city, the 
annual damage from fire, according to his 
computation, amounted to three hundred and 
forty-one thouſand fix hundred and ſeventy 
guilders, and now, on the average, not more 
than three thouſand fix hundred and ſe- 
venty. 


HA vING ordered a carriage to take us 
to Breda, we walked to the ferry-houſe, on 
the banks of the Maes ; where the ſcene was 
ſo beautiful and intereſting as to induce me to 
give a faint repreſentation of it in the en- 
cloſed drawing. 


In crofling the river, which was a fail of 
Vol. I. B b about 
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nutely touched that the characters on the 
leaves were diſtinctly legible. The works 
of this eminent painter bring immenſe prices. 
During his reſidence in Amſterdam in 1672, 
he is ſaid to have been the inventor of pipes 

for fire engines, as they are now in uſe. Be- 
fore they were introduced into this city, the 
annual damage from fire, according to his 
computation, amounted to three hundred and 
forty-one thouſand fix hundred and ſeventy 
guilders, and now, on the average, not more 
than three thouſand fix hundred and ſe- 
venty. 


Having ordered a carriage to take us 
to Breda, we walked to the ferry-houſe, on 
the banks of the Maes ; where the ſcene was 
ſo beautiful and intereſting as to induce me to 
give a faint repreſentation of it in the en- 
cloſed drawing. 


Ix crofling the river, which was a fail of 
Vol. I. B b about 
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about twenty minutes, the fleeting objects on 
the water could not fail to attract the pic- 
tureſque eye. The church, ſeen in the diſ- 
tance, is in the city of Workum. Should 
you feel the pleaſure in contemplating theſe 
feeble attempts to repreſent what I enjoyed 


from the ſcenery, my utmoſt wiſh 1s gra- 
tified. 


LANDING on the oppoſite ſhore, alas! 
how changed the ſcene! Through a dreary 
road, without proſpect, or the fight of a hu- 
man being for near four-and-twenty miles, 
which took us ſeven hours to accompliſh. 
Not a ſingle houſe to afford the leaſt accom- 
modation in the journey, till we reached 
Breda; the entrance to which is by croſſing 
three wide foſses, over which are drawbridges 
leading to a handſome ſtone gate. 


BREDA, the capital of Dutch Brabant, 
is well fortified, and encompaſſed by the 
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about twenty minutes, the fleeting objects on 
the water could not fail to attract the pic- 
tureſque eye. The church, ſeen in the diſ- 
tance, is in the city of Workum. Should 
you feel the pleaſure in contemplating theſe 
fecble attempts to repreſent what I enjoyed 


from the ſcenery, my utmoſt wiſh 1s gra- 
tified. 


LAN DING on the oppoſite ſhore, alas! 
how changed the ſcene! Through a dreary 
road, without proſpect, or the ſight of a hu- 
man being for near four-and-twenty miles, 
which took us ſeven hours to accompliſh. 
Not a ſingle houſe to afford the leaſt accom- 
modation in the journey, till we reached 
Breda; the entrance to which 1s by croſſing 
three wide foſses, over which are drawbridges 


leading to a handſome ſtone gate. 


BREDA, the capital of Dutch Brabant, 
is well fortified, and encompaſled by the 
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rivers Aa and Merck. The citadel is built 
in a triangular form, and is well garriſoned. 
The caſtle is a handſome ſquare building 
with four towers, ſurrounded by the two 
rivers. It was built by King William. The 
rooms are ſpacious and lofty : their principal 
ornament 1s tapeſtry, which contains a ſeries 
of the Princes of Orange on horſeback, as 
large as life; each ſeeming to vie with the 
other who ſhould firſt ſtart from his dreary, 
thread-bare abode. The pictures here are 
beneath notice, The gardens and park in 
the vicinage are not unpleaſant. The en- 
trance, or court-yard to this building, is ſpa- 
cious and magnificent. The church is a 
large, handſome ſtructure: its ſpire is lofty 
and beautiful. Within is a handſome mo- 
nument in black and white marble, erected 
to Anglebert, the ſecond Count of Naſſau, 
and his Counteſs : they are lying on a mat 
of marble, well executed. Over the figures 
is a marble ſlab, bearing trophies and en- 

Shs - ſigns 


3 


7 


ud s 331 
4 —— — — 
22 — uf 


— 


— — — —— — ” EO 


( 195 ) 


rivers Aa and Merck. The citadel is built 
in a triangular form, and 1s well garriſoned. 
The caſtle is a handſome ſquare building 
with four towers, ſurrounded by the two 
rivers. It was built by King William. The 
rooms are ſpacious and lofty : their principal 
ornament 1s tapeſtry, which contains a ſeries 
of the Princes of Orange on horſeback, as 
large as hfe; each ſeeming to vie with the 
other who ſhould firſt ſtart from his dreary, 
thread-bare abode. The pictures here are 
beneath notice, The gardens and park in 
the vicinage are not unpleaſant. The en- 
trance, or court-yard to this building, is ſpa- 
cious and magnificent. The church is a 
large, handſome ſtructure: its ſpire is lofty 
and beautiful. Within 1s a handſome mo- 
nument in black and white marble, erected 
to Anglebert, the ſecond Count of Naſſau, 
and his Counteſs : they are lying on a mat 


of marble, well executed. Over the figures 


is a marble ſlab, bearing trophies and en- 
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ſigns of war, ſupported by four kneeling 
figures; ſaid to be Julius Cæſar, Hannibal, 
Philip of Macedon, and Metellus Regulus. 
I doubt the information of our oracle; as, 
with all due reſpect to Count Anglebert, I 
queſtion whether the four great characters 
above alluded to would condeſcend to go on 
their knees to bear either boots or ſpurs, 
for all the combined greatneſs of the Houſe 
of Naſſau. Imagination may trace the 
e noble duſt of Alexander, till he find it 
« ſtopping a bung-hole ;'”* and indeed there 
is no ſaying © to what baſe uſes” a Dutch 
courtier might be diſpoſed to make theſe 
great men ſtoop. The ſculpture of the mo- 
nument is ſaid to be by Michael Angelo 
Buonorati : this I much doubt, for though 
there are parts, particularly the extremities 
of the figures, not unequal to him, yet 
other parts are ſo inferior, that I conceive 


that divine artiſt could not have executed 
the work. 


Tur 
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Tux circular building to the right of the 
church, as deſcribed in the annexed draw- 
ing,“ is the caſtle here mentioned as built by 
King William ; the ſtyle of the architecture 
beſpeaks the period of its erection. 


BeinG Sunday, the people are flocking 
to the church, which is facing our inn. 
The women's dreſs is very ſingular, being 
covered with a long black cloth veil, ſur- 
rounding the head, and reaching to the 
ground ; the reſt of their apparel is extremely 
neat, Here are many Roman Catholics, 
though the eſtabliſhed religion is Proteſ- 
tantiſm. 


Tarts place ſeems more famed for arms 


* Tt was with ſome difficulty I prevailed on myſelf to 
attempt the incloſed ſketch, as the military are exceedingly 
jealous on theſe occaſions ; and, I believe, had the centi- 
nel, who was near me, been a veteran in the ſervice, in- 
ſtead of a raw recruit, I muſt have deſiſted. 


than 
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than arts; as I have in vain endeavoured 
to inform myſelf of either collections of pic- 
tures or artiſts, We ſhall therefore quit this 
ſcene, as ſoon as poſſible, for Bergen-op- 
Zoom ; which I fear will be equally barren 
of that information which I know affords 
you the moſt pleaſure, 


Adieu ! 
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LETTER XV. 


BERGEN-OP-ZOOM. 


DEAR STIR, 


Trroven a very heavy rain, 
and roads, if poſſible, worſe than any we 
had before paſſed, we are ſafe arrived at this 
place, perfectly in union with ourſelves. 
The rugged ways and ills of life may 
ſometimes tend to humanize and temper the 
mind ; as, in a picture, a rude fore-ground, 
well managed, gives additional beauty to the 
ſerenity of the diſtance, and harmonizes the 
whole. You will obſerve, this opinion is forme 
ed before a good fire, not in a dangerous road, 
ſurrounded by a thick, hazy atmoſphere ; 
yet, bad as the road 1s, I muſt return (in my 
mind's eye) about fix miles, merely to men- 
tion a whimſical ſign we ſaw at a ſmall vil- 
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LETTER XV. 


BERGEN. OP- ZOOM. 


DEAR SIR, 


THROUGH a very heavy rain, 
and roads, if poſſible, worſe than any we 
had before paſſed, we are ſafe arrived at this 
place, perfectly in union with ourſelves, 
The rugged ways and ills of life may 
ſometimes tend to humanize and temper the 
mind ; as, in a picture, a rude fore- ground, 
well managed, gives additional beauty to the 
ſerenity of the diſtance, and harmonizes the 
whole. You will obſerve, this opinion is form- 
ed before a good fire, not in a dangerous road, 
ſurrounded by a thick, hazy atmoſphere ; 
yet, bad as the road 1s, I muſt return (in my 
mind's eye) about ſix miles, merely to men- 
tion a whimſical ſign we ſaw at a ſmall vil- 
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lage called Roſendael. It was a tree, bear- 
ing fruit, and the branches filled with little 
naked urchins, ſeemingly juſt ripened into 
life, and crying for ſuccour. Beneath a wo- 
man holds up her apron, looking wiſtfully 
at the children, as if intreating them to 
jump into her lap. On inquiry, I found it 
to be the houſe of a ſworn midwife, with 
this Dutch inſcription prefixed to her name: 


* VANG MY, IK ZAL ZOOT ZYN.” 
That is, Catch me—Pll be a ſweet boy.“ 


Tuis true mode of procreation, ſo truly 
whimſical, pleaſed me not a little. I took 
the pencil, and beginning to make a ſketch 
of this laughable ſubject, was, in an inſtant, 
ſurrounded by all the gaping boors in the 
village, who, by their diſtorted countenances, 
ſeemed as it the 


« Frightfull'ſt grinner 
« Should be the winner.“ 
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lage called Roſendael. It was a tree, bear- 
ing fruit, and the branches filled with little 
naked urchins, ſeemingly juſt ripened into 
life, and crying for ſuccour. Beneath a wo- 
man holds up her apron, looking wiſtfully 
at the children, as if intreating them to 
jump into her lap. On inquiry, I found it 
to be the houſe of a ſworn midwife, with 
this Dutch inſcription prefixed to her name: 


« VANG MY, IK ZAL ZOOT ZYN.” 
That is, „Catch me—PFll be a ſweet boy.” 


Tx1s true mode of procreation, ſo truly 
whimſical, pleaſed me not a little. I took 
the pencil, and beginning to make a ſketch 
of this laughable ſubject, was, in an inſtant, 
ſurrounded by all the gaping boors in the 
village, who, by their diſtorted countenances, 
ſeemed as if the 


« Frightfull'ſt grinner 
« Should be the winner.“ 
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Brix Sunday, I believe there were not 
leſs than three hundred of theſe merry faces 
aſſembled on the occaſion. 


BERGEN-0P-Zo00M is a large town in 
Dutch Brabant, ſituated near the eaſtern 
ſhore of the Scheld. It ſtands on a ſmall 
eminence, well diſpoſed by nature, as by art, 
for defence. It derives its name from Berg, 
a hill, and Zoom, a river, which runs through 
the town, and overflowing the neighbouring 
country, renders it a morals : the Latins call 
it Berga ſupra Zomam. As the fortifica- 
tions are the only objects worthy notice in 
this place, we loſt no time in diſpatching a 
card to the commandant for. permiſſion to 
ſee them, which he politely granted, and ſent 
it by the hands of a little merry ſerjeant, 
who was to be our guide. He had all the 
gaicte de cœur of Sterne's La Fleur, with all 


the military integrity of Corporal Trim ; had 


himſelf ſerved during the ſiege in 1747, when 
Vor. I. C c it 
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it was taken by Count Lowendahl, not by 
conqueſt, but by the treachery of the old 
Dutch general, Baron de Cronſtrom, againſt 
whom our little ſerjeant juſtly levelled his 
whole artillery of abuſe, for his baſeneſs in 
betraying his charge. We were led through 
ſubterraneous paſſages, I know not whither, 
extending, as it is ſaid, a great diſtance be- 
yond the extremity of the fortifications; 
where, at every ſtep, our little hero ſhoul- 
dered his cane, renewed his battles, and 
« thrice he routed all his foes, and thrice he 
« ſlew the ſlain.” In recital, he artfully 
drew on the French troops, and as happily 
repulſed them; in ſhort, we had the ſiege 
renewed, and every military manceuvre diſ- 
played, without the loſs of a man. The 
great Dutch engineer, Cohorn, who con- 
{ſtructed theſe works, would have himſelf re- 
joiced to have found ſuch an auxiliary. 


FIN DING the ſubterraneous ſituation ra- 
ther 
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ther damp and uncomfortable, we wiſhed, 
like the treacherous governor, to come as 
quick as poſſible to the ſurrender ; therefore, 
facing right about, we made a precipitate re- 
treat, in order to enjoy the fair day-light, 
and a view of the outſide of this aſtoniſhing 


fortification, which is deemed impregnable. 


Ox the ſide towards Antwerp is a grand 
demi-lune, terminated by a fort, flanked with 
four redoubts mounted with large cannon. 
It has the advantage of a canal from the ſea, 
whence they may receive ſuccours without 
interruption from the befiegers. Between 
this town and the ſea there are eleven forts, 
with many redoubts and paliſados on the 
dyke. Such was the ſtrength of this place 
in 1538, that it repulſed the Duke of Parma 
with a numerous army, and in 1622, the 
Marquis Spinola, who in the attempt loſt 
the bulk of his army. I muſt tell you, that 
the treachery of the old governor, Cron- 
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ſtrom, was rewarded by a cloſe confinement 


for the reſt of his life; a ſentence not equal 


: to the enormity of his crime, if my infor- 
mation be true. 
j Adieu! 
e END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


i 
. 
. * * 
2 
5 
. F 
7 4 
"*x 
[ 
— K 4 
C1 
q * 
KY 
L L 
's 
5 
*. 
4 | 
4 
1 
l 
N N 4 
f 


5 R 


a mas inf, S&H 


— 


1 
EE. 
F O54 2 YE 7 
IR 


( 20g ) 


A 


EIS 1 


OF 


AK1-10 2 5; &c. 


C==—=2 rr 


ROTTERDAM, 


Names. 


CoLont Adam 
Dullart Heymann . 


Hondius Abraham 
Muſſcher Michael Van 
Oſſenbeck N. ...........- 
Penteman Peter 
Sachtleven Cornelius 


Sachtleven Herman 
Sorgh Hendrick Mar- 


tin S008 SOT SOS ORUO9 ens 33548 


Dates, Branch of the Art. 


1634. Cattle and landſcape. 
1636. Hiſtory and portrait. 
1638. Hema animals, and 
converſation. 
1645. Portrait and converſation, 
8 1 Markets, fairs, landſcapes, 
and converſation. 
1650. Still life. 
Landſcape, drolls, and 
1 corps du garde. 
1609. Landſcape. 


converſation, 


| 0 Hiſtory, 
1621. - 
fairs, and markets. 
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Names. Dates, 
Verwilt Francis .. 1598. 


) 


Branch of the At. 
Landſcape. 


Vander Werf TR] 6 12 portrait, and con- 
1659. 


— 


Vander Werf Peter. 1665. 


verſation. 


Portrait, converſation, and 


hiſtory. 
DORT. 
Bol Ferdinand ........... 1611. Hiſtory and portrait. 
Boonen Arnold . ... 1669. Portrait. 


Drogſloat ouoooreoeeeneee 

Gelder Arnold De ... 1645. 
Germyn Simon ........ 1650. 
Godewyck Margarita 1627. 


Hoogeſtraeten Samuel 1627. | 


Kuyp Jacob Gerita | 
Kuyp Albert ... 1606. 
Lavecque Jacob ........ 1624. 
Lecuw Gabriel ........ 1643. 
Maas Nicholas . . 1632. 


Raveſteyn Hubert .... 1647. 


Schalken Godfrey ., 1643. 


Landſcape and fairs. 

Portrait and hiſtory. 

Fruit and landſcape. 

Landſcape and flowers. 

Portrait, hiſtory, land- 
ſcape, and ſtatues. 

Landſcape, battles, and 
cattle. 

Landſcape, cattle, and 
moon- light. 

Portrait. 

Cattle. 

Portrait. 

Still life and converſation. 

Hiſtory, portrait, and con- 

verſation. 


Smits 


Fs 
| 

i 
8 
8 


(-W7 3 


Names. Dates. Branch of the Art. 
Smits Lodowick ..... 1635. Hiſtory and fruits 
Vanderburgh Adrian 1693. Portrait and converſation, 
Vander Hulſt Peter 1652. Landſcape & converſation 
Verſchuring William 1657. Converſation and portrait. 
Van Kalraet, Bart... 1650. Hiſtory and portrait. 
Verveer Hubert Ary 1646. Ditto, 


Van Kuick John ....... 1530, Ditto. 
DEL FT» 
Bramer Leonard .... 1596. Hiſtory and rich vaſes, 
Bronchorſt Peter . 1588. Perſpective and hiſtory. 
Delt Jacod: - cocoons 1619. Portrait. 
Deryck Cornelius Pe- 68 Portrait, landſcape, and 
1568. 

6— OI 3 5 : ; cattle, 
Fabricius Charles. 1624. PerſpeCtive and portrait. 
1 , Enchantment, &c. 


Grimani Hubert ... 1599. Portrait. 


KowenburghChriſtian 1604. Hiſtory, 

Man De Cornelius ... 1621. Hiſtory and converſation, 
Mirevelt Michael Jan 1598. Hiſtory and portrait. 
Nees John Van. ........ Portrait. 


Vanderveen Adrian .. 1589. Drolls, beggars, 6c. 
Verkolie 


1 


Names. Dates. Branch of the Art. 
Verkolie Nicholas „ 1673. Portrait and hiſtory. 


Perſpective views and 
Vliet Hendrick Van .. 1608. j 


| portraits, 
Van Als Evert ....... 1602. Fruit and ſtill life. 
17 eli 
IM _ —_ = 1558, Portrait, 
. * 


HAGUE, 


Appleman Barent 

Baan Jacob De ovo0res 
Biſchop John De «.... 
Dankers Henry 
Doudyns William 
Duc John Le. . . : 
Daval Nicholas . . 
 Hanneman John ........ 
Laroon Marcellus . 
Mytens Daniel ........ 
Netſcher Conſtantine 
Pierſon Chriſtopher ... 
Raveſteyne John Van 
Roepel Conrade ........ 
Schuur Theod. Vander 
Ferweſten Auguſtin ... 


Landſcape and portrait. 
Portrait and converſation, 
Hiſtory and landſcape, 
Landſcape, 

Hiſtory. 

Animals. 

Hiſtory, 

Portrait. 

Hiſtory and converſation, 
Portrait and hiſtory. 
Portrait. 

Portrait, hiſtory, &c. 
Portrait. 

Fruit, plants, and lowers. 
Hiſtory and portrait. 
Hiſtory. 


Terweſten 
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Names. 
Terweſten Elias . 
Terweſten Matthew 
Van Dieſt Adrian . 


Verheyden Peter Fra, 


Vanderheck Nicholas 
Wiſſing William 500 


Baillie David ... 


Cornelii Lucas . 
Cramer Nicholas 
Douw Gerhard 
Enghelbrecht Cor- 
— 
Leyden Lucas Van 
Lievens John . . 
Metzu Gabriel . 
Mieris Francis, the old 
Mieris John, eldeſt ſon 
Mieris William, called 
the young . 
Moor Chev. De Karel 
Parcelles John . e 
Vol. I. 


f 0 Hiſtory, converſation, and 
1662. 
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Dates. Branch of the Art. 

1651. Fruit and flowers. 

1670. Hiſtory, 

1655. Landſcape and cattle, 
Fowls and hunting wild 

1 wb 

I580, Landſcape, 

1656, Portrait. 


LEYDEN, 


Perſpective views and 

1584. { ; | 
portraits. 

1495. Portrait and hiſtory. 

1670. Portrait and converſation: 

1613. Ditto. 


f 1468. Hiſtory and portrait. 


1494. Ditto. 
1607. Ditto. 
1615. Portrait and converſation. 
1635. Ditto, &c. 
1660. Ditto. 
landſcape. | 

1656, Portrait and hiſtory, 
1597. Storms. 

D d Rozee 


1 


Names. Dates. Branch of the Art. 


Hiſt 1 
Rozee Mademoiſelle 1632. iſtory, landſcape, por 


trait, and flowers. 


Slingeland Peter John 
g 1640. Portrait and converſation. 


3 
Sluys Jaques Vander 1660. Converſation. 
Steen: Jan 6e 1636. Converſation and drolls. 


Torenfliet Jacques .... 1641. Portrait and converſation. 
Vandervelde William, 
J 1610. 
the old . . .. 
Van Gogen John .... 1596. Landſcapes and ſea views. 


Sea pieces and ſea fights. 


Venius Oth Van 
5 N g 1556. Hiſtory and portrait, 
A | 

Voys De Ary ............ 1641, Ditto, 


Van Egmont Juſtus 1602. Hiſtory. 


HAERLEM, 


Baan John De... 1633. Portrait. 


Landſ cattl d 
Begu Cornelius .. 1620. andicape, cattle, an 


converſation. 

Berghem Nicholas ... 1624. Landſcape and cattle. 
Landſcape, converſation, 

Berkheyden Job ....... 1637. ; THE 


Perſpective views of pa- 
Berkheyden Gerard ... 1645. ; 


laces and churches. 
Blekers 
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Names. Dates. 
Blekers' ow ooretoooccrice 1633. 
Brakenbury Reinier 
Bray Solomon De .... 1597. 
Bray Jacob De 
Brouwer Adrian ........ 1608. 


Aart oooorooreneerecerece 
Duſart Cornelius .. 1665. 


Gaal Barent ............ 1650. 
Gerrard of Haerlem 
Grebben Peter . .. 1590. 
Haerlem Theodore Van 1410. 
Haerlem Cornelitz Van 1 562, 
Helmbreker Theodore 1624. 
Helſt Bartholomew) 
1613. 
Vander CIS 
Hemſkerck Egbert ... 1645. 
Holſtein Cornelius .... 1653. 
HugtenburghJohnVan 1646. 
Kumpen Jacob Van 1658. 
Koogen Leonard Van- | 
{ 1610. 


—T. 


Laſtman Peter . 1581. 
Maas Dirk . . .... 1656. 
Molyn Peter . . . ... 1637. 


Moſtaert John ........ 1499. 


b 


F 


Branch of the Art. 
Portrait and hiſtory. 


Portrait, 


Hiſtory. 


Drolls and converſations, 
Landſcape and animals. 


Converſations and merry- 
makings. 


Landſcapes, battles, &c. 


Hiſtory. 


Hiſtory and portrait. 


Hiſtory. 


Hiſtory and portrait. 


Hiſtory. 


Portrait and hiſtory. 


Drolls. 

Hiſtory. 
Battles. 
Hiſtory. 


Converſation. 


Hiſtory. 


Landſcape and battles. 


Landſcape. 


Hiſtory and portrait. 


— 8 


— — — 
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Names. Dates. Branch of the Art, 
Nikkelen John Van 1649. Landſcape and flowers. 
Ouwater Albert 1444. Hiſtory. 

: Hiſtory, portrait, and 
Pinus John „13596. j adp 


Landſcape, and views of 
the Weſt Indies. 
Roeſtraeten Peter .... 1627. Portrait and ſtill life, 


Ruyſdael Jacob . 1636. Landſcape. 
Ruyſdael Solomon .... 1616. Ditto. 


Poſt Francis eee 


Schyndal Bernard .... 1659. Hiſtory and converſation, 
Torrentius John .... 1589. Still life. 


6 0 Hiſtory, portrait, conver- 
NOR ſation, and landſcapes. 


VinneV incent Vander 


vi b 
inne Lawrence Van f 1658. Flowers. 


Vroom Henry Cor- g 166. 5 ports, calms, and 


Fee a ſtorms. 


Cattle, landſcape, and 
Vandenbergen Dirk ; 
| portrait. 


Wouvermans Philip 1620. Landſcape, and cattle. 


AMSTERDAM. 


Hiſtory, kitchen utenſils, 
&c. 


Landſcape, portrait, and 
hiſtory. 


Aer ſten Peter „eee I 5 19. ; 


Appel Jacob $00+0000 0000 168 O. ; 


Barent 
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Names. 
Barent Dieterick 
Bent John Vander 
Boſch Jacob Vanden 


Carre Henry . 


Carre Michael ........ 
GC 
Does Jacob Vander 


Does Simon Vander. 


Ducart Ine 5 
Eeckhout G. Vander 

Edema Gerrard 

S ——— 
Graat Barent 
Grieffier John the old 
Hackaert John . 


Hooyzaat John 


Huyſum John Van . 


Huyſum Jacob Van 


Janſſen Cornelius 
Jarden Karel Du .... 
Kalf William 


Marcellis Otho ........ 


1 


Dates. Branch of the Art. 
1534. Hiſtory and portrait. 
1650. Landſcape. 
1636; Still life. 
1690 0 ee cattle, * 

ings and converſations. 
1666. Landſcape and cattle. 
1659. Landſcape. 
1654. Hiſtory. 

Landſcape, cattle, and 

1653. 0 

portrait. 
1630. Flowers. 
1621. Portrait and hiſtory. 
1652. Landſcape. 
1607. Hiſtory and converſation; 
1628. Landſcape and portrait. 
1645. Landſcape, ruins, &c. 
1635. Landſcape, 
i654, Hiſtory. 


Flowers, fruit, and land- 
1682. 
ſcape. 
1 his brother's 
1680. 
works. 
Portrait. 


1640. Converſation, 

1630, Still life, 

1630, Inſects, reptiles, and 
f plants . 


Moucheron 


(-. 214) 


Names. Dates. Branch of the Art. 


N h Ifaac, th 
— : VADY 'Þ 1670, Landſcape. 


young oorencereneeccs 


Myn Herman Vander 1684. Hiſtory,portrait andfruit. 

Neer Arnold Vander 1619. 18 8 
light. 

Neer Hendrick h | Hiſtory, portrait, land- 

Vander n ſcape,andconverſation, 

Paulin Horatius . 1648. Hiſtory and converſation, 

Converſation, landſcape, 


P Gerrard . 155 1 
eters Gerrar — and portrait, in ſmall, 


Plaas David Vander .. 1647. Portrait, 
Pool Rachel Van or 

Wa Ps 
Fal 1666. Portrait. 
Rademaker Gerard .. 1673. Hiſtory and architecture. 
Landſcapes and views of 


Rademaker Abraham 1075. ; in Holland 
owns in Holland, 


Roghman Roland .... 1597. Landſcape. 


Hiſt landſ nd 
Schellinks William ., 1631. ©; porn ante 
ſea ports, 


Schellinks Daniel .... 1633. Landſcape. 

Spiers Albert Van .... 1666. Hiſtory. 

Spilberg Adriana . 1646. Portrait. 

Stork Abraham ........ 1708, Sea pieces and ſea ports. 
Streeck Jurian Van . 1632, Portraits and till life. 
Streeck Henry Van .. 1659. Hiſtory and architecture. 
. 1616. Portrait and converſation. 
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„ 
Names. Dates. Branch of the Art. 


Trooſt Cornelius . 1697. Converſation and portrait. 


Valkenburg Theo- a 
{ 1675. Portrait and game. 


K 

Vandyck Philip ........ 1680, Portrait and converſation. 
Landſ- imal d 

Vandervelde Adrian . 1639. ; * cape, animals, an 

hiſtory. 

Hiſt trait, and con- 

Verkolie Jan . 1630. , 8 801 rait, and con 
verſation. 


Voorhout John ........ 1647. Hiſtory and converſation, 


Wit Jaques De ........ 1695. 


Weeninx John Baptiſt, Landſcape, portraits, ani- 


called the old . . mals, and flowers. 
Weeninx John, the 16 ö Landſcape, animals, hunt- 
young . ee. 185 ing, &c. 


Wollers Henrietta .... 1692. Portrait in miniature, 


UTRECHT. 


Bemmel William Van 1630. Landſcape. 

Both John. . . ... 1610. Ditto. 

Breenberg Bartholo- 3 8 hiſtory, and 
mew . converſation. 

Bronchorſt John Van 1603. Hiſtory and landſeape. 

Bunnik John Van .... 1654. Ditto ditto, 

Drillenberg William 


1626, Landſcape. 


Gaud 


— 8 — 


Names. 

Gaud Hendrick ....... 
Gellig Jacob . . 
Glauber John 
Haanſbergen John Van 
Heem John David De 
Heem Cornelius De .. 
Heuſch William De 
Heuſch Jacob De . 
Hondekoeter Gilles. 
Honthorſt Gerard. 
Inghen William Van 
More Chevalier An- 

3 


6 


Dates. 


Branch of the Art. 
Landſcape and figures, 
Fiſh and till life. 
Landſcape. 
Landſcape. 

Fruit, &c. 

Still life. 

Landſcape. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Hiſtory and portrait. 
Hiſtory. 


Portrait and hiſtory. 


Landſcape, caves, and 


Polenburgh Cornelius 1586. 
grottos. 
Willaerts Abraham .... 1613. Landſcapes and figures. 
CORCUM. 
Landſcape, cattle, hiſtory, 


Blomart Abraham . 1 564. 3 : 
and portrait. 


Camphuyſen Raphael ? 1586, j Landſcape, cattle, and 
Theodore Dirk .... moon-light. 

Heyden John Vander 1637. Landſcape. 

Italian ſea ports and mar- 


Neft Jacob Vander .... 1627. ; I 


Verſchuring 


AS 


Names. Dates, Branch of the Art. 
Battles, landſcape, and 


Verſchuring Henry... 1627. hd 
untings. 


Wytman Matthew .... 1650. dns OO 
fruit, and flowers, 


B RE DA. 
Kay William ..........., 1568, Portrait and hiſtory, 
Leur N. Vander ........ 1667. Hiſtory and portrait. 


Lis John Vander . 1601. Hiſtory, 


BERGEN-OP-2Z00 Ms, 


Boſſchart John Willi- 
borts COST SOR 55444 529% 
Fouckier Bertrand De 1609. Portrait. 


{ 1613. Hiſtory and portrait. 
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